. а total of Rs. 19,41,000, and go to swe 











the increase in the opening balance of the current year over the original 
estimate, Rs. 12,66,000 the excess over the estimate of the receipts of the 
` current year and Rs. 2,21,000 the — má decrease in expenditure make 
* the closing balance of the current 
ear and the opening balance of next year. In.the budget which was placed 
before this Council in March last the closing balance of the current year 
was estimated at Rs. 1,05,45,000, but with these additions it amounts to 
Rs. 1,24,86,000. This is the opening balance which we have to dispose of 
next year, but out of this we must keep the 50 lakhs which have been specially 
given for the Calcutta Improvement Scheme, 20 lakhs the ordinary minimum 
of the Provincial balance and some part of the lump grant of 50 lakhs which 
was given at the time of the financial settlement on the condition that the 
expenditure should be spread over several years. We propose to carry forward 
Rs. 12,49,000 for expenditure in 1906-1907 and subsequent years, These 
three sums amount td Rs. 82,40,000, and we propose to begin next year with a 
balance: of hs. 1,24,86,000 and to end it with this balance of Rs; 82,49,000. 
Thus we propose to spend out of our opening balance Rs, 42,37,000. The 
Government of India have also given us grants amounting to Rs, 38,81,000. 
The total expenditure shown in the budget which is now before us is therefore 
Rs. 5,25,52,000 the estimated revenue of next year, plus Rs, 42,37,000 the 
amount taken from the opening balance plus Rs. 38,81,000 granted by the 
„ Government of India, making a grand total of Ks, 6,06,70,000. 


“6. The effect of these arrangements on our financial position is that 
our scale of permanent or recurring income has been increased to 
Rs. 5,47,87;000 while our scale of* permanent or recurring expenditure has 
been raised to only Rs. 5,52,85,000, so that there is, аз I have already. said, а 
margin of Rs. 5,02,000. On the revenue side the total is made up of 
Rs. 4,98,87,000 the revenues assigned to us in the financial settlement, pius 
24} lakhs the estimated increase of those revenues next year due to expansion 
to which I have already referred, plus 341 lakhs the total of the recurring 
grants made by the Government of India. On the otlier side we have the 
scale of expenditure fixed in the financial settlement which is the same as the 
revenues made over to meet that expenditure, that is Rs. 4,98,87,000, plus . 
Rs. 19,48,000 the total of the items of recurring expenditure enumerated in 

ragraph 13 of the explanatory notes plus 343 lakhs the special grants made 
b, the Government of India. 


“7, І пох come to the four grants made by the Government of India for 
expenditure next year. Опе of these is а non-recurring payment of 
Rs: 4,31, 00 for the improvement of Chittagong’ and calls for no special remark. 
The other three are annual grants of 12, 10 and 12} lakhs, for police reforms, 
for primary education and to District Boards respectively. In addition to these 
sums a further allotment for agriculture is promised, but the amount has not yet 
been fixed. The special grant for University Edueation has been made only 
for the current year and will be utilised enr in extending the premises of 

` the University and in constructing buildings. No provision has been made in 
the budget for a repetition of this grant, although it has been indicated that 
further sums will be received. 


“8. The Resolution of the Government of India which was published in 
the newspapers a few days ago deals very fully with the measures contemplated 
for the improvement of the police force; and I need not detain you with any 
remarks on the subject. No doubt the members of this Council will cordially 

“welcome the inauguration of these great reforms. 


« 9. Of the ten lakhs allotment for primary education a considerable 
Portion will at first be devoted to the construction and equipment of new 
Yon 1 


( 









buildings, both because it would be im ossible advantageonsly to devoto ten 
lakhs at once to recurring expenditure and because in many cases the schools 
are squalid, dark, overcrowded and generally unsuitable, a state of things which * 
is prejudicial to the health of the scholars and which makes effective teaching 
impossible. Ultimately the grant will be utilised in providing for the education 
of Muhammadans, for tho conyersion of lower primar into upper primary 
schools, for the opening of training schools for teachers of rural primary 
schools and for an inspecting agency which will, as in the other Provinces in 
India and in England, be under the direct control of the Education Department, 
This raises the question of the position of the existing statt of Sub-Inspectors 
whose duties would overlap. Economy requires that the whole staff of Sub. 
Inspectors should be graded together and should form one servico, à measure 
which will bring the educational policy in Bengal into line with that followed 
in other Provinces. 


а 


«10. The grant of 122 lakhs made to District Boards is approximately 
equal to } of the receipts derived by the District Boards from provincial rates 
aud will increase as the rates increase. The annual increment will probably be 
about Rs. 14,000 а year. At first, as in the case of the former five lakhs grant, 
the money will be placed at the disposal of the Commissioners of Divisions for 
distribution among the District Boards. Each Commissioner will be given a 
sum approximately equivalent to a quarter of the provincial rates raised in the 
Division. A system of permanent doles is, however, unsatisfactory; and after 
two'or three years if not sooner each District Board will be finally given its own 
share. It is not considered advisable to do this at once, both because some of 
the districts when suddenly called upon to, do so might not be able to spend the 
full amount to the best advantage, while others might be able to spend more, 
and algo because it may be desirable at first to give some special assistance to 
the more backward districts. 


“11, This large addition to their resources will enable the District Boards 
not only to improve the condition of the roads, but also to make more adequate 
provision for the needs of the districts in other respects. Thus, there is a great 
and preventible mortality among cattle, and those of the Boards which have 
not yet taken up veterinar work will no longer have an excuse for neglecting 
to do so. They will also be in a position to maintain, or if necessary increase, 
their expenditure on hospitals and dispensaries, on schools, and on water-supply 
and sanitation, and in the event of scarcity they will have larger resources on 
which to fall back. This large grant will also it may be hoped definitely set at 
rest the question of the diversion of the road cess. All the District Boards will 
now be in a position to devote the full income from Provincial rates to the 

urposes contem lated in the Road Cess Act without injury to any of the 
institutions which they have established; and tho Lioutenant-Goyernor will + 
be prepared to insert a rovision in the Local Self-Government Bill requiring 
that this condition shall be observed in future. It will then become the 
—5* the auditing officers to see that the expenditure is in accordance 
with the Act, 


«19, ‘The financial statement will in the ordinary course come up for 
discussion a£ the next meeting of Council which will be held on 5186 March. 
I shall be much obliged if Hon’ble Members who propose to ask for any 
information or explanation or to comment on any matters in connection with 
the budget will give me notice three or more days before the meeting.” 
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THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1905-1906. 


* 
PART I.—General Review, 
(1) ACCOUNTS FOR 1908-1904. 


Ix the revised estimates of last year which were laid before the Council 
on the 20th of last March the closing balance of last year, and tbere- 
fore also the opening balance of the current year, was placed at Rs. 1,27,99,000 
The accounts of last year aro now available and show that the actual 
closing. balance came to Rs. 1,42,52,918, or Rs. 1,42,53,000 in round numbers 
which is Re. 4,54,000 more than the revised estimate. The improvement was 
due partly to large adjustments after the close of the year on account of jail 
manufactures and survey and settlement charges, and partly to the receipts 
under “ Excise,” * Provincial rates,” ** Miscellaneous" and “ ——— Major 
Works" having proved better than was anticipated. The actual increase in 
receipts was Ks. 6,67,000, but against this must be set an increase of expen- 
diture amounting to Rs. 2,13,000; so that the net improvement was, as already 
stated, Rs. 4,54,000. 


(2) REVISED ESTIMATE FOR 1904-1905. 


2. For the reasons explained above the opening balance of the current 
year has been placed in the revised estimate at Rs. 1,42,53,000. The excess 
of Rs. 4,54,000 over the original budget estimate of tho year is not available 
for expenditure during the current year, because although the Local Govern- 
ment may transfor amounts from one head to another it may not increase the 
grand total of expenditure shown in the budget estimates. This excess therefore 
goes to swell the closing balance of the current year and the opening balance 
of next year. - 

3. 'Гһе receipts for the current year were ostimated in the budget at 
Rs. 5,04,43,000. The revenues have, however, proved much better than our 
estimate and the revised figure is now placed at Rs. 5,17,09,000. The 
difference Rs, 12,66,000 is partly due to special grants of Rs. 2.00,000 for 
University Education and of Rs. 75,000 for the improvement of the Port of 
Chittagong which have been made by the Government of India and against which 
corresponding amounts have been added on the expenditure side, and is partly 
the net result of improvements under some heads and of decreases under others. 
The improvements aggregated Rs. 12,70,000 and were chiefly under the 
following heads :—Jails (Rs. 1,50,000) ; dos m Receipts (Rs. 90,000); Stamps 
(Rs. 3,00,000) chiefly from court-fee stamps; Excise (Rs. 87,000) mainly due 
to better settlements; Provincial Rates (Rs. 1,95,000) due to revision of 
assessments and better collection; Irrigation Major Works (Rs, 1,23,000); 
Irrigation Minor Works (Rs. 1,59,000); and Civil Works in charge of the Public 
Works Department (Rs. 1,57,000). On the other hand the decreases.amounted to 
Rs. 2,79,000 and were principally under Adjustments between Imperial and Pro- 
vincial (Rs, 1,54,000) owing mainly to the transfer of the Stamps and Stationery 
Office to Imperial; under Assessed Taxes (Rs. 37,000); and under Interest 
(Rs. 53,000) owing to smaller loans having been taken by the local bodies than 
were provided for in the budget. . 5 
= 4. Оп the expenditure side the revised estimate shows a net decrease 
of Rs. 2,21,000. There have been savings amounting to Hs. 22,55,000 which 
have, however, for the most part, been transferred to other heads and expended ; 
although in some cases the money provided was carried forward so that the 

i completed next year. | З 
s. the sedan stave to “аен largely due to the failure to obtain sanction 
before the close of the year to schemes for the improvement of the salaries of 
the ministerial offers, for an increase in the number of Deputy Collectors, and 
the reorganisation of the Subordinate Executive Service, and for educational 
reforms. There have also been reductions in consequence of the transfer of 





. the Stamps and Stationery Office with effect from the 1st July 1904; also under 
Government Presses and stationery supplied from central stores ; under Irrigation 
Major Works; and under Contributions to Local. The large decrease shown 
under Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers is nominal, and is due to the 
transfer of the lump provision for Police and other buildings to the Public 
Works Department in order that the buildings might be constructed. 

6. On the other hand there have been increases under General 
Administration, Police and Miscellaneous. The increase under the first head 
is due (1) to the pay and lesve allowances of the Chief Commissioner of the 
Central Provinces from 186 March to 17th June 1904 having been drawn in 
Calcutta, (2) to additional grants for the renewal and maintenance of furniture 
in Belvedere and The Shrubbery, and :8) to the deputation of Mr. Savage on 
special duty in connection with Police chaukidari work. The greater part 
of the additional expenditure under Police is on account of petty construction 
and repairs and furniture of Police buildings, and under "Miscellaneous the 
enhancement is chiefly owing to grants to the District Charitable Society, and 
to other publie institutions such as the Young Women’s Christian Association 
and the Calcutta Orphanage for Hindus. The increase under Irrigation Minor 
Works and Navigation is due to additional grants for (a) irrigation of sugarcane 
by pumping at Otter; (0) the clearing of silt from the khas tahsil khals in the 

ошай subdivision of the district of Midnapore; (c) the resectioning of the 
Alaipore khal; (7) Embankment repairs; (е) the construction of a steam- 
launch for the South-Western Circle; and (f) the contribution of Rs. 1,25,000 
in aid of the cost of the Magrahat Drainage Scheme in the 24-Parganas. 
The increase under Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department 
(Rs. 9,69,000) has been met principally by transfers from Civil Works in 
charge of Civil Officers and from Education. 

7. The closing balance of the current year was estimated in March last at 
Rs. 1,05,45,000. To this must now be added Re. 4,54,000 the excess of the 
opening balance over the estimate; Rs. 12,66,000 by which the receipts of the 
current year have improved ; and Rs, 2,21,000 the net decrease of expenditure. 
In the ‘revised estimate, therefore, the closing balance of the current year is 
placed at Rs. 1,24,86,000. 


(8) BUDGET ESTIMATE FOR 1905-1908. 


8. The opening balance of 1905-1906 corresponds with the closing balance 
of the current year and is therefore placed at Rs. 1,24,86,000. 

9. The budget estimate for next year as passed provides for receipts 
aggregating Rs. 5,64,33,000. The amount чаан а to the Local Government 
in the financial settlement was Rs. 4,98,87,000 and owing to ordinary expan- 
sion it is estimated that the revenues made over will yield next year 
Rs. 5,23,37,000. To this must be added the special assignment of Rs. 34,50,000 
sanctioned by the Government of India, viz., for Police reorganization (12 
lakhs), Primary Education (10 lakhs), and Grants to District Boards (124 lakhs). 
The addition of these grants brings the total of the recurring or permanent 
revenue up to Rs. 5,57,87,000. There are also non-recurring receipts consisting 
of a special grant of Rs. 4,31,000 by the Government of India for the improve- 
ment of the Port of Chittagong, a contribution of two lakhs from the Hospital 
Port Dues Fund to the Presidency General Hospital and Ев. 15,000, the 
sale-proceeds of the Pilot-vessel Sarsuti. The addition of these sums brings 
the total receipts of the year up to the amount already stated, namely 
Rs, 5,64,33,000. 

10. It is proposed to spend the whole of these receipts, and also to reduce 
the opening balance from Rs, 1,24,86,000 to Rs. 82,49,000 or by Rs. 42,37,000. 
The ordinary Provincial minimum closing balance is twenty lakhs, but in addi- 
tion to this amount the Government of Bengal has agreed to keep the ecial 
grant of fifty lakhs for the improvement of Caleutta untouched, which rings 
the amount to be carried forward up to seventy lakhs. There was also a lump 

ant of fifty lakhs made to the Local Government in connection with the 
rovincial settlement the expenditure of which was to be spread over several 
years. Seventeen lakhs of it have been spent during the current year, and 
it is proposed to spend nearly 20j lakhs next year and to carry forward 
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Rs. 19,49,000: The total to be carried¥forward as closin 


end of next year will therefore be Rs. 70,00,000 plus 


Rs. 82,49,000. 
11. 


next two paragraphs. : 
13. The scale of permanent expenditure allowed to the Local Govern- 


ment in the financial settlement was Rs. 4,98, 


9,000. 


passed this amount has been increased b 
is given below. It may be — 
mental expenditure in the last seven years has been Rs. 5,30,000, and that the 


ordin: 


The total estimated expenditure of next 
Rs. 5,64,33,000 plus Rs. 42 
closing balance is Rs. 82,4 

: 12. The total expendi 

» explained to Rs. 6,06,70,000, 
amounting to Rs. 5,52,85,000 
round numbers to Rs. 53,85 


balance at the 
. 12,49,000, or 


year is therefore 


,97,000, or Rs. 6,06,70,000, and the estimated 


ture of next year, which amounts as already 
is made up of recurring or permanent expenditure 
and of non-recurring expenditure amounting in 
4000, Details of these amounts are given in the 


87,000. In the budget now 


Rs. 53,98,000, of which a statement 
that the normal increase of depart- 


assignment to the Education Department has been increased by four 


lakhs, the details of which are shown separately in the statement :— 


Normal growth of expenditure under Superannuation, Police, 
General Administration and other departments during the 
years 1904-1905 and 1905-1906 * toe 

Increase of pay of Indian Medical Service officers эж 

Increase in the number of Deputy Magistrates and Deputy 
Collectors and reorganization of the Subordinate eec. 
utive Service „ә Т Da *— 

Provision for pay of additional muharrirs and peons for the 
Additional sey түн Magistrates ... EA 

Increased grant; for Record-room establishment . — 

Pay and establishment of the Registrar of Co-operative Credit 

ieties- ... ee - m eec 

Pay and establishment of Deputy Direotor of Land Records 
and Agriculture PP m ess 

Increase of Excise establishment in the districts of the Orissa 
Division and in Midnapore — 

Reorganization of the Registration Department 

Additional Judge, High Court " „ 

Shorthand writers in High Court  ... 

Commercial Class, Presidency College 

Ditto, Girls’ School, Kurseong 

Increased provision— 


wee 
EI ... 
. 


Rent of boarding-houses for students in Caloutta ies 
For opening B and О Class schools - — ... e 


For stipends to pupil-teachers 
For training institutes for 
Zanana education by central gat 


ering 


peer sohool-teachers 


"Training institutions for girls m" 

Female teachers' honse-to-house visitation 

Training of gymnastio masters eer e es 

Weaving De ent and Agricultural training in Reforma- 
00. oo eee ... „ө 

Btarting training —— at Hooghly and Daoca 

For additional scholarships ^... АЯ 

Inoreased provision for te-in-aid 

— class in Civil Engineering Oollege 

ing oourse 


, Other minor educational improvements — e» 
Provincial Agricultural Association — * 
Additional provision corresponding to special assignments 

lads br the Government Ot India for Police, Education 
and grants to District Boards .. nt E 


Total 


Rs. Rs. 
ist 9,22,000 
«бөө 97,000 
2,85,000 
“ 75,000 
eis 9,000 
dd 25,000 
— 15,000 
9,000 
Mes 28,000 
Е 48,000 
— 13,000 
29,000 
6,000 
67,000 
10,000 
9,000 
1,50,000 
5,000 
15,000 
6,000 
4,000 
15,000 
25,000 
15,000 
15,000 
6,000 
9,000 
14,000 
— 4,00,000 
scutes 16,000 
Мак 6,000 
19,48,000 
34,50,000 34,50,000 
TAS 53,98,000 
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14. The sum of Rs. 59,85,000 devoted to non-recurring p 





" 
nditure is 


made up of the m items which are in addition to — for con- 
e 


“tributions from Provincial to Local, etc., contained in the 
fixed in the financial settlement: — 


Sunderbans reclamation v T xw 
Steam-iaunch for the Commissioner of the Presidency Divisio 
Ditto for Dacca Commissioner us = 


Ditto for Superintendent River Police ... 
Delivery charges of Steamer Fraser “ Es 
Raising the Vacca Survey School to the status of Bihar 

School of Engineering “+ T 
Enlargement of Oinchona Factory 
Indigo Experiment ... 

Revision of gazetteers ove wee 
A third floor of the Hostel of Veterinary School 


... 


A new Hostel for ditto * ove 
Boundary and other walls ditto ace T 
Grant for Special Commission of Enquiry (grant 44,000— 

5,000 usually allowed) x ^. eee 


Irrigation Miuor Works— 
Special grant for canal between Dhapa and Bamunghata ...) 
Ditto for Alaipur khal ... ie «en 
Ditto ог raising the Hooghly left embankment ... > 
Ditto for constructing sheds on the new cut canal + 
Ditto for Madaripur Bhil Route m ass 
Contribution for Magrahat Drainage * ose 
Civil Works in charge of Public Works Department— 
High Court extensions — * 


Presidency Jail бе * * | 
Surgical ward, Medical College ... ove T 
Dacea College Ж x 


Reconstruction of Campbell Hospital 
Dowhill Girls’ School Ks 
Medical College furniture з * 
Paving of floor of Medical College Hospital ... * 
Installation of electric lights and fans in Writers' Duildings . 
Berhampore and other Jail buildings eas 
Central block, Oampbell Hospital 
Removal of Berhampore Lunatic Asylum . 
Paying patients’ block, General Hospital ... 
Housing of officials, Caloutta «ee 
Land for Bethune College * 
Land for Nurses' quarters, Medical College 
Buildings ditto ditto - 
Jueoture-room and Museum, Cuttack Medical School 
Improvements in Temple Medical School ... 
Shumbhu Nath Pandit's Hospital * 
High Level Tista Valley Road 

Civil Works iu charge of От] Officers— 
Nadia Municipality for repairs to embankments 


Calcutta ditto for incinerator Hr Др”, 
Monghyr ditto for water-supply ove 8 
Barisal ditto kor ditto v ۰ 
Do. ditto for hospital "m 
Berhampore ditto for drainage - 


Riparian Municipalities for water-supply 
Bhagalpur unicipality, water-works 
Rangpur Ditto ог drainage 


Rampur-Boalia Ditto for water-works ... ө 
Other Municipalities for special works m i 
Police and Jail buildi tes 

Model College at Ranchi 


Improvements in the Port of Obittag ng foo so 
Transfer of Jai buildings and officers’ houses in Howrah 


and officers’ quarters in Burdwan d 
Improvements in Howrah General Hospi 
Initial expenditure of Divisional Agricultural Farms ees 
Other special minor works and grants sni et 

"Total vee 


of expenditure 


Rs. 
1,50,000 
49,000 
41,500 
48,000 
45,000 


48,000 
40,000 
50,000 
47,000 


60,000 


89,000 


2,48,000 


8,75,000 


1,00,000 
2,40,000 


2,27,500 
51,000 
39,000 
36,000 
48,800 
23,000 

1,50,000 
30,000 
50,000 

2,00,000 

1,00,000 
37,000 

1,82,000 
25,000 
18,600 
33,000 
20,300 
36,000 


6,000 
34,862 

` 40,000 
25,000 
20,000 
20,000 
50,000 


3,60,000 


4,02,000 
1,00,000 
4,31,000 


9,00,000 
33,000 
19,000 

1,18,073 


سے 
53,84,635 
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PART I—Detailed remarks di the Budget for 1905-1906. 
RAF Ў; М Ж Re ; ; 

‚15. Land Revenue.—The actual gross revenue of last year was 

.4,10,03,080. The revised estimate for the current yoar was originally 

at Rs. 4,12,00,000, but was reduced when the damage done to the 

crops by frost brought down the collections in February. The budget 
estimate for the current year was Rs, 4,11,50,000. The estimate for next 
year has been fixed at Rs. 4,19,03,000 and provides for an enhancement 
of Rs. 3,65,000 under recoveries on account of survey and settlement charges, 
for an increase of Rs. 82,000 from settlements, for an improvement in the 
collections from Government estates, and for the recovery of arrears carried 
over from the current year. The details of the recoveries of the survey and 
settlement charges are given in Appendix A, з 

16. The adjustments between Imperial and Provincial are made under 
the head of Land Revenue, and will probably result in a net transfer of 
Rs. 86,55,000 to Provincial. The details will be found in Appendix A. 

‚17. Stamps.— The total revenue from Stamps for the current year was 
estimated at Rs. 2,02 00,000. Last year’s actuals were Rs. 1,98,35,514, and 
the average annual increase during the last five years has been Rs, 3,89,000. 
— the first eleven months of the current year, however, the receipts 
exceeded those of the corresponding period of ‘ast year by no less than 
Rs. 8,91,000, and in view of these figures, the revised estimate for the current 
p has been passed for Rs. 2,08,00,000 and the estimate for next year 

been placed at Rs. 2,14,00,000. The Local Government gets one-half of 
these amounts, or Rs. 1,04,00,000 and Rs. 1,07,00,000. 

18. Excise—The budget estimate of the current year’s total revenue 
was Rs. 1,65,00,000. The actuals of last year exceeded the revised estimate 
of last year by Rs. 1,96,000 and amounted to Rs. 1,02,95,944. The average 
annual increase under this head during the last five years has been Rs. 5,83,000, 
and the figures of the first ten mouths of the current year show an increase 
of Rs. 4,51,000 over the actuals of the corresponding period of last ne 
The revised estimate for the current year has therefore been passed for 
Rs. 1,07,00,000 and the estimate for next year has been placed at 
Ев. 1,73,50,000. The Provincial share of next year's receipts (sth) amounts 
to Rs. 75,91,000. 

19. Provincial Rates.—The actual collections of the Public Works cess 
in 1903-1904 amounted to Rs. 48,84,713, and the estimate for the current year 
was Rs. 48,74,000. The receipts in the first ten months of the current year, 
however, show an increase of Rs. 1,76,000 over those of the corresponding 
period of lust year, and the revised estimate for the current year has 
accordingly been placed at Rs. 50,60,000, and the estimate for next year at 
Rs, 51,50,000. An increase is anticipated on the completion of the revalua- 
tion work in certain districts. Under “General Rates for the management of 
private estates” the estimate of receipts is Rs, 1,84,000, and this added to 
the estimate for receipts of the Public Works cess makes up the sum of 
Rs. 53,94,000 which is the total estimate for the year. : 

90. Assessed Татев. — Тһе current year’s receipts from income-fax were 
estimated at Rs. 51,50,000. The actual collections of last year amounted to 
Rs, 49,45,815 and those of the twelve months ending with 31st January 1905 
were Rs. 50,94,000. The revised estimate for the current year has accordingly 
been placed at Rs. 50,00,000. T'o this amount a sum of Rs. 1,00,000 has been 
eray as the normal increase of revenue, the average annual increase during 
the four years ending with the year 1902-1903 from the classes who are still 
lisble to assessment having heen Rs. 1,73,000. The estimate for 1905-1906 
has accordingly been passed for Rs, 51,00,000, The Provincial share (one- 
fourth) is Rs. 12,75,000. Х 

21. Foresis.— The total receipts under this head for 1905-1906 are 
estimated at Rs, 12,00,000, against Rs, 11,50,000 the budget estimate for 
the current year, and Rs. 10,65,523 the actuals of last year. The: revised 
estimate for the current year has been put at Ев, 11,80,000. The increase 1n 
the estimate for next year is “due to anticipated larger sales of timber in the 
Singhbhum, and Sun arbans Divisions. The Local Government gets one- 


- fourth of the receipts. 
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22. Ropistration.—The' ot estimate under this head fot the current 
ч” was Rs. 17,00,000, — — of last year amounted to Rs. 16,66,453. 
he average annual increase under this head during the last five years has been 
Rs. 53,000. The collections in the first ten months of the curtei year show an 
increase of Rs, 26,000 over those of the cortesponding period of last year, 
and both the revised estimate for the current year and the estimate for next 
year have been passed for Rs. 17,00,000. ‘These Feceipf аге entirely 
Provincial, r 

23. Interest.—Details of the receipts under this head are given in 
Appendix A. 

24. Law and Justice— Courts of Law.—The actuals of last year amounted 
to Rs. 8,08,224, and the revised estimate for the current year has been taken 
at Rs, 8,07,000 with reference to the actuals of the first ten months of the year. 
During the current year there was a falling off under ‘General fees, ‘fines 
and forfeitures” which is not expected to continue, and next year’s receipts 
have been estimated at Rs. 8,14,000. 


25. Jails—The estimate under this head is Rs, 14,00,000, agains: 
Rs. 13,50,000 the revised estimate for the current year and Rs. 14,15,485 
the actuals of last year. ‘The budget estimate for the current year was 
Rs. 12,00,000, The increase in the budget is mainly dae to anticipated 
demands from the Commissariat Department. 


26. Police—The estimate under this head amounts to Re. 2,00,000 
against Rs. 2,05,000, the budget estimate for the current year. The actuals of 
last year were Rs. 1,84,038. During the current wy there were smaller 
recoveries on account of punitive police and police supplied to Railway 
Companies and the revised estimate has been placed at Rs. 1,80,000. 

27. Marine.—The budget estimate for the current year was Rs, 12,80,000. 
This has been raised to Rs. 13,70,000 in the revised estimate with reference 
to the actuals of the first ton months of the current year which show ап increase 
under Pilotage receipts in Calcutta. ‘These receipts are of a fluetuating 
character, depending on the tonnage of vessels arriving and departing from the 
port, and the estimate for next year has been passed for Re. 13,25,000. 

28. Education—Tho estimate under this head is Rs. 7,70,000, against 
Rs. 7,30,000 and Rs. 7,05,000, ihe sanctioned and the revised estimates, 
respectively, for the current year, and Rs. 7,08,701, the actuals of last year. 
The increase is mainly due to anticipated realizations on aecount of rent of 
boarding-houses for students in Calcutta. A sum of Rs. 67,200 has been 
provided for on the expenditure side to meet the charge for rent of board- 
ing-houses which Government will take up and make over to private colleges 
to be used as hostels. ” 

29. Medical.—'The estimate under this head is Rs. 4,37,000, against 
Rs. 2,15,000 and Rs. 2,37,000, the sanctioned and the revised estimates, respec- 
tively, for the current year, and Rs. 2,30,237, the actaals of last year. The 
estimate includes a contribution*of 2 lakhs from the Caleutta Hospital Port Dues 
Fund to the Presideney General Hospital. A corresponding amount has been 
provided for in the estimate of Civil Works in charge of the Public Works 
Department for the construction of a paying patients' block in the hospital. 

30. Scientific and other Minor Departments.— The total receipts for next 
year are estimated at Rs. 2,57,000 against Вз, 2,67,000 and Rs, 2,57,000, the 
sanctioned and revised estimates, respectively, for the eurrent year. The esti- 
mate follows the revised estimate for the current year. The decrease is under 
Cinchona Plantation receipts owing to smaller sales of cinchona alkaloids. 
_ 31, Misceilanvous.—The receipts under this head fluctuate largely from 
year to year, and are difficult to forecast with certminty. © The estimate for 
next year has been based on the actuals of the last tire years and has been 
placed at Rs. 10,09,000, against Rs, 9,13,000 and Re, 9,30,000, the b and 
revised estimates, respectively, for the current year, and Rs, 11,33,7 » the 
—— of last year. The increase last year wus ehiefly under unclaimed 

eposits. Gus 

і 32, Irrigation Major Works (District Recei їв\.—'ТҺе budget estimate for 

the current year was Hs. 18,77,000, and the revised estimate is taken at 

Rs. 20,00,000 owing to an anticipated improvement ia the receipts from the 

Sone Canals. The actual receipts last year amounted to Ев, 20,20,889, and 
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the total revised ‘estimate for the current yéar has been reproduced in the ` 


budget for next ah t а-н 
~> 83. Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public Works Depart. 
_ meni—'l'be estimate of receipts for next year is Rs. 6,50,000, inst 
_ Rs. 5,40,000 and Rs. 6,99,000, thesanctioned and revised estimates, respeotively, 
for the current year, and Ra. 5,75,240, the actuals of last year. An increase 
As expected from both the Calcutta and the Eastern Canals, partly on account 
of a general increase in the'traffic and partly owing to the changes recently 
introduced in the administration of the canals. 

94. Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Depariment:—'l'he receipts 
for next year are estimated at Rs. 2,80,000, against Rs. 2,00,000 and 
Rs. 3,57,000, the sanctioned aud the revised estimates, res ctively, for the 
current year. The receipts under certain minor heads, including “ profits of 

, the Darjecling-Himalayan Railway” have been unusually large during the 
current year, 


$ 


EXPENDITURE, 


95. Refunds and Drawbacks.—The total Provincial expenditure of 
next year is estimated at Rs. 1,35,000 against Rs. 1,26,000, the sanctioned 
estimate for the current year. The estimate is based on the average actuals of 
the last three years, exclusive of special payments. 

36. Land Revenue.—'The total Provincial expenditure for next year is 
estimated at Rs. 47,22,000 against Rs, 44,00,000, the budget estimate for the 
current year, as shown below :— 


1904-1905. 
کک‎ 1905-1906, 
Budget. Revised. Budgot. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
(1) Charges of Distriot Ad- 
ministration * 34,53,000 31,61,000 35, 96,000 
(2) Charges on account of 
Land Revenue collec- 
tions  ... eus 1,000 1,000 1,400 
43) Management of Govern- 
ment estates tos 5,55,000 6.40,000 7,41,000 
(4) Survey and Settlement 3,00,000 3,41,000 2,91,000 
(5) Land Records and Agri- 
culture ... pao 91,000 1,02,000 93,600 
Total see 44,00,000 42,45,000 47,22,000 











The increase under (1) is due to provision having been made for—(a) the full 
sanctioned strength of officers and establishment, (^) an increase in the 
number of Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors and the improve- 
ment of the status of Sub-Deputy Collectors, (c) the pay of muharrirs and 
ons of additional Deputy Magistrates, (d) a new {steam-launch for the 
missioner of the Presidency Division, (¢) a larger grant for record-room 
establishment, and (f) increased charges for the management of private 
estates owing to the assumption of Bhowal and other estates. A provision of 
Rs. 1,50,000 has been made under (3) for the Sundarbans reclamation work. 
3T. Stamps.—The estimate for next year amounts to Rs. 7,00,000 
inst Rs. 7,50,000, the budget estimate for the current year. ‘I'he decrease 
is due to the transfer to the coutrol of the Government of India of the office 
of the Controller of vus c the eost of which has been debited to Imperial 
from the 1st July 1904. e Provincial share of the total expenditure (one- 
If) is Rs. 3,50,000. 

, e Th estimate for next year is Rs. 8,63,000 ‚ against 
Кв, 8,20,000, the budget grant for the current year. ў The increase is due to 
(в) increase of pay of the Personal Assistant of the Excise Commissioner owing 
to e promotion, (b) а lump provision of Rs. 20,000 for stren; thening the 
establishment employed in the districts.of the Orissa Division and Midnapore in 
- eonnection with the introduction of the contract distillery system, and (е) larger 
grants for special contingencies and rewards with reference to local require- 
ments, The Provincial share Nigeria ез amounts to Rs. 3,78,000. ' 

99. Provincial Rates—The estimate for next year is Rs. 92,000 against 
Rs, 1,04,000, the budget estimate fur 1904-1905, The decrease is chiefly under 
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Revaluation Che ri в and rtly als in the charges for 
been budgetted for accor to local requirements. 





40. Forests,—The total expenditure for next ‘year is estimated at 
Rs. 7,64,000 against Rs.7 ,61,000, the budget estimate for the current year, The 
increase is for the repairs of steamexs an bouts and for the purchase of marine 
stores in the Sundarbans Division. The Provincial share (one-fourth) is 
Rs, 1,91,000. Posible, 

4l. Registration—The estimate for next year is Rs. 9,96,000 against 
Rs. 9,70,000, the budget estimate for the current year. The increase is chiefly 
due to a lump provision of Rs. 20,000 for the reorganisation of the Department, 
although tly also to an increase in the pay of the Personal Assistant of the 
Inspector-General of Registration owing to grade promotion. The expenditure 
is entirely Provincial. 

49. ` General Administration.—T he total expenditure in the current year was 
originally estimated at Rs, 18,56,000, but in the revised estimate this hus been 
raised to Rs. 19,80,000. The increase has been explained in paragraph 6 
above. The estimate for next year is Rs. 19,02,000. 

43. Law and Justice — Courts of Law.—The budget estimate for the current 

ear was Rs. 1,00,00,000, but in the revised estimate this has been reduced to 
Re. 98,50,000 for the reasons explained in paragraph 5 above. The estimate for 
next year has been passed at Rs. 1,02,00,000 which includes provision for (a) 
an Additional Judge in the High Court for three months for inspection work ; 
(6) a larger expenditure under Fees to Pleaders with reference to actuals; 
(c) larger grants under salaries and establishment of Muusifs, diet and 
travelling exponses to witnésses and allowances to jurors and assessors, and 
(4) a moiety of the expenditure due to the increase in the number of Deputy 

agistrates and the improvement in the status of Sub-Deputy Magistrates, the 
other moiety having been included under Land Revenue, 

44. Jails.—The estimate for the current year was Rs, 26,80,000 against 
Rs. 27,33,193, the actuals of last year. The actuals of the first ten months of the 
year however show a decrease of only Rs. 3,000 as compared with the figures 
for last year, and the revised estimate for the year has accordingly been 
raised to Rs. 27,30,000. The increase is chiefly under Jail Manufactures and 
is due to larger expenditure on the purchase of raw materials. The estimate ior 
next year is Rs. 28,20,000. 

45. Police-—The following table compares the estimates under this 
head :— 

















1904-1905, 
1903-1904, 1905-1906 
Actuals, т S| Estima 
Budget | Revised. A 
1 $56] 3 
' it Rs. | Rs. 
(1) Presidenoy Police "v 8,06,526 9,17,000 
(2) Municipal » one 50,632 49,000 
(3) Superintendence * 1,74,834 1,66,000 
(4) District Executive Force ... 50,54,564 49,93,000 
(5) Village Police’ dee 47,176 
(0) Special — „ 


(7) Railway „ 





(10) Police reorganisation 
Total 


— 
rn 1 

46. The actuals of the first ten months of the current year indicate that 
there will be a large excess under the head “ District Executive Force." This 1» 


, mainly under the sub-head ‘Supplies and Services,” and is due to additional 
grants for petty construction and repairs and the purchase of furniture and law 
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dy arine.—The estimate for next year is Rs, 11,23,000 against 
Rs. 17,40,000 and Rs, 18,00,000, the budget and the revised estimates respec- 
KA ijr the current year. , The estimate includes Rs. 45,000 for the payment 







delivery charges of the new steamer Fraser. The sum of Rs. 6,91,000 
in the revised estimate for the current year to meet the cost of 
. * the vessel Provision has been made for tho salaries and allowances of 
E etc., for the new vessel, | 
= 48. + Eiteation.—The total Provincial expenditure in the current year 
` was originally estimated at Rs, 35,19,000, but in the revised estimate this 
Ж has been raised to Rs. 35,02,000. ‘I'he variations among several heads are 
shown in Appendix B. The estimate for next year is Rs. 47,52,000, to 
which must be added Rs. 4,55,656 which is transferred to District Boards 
through the head of Contributions from Provincial to Local, and Rs. 2,00,000 
which has been added to the ordinary grant of the Publie Works Department 
for the construction of the Dacca College building. Tho total expenditure . 
for Education will therefore be Rs. , 54,07,656. The following table shows 
the growth of expenditure under this head both in the Provincial and 
District Board accounts from the year 1901-02 :— 





























Account. Revised Budget 
— — — estimate, | estimate, 
* 
19011902. [1902-1908 1903-1904. | 1904-1905, | 1905-1906. 
Provincial. Rs. Ra. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
Direction bet ..] 78,000 68,000 90,000 90,000 89,000 


я 3,53,000 | 3,44,000 | 3,42,000 


Inspection А m 3,38,000 | 8,42,000 
< Government Colleges, General | 5,34,000 | 5,56,000 5,49,000 
^ Ditto do. Profes- 


5,90,000 | 6,59,000 
he 







| sional — .. | 2,13,000 | 2,28,000 + 2,71,000 | 2,12,000 | 2,97,000 
'^ Government Schools, General | 6,27,000 | 6,47,000 | 7,20,000 | 7,00,000 | 7,21,000 
Ditto do. Special | 2,59,000 | 2,64,000 | 3,42,000 | 3,82,000 | 5, 
Grants-in-aid ... „.| 693,000 | 7,24,000 | 8,05,000 | &,18,000 | 8,20,000 
Ee» | 1,97,000 | 1,99,000 | 1,95,000 | 1,91,000 | 2,10,000 4 
Lump provision for Prim 
NEL кА Ие URN MAD М, ДЬ 10,00,000 . 
igi provision for University 2.00.0 
UM E "| 85,000 | "76,000 | 121,000 |  90,000| 156000 
Refunds с, 11] * 2000} 60001 '7 1000) ð, 





t Eu 


ae 8 ا‎ 83,11,000 | 3,66,000 | 3,66,000 | 3,66,000 
of —““ ra 46 1 1,30,000 | 1,34,000 1,34,000 
dg voit LPS do 12. | 8,55,000 | 12,30,000 | 12,29,000 | 12,50,000 | 12,60,000 
com larships ... 30,000 | 31,000} 33,000 | 37,000 S000 








Tn : V ` 82,000| 61,000 
Ы? АГА? ee "e ЭҢ, 
ЩИ Total Local ~.. | 18,82,000 | 17,48,000 | 18,19,000 | 18,38,000 | 18,48,000 


' Guaxp Toran ove 42,73,000 48,60,000 | 52,61,000 | 64,00,000 | 66,00,000 








Ode 49. The principal items for which special provision has been made in the 
| estimate are given in paragraph 13 above, 
m “ 
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the current ye: 
ў budget provision of Rs. 97,000 f 
dian Medical Service Officers against Rs: 1,20,000 р; 









the pay. of ed ; 
the prevalence of-plague, including a special grant of Hs. 50,000 to the Di | 
sional Commissioners for special plague measures. А provision of Rs. 13,900 
has been made for grants to leper asylums out of the special assignment of five 
lakhs given in last year from the Imperial surplus for distribution to certain 


public institutions. 


51. Scientific and other Minor Depariments.—'The estimate for next year is . 


Rs. 9,40,000 against Rs. 6,80,000, the budget estimate for the current year. The 

budget total includes the following amounts:—(a) Rs. 60,000 for tho development 

of the Veterinary Institution, (5) Rs. 5,000 for an experimental farm at Cuttack, 

(c) Rs. 5,000 for cotton cultivation, (4) Rs. 50,000 for experiments in connec. 

tion with the cultivation of indigo, (e) Rs. 6,000 for Bengal Provincial 

Agricultural Association, (/) Rs. 8,000 for bull-rearing farms, (g) Rs. 15,000 

for the pay and establishment of the Deputy Director of ——— (^) 

Rs. 25,000 for salary and allowances and establishment of the Registrar, 

їз usc Credit Societies, and (7) Rs. 40,000 for the enlargement of the 

Cinchona Factory. 

92. Superannuation.—' The expenditure under this head shows a progres- 
sive enhancement owing to the increase in the claims to pensions." The estimate 
for next year is Rs. 28,15,000 against Rs. 26,57,000 and Rs. 27,04,000, 
the sanctioned and the revised estimates respectively for the current year 
and Rs. 25,84,376, the actuals of last year. 

53. Stationery and Printing.—The estimate of next year is Rs. 12,22,000 
against Rs. 13,83,000, the sanctioned estimate for the current year. The 
decrease is due to tho imperialization of the Stationery Department of the 
Stationery Office at the Presidency and to smaller provision having been made 
for the purchase and supply of type-writers from the Central Stores. ©” 

64. Miscelluneous.—The revised estimate for the current year is 
Rs. 3,44,000 against Rs. 2,72,000, the original budget estimate for the year. 
The increase is due to the grants to the District Charitable Society, to the 
Young Women's Christian Association and tothe Calcutta Orphanage for Hindus 
and also to larger expenditare under Supplies and Services and Contingencies 
of circuit-houses. ‘The estimate for next year is Rs. 3,14,000 and includes 
Rs, 25,000 for charges in connection with the deputation of Mr. Savage on 

‘village chaukidari work, and Rs: 4,000 for the examination and arrangement of 
Government records. 

* ő, Irrigation—Major Works.—Under the catagory of Major Works are 
included the Orissa Canals, the Midnapore Canal, the Hijili Tidal Canal, 
and the Sone Canals, the outlay for the construction and extension of which has 
for the most part been advanced from the Imperial Treasury. The Provincial 
Government, which gets the receipts from the works, is responsible for their 
maintenance and for the payment of interest on the capital expenditure. The 
total grant for working expenses for next year is Rs. 11,04,090, against, 
Rs. 11,74,000, the budget grant for the current yeag, and Rs. 10,17,041, the 
actuals of last year. 

96. Irrigation—Minor Works in charge of the Public Works Department.— 
The estimate for next year is Rs. 20,04,000, against Es. 13,81,000, the budget 
estimate for the current year, and Rs. 17,02,188, the actuals of last year, The 
grant for expenditure on Capital Account has been raised from Ks, 1,72,000 
in the current year to Rs. 2,87,000 in next year, and provides Rs, 1,44,000 
for the canal between Dhappa and Bamunghatta, Rs, 50,000 for the Madaripur 
Bhil route, and Rs, 41,000 for the Dudhai Canal. The estimate also includes 
Rs. 11,583,000 for agricultural and drainage works against Rs. 6,91,000, 
the sanctioned grant for the current усаг, ' 
ке he Rs. 3,75,000 as Government contribution in aid of the Magrahat 

me, ^ , 
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the current year. The estimate also provides Rs. 70,000 for expenses during 


‘The increase is mainly duo to the ` 
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uted thus == 








in charge of the Publio 
‘Rs, 60,28,000, which ia - 





_ Original Works * An Че, VH 3125,00 
ү = ae ы ... 15,08,00 

blishment E "y JM bi "S "300 

Tools and Plant ep * * AB; ‚110 

Total .. 56,48,00 

* * " 
г. Тһе allotment for original works includes the following grants: ⸗ Р 

Double Munsifi at Basirhat А * "^ 21,100 

Treble Munsifi at Narail Ur Me As 31,400 

Residences of Munsifs уе PAL. 6i 50,000 

к Ditto for Subdivisional Officers Si i» 34,800 

* Fourth Block in Writers’ Buildings N. * 45,000 

Installation of electric light and fans in Writers’ Buildings ... 23,000 - 

Extension of High Court buildings Nn +» — 1,00,000 

Ganja golah, Naogong > eee "is өөө 93,600 

New Presidenoy Jail * А ese 2,00,000 

Boalia Jail * “ы * "es 20,000 

` Berhampore and other Jail buildings * ... — 1,50,000 

New Dacca College, ... dee , e.e — 2,927,500 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack Qr 2 oke 18,600 = 

Dow Hill Girls' School a T. i 39,000 

Acquisition of land for extending the Bethuno Oollege 

compound ws ede ase & 87,000 
Surgical ward, Medical College ' ... eo» «+ — 1,00,000 
Nurses quarters, ditto * ле «ee ^ 70,000 

Ditto, acquisition of land... - vi -. 189,000 
Furniture and fittings for the new Pathological blook, 

Medical College Р бее eve m 36,000 
Constructing Pathological block ... * vss 12,000, 
Camptell Hospital buildings, reconstruotion — ... а) j 

. . Ditto, remodelling the central block e; 30,000 
Paying-patients’ block in the Presidency General Hospital ... 2,00,000 
Paving the Medical College Hospital with marble eve 48,800 
Nurses’ quarters, Shumboo Nath Pandit’s Hospital * 20,800 
Removal of Central Lunatio Asylum from Berhampore 50,000 
Leoture-room and Museum, Medical School, Cujtack 24,200 
Improvements in Temple Medical School, Bankipore 83,000 
Housing of officials in Calcutta  ... ao ^. — 1,00,000 
Residences for Government officials in mufassal . - 2,00,000 

` *. New Ligh Level Tista Valley Road d re — 2,00,000 
^ 4 
E ox * Total .. 29,293,900. 


„ buildin, 
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58. Civi! Works in charge of the Civil Department,— The estimate for 
next year is Rs. 25,82,000 and includes the following items :—Rs. , 6,50,000 


for 


iint to Municipalities and Excluded Local. Funds which are adjusted 
under this head; Hs. 4,02,000 for the construction of Police and Jail 
gs in addition to the provision in the Public Works Department 


budget; Rs. 1,00,000 for a model college at Ranchi; Rs. 9,00,000 for the 


transfer of Jail and 


officers’ houses in Howrah and officers quarters in 


Burdwan ; Rs. 49,000 for improvements in the Howrah General Hospital and 

the Medical College Hospital; and Rs, 4,31,000 for revetting the river bank in 

the Port of Chittagong and for the purchase of a dredger for use in that port, 
` ` “59. Contributions from Provincial to Local.—The original estimate for 





e curren ounting to Ks. 15,29,000, has been reduced to Rs, 13 87,000 

EUN iate, iis wi rovision for unforeseen grants was not utilised 
he extent anticipated in J 

Ўт 000 aud jnolides a provision of 12j lakhs, being the assignment 
ed by the Government of India from the Imperial surplus for 

ic Boards for expenditure on Civil Works, ° > 


arch 1904. The estimate for next year is 






^ Opening balance — «+ - 


Principal Heads of Revenue— 


i Proper „.| 1,07,16,516 
L--Iand Revenue { Adjustments ... |+1,08,26,401 
IV.—Stamps ... ove .| 1 AR 76, 686 
V.—Exciso ... i SR * '81 47,972 
Vi.—Provincial Rates ose 50,40,440 
VII.—Customs ... ose “ 2,58, 387 
VIII.—Assessed Taxes * 24,72,907. 
IX.—Forests ... avi 5,92; 762 
X.— Registration Ea „чы; . 8,933,297 
Total 5,82,05,198 
XII, Interest ... es * 8,25 780 
' Receipts by Civil Department | 
XVI.—Law and Justice {sais ng Nn 
XVIL-—Polie ... esf Se 1,84,038 | 
XVIII.—Marine . * L| 19,8, ‚977 | 
cmm * — 7 08,7 01 
XX.—Medical 2,380,237 
XXI.—Beientific ‘and other Minor Depart- t 
ments... ove 2,45,647 
Total * .. | ` 49,41,809 
Miscellaneous ? 
*XXII.— Receipts in aid of Superannuation . 
XXIII. —Stationery and TE * 
Total LE 
Irrigation 
XXIX.—Major Works (direct receipts) se 
XXX.—Minor Works and Navi 
By Public Works Department... 
By Civil Department bi 
. * 
Buildings and Boads— 
хаті oi Works 
By Public Works MESS CAN 


By Civil Department 


Rs. 
55,29,422 











^ 3,06,53 
249,06 
1,01,00 




























72.19 
50,25 
719,87 
288 
17,00 


441,78 


7,97 
12,00 
















ше demand on the revenues— 
Refunds and Drawbacks 


^ Assignments and Spei 
3. Land Revenue 


6. Stamps 
7. Excise s 
¢, 8. Provincial Rates 
pub oe 
sse es 
11. Forests а 
12. Registration 


Total 
13. Interest on ordinary debt 


Post Office, Telegraph and Mint— 
15. Post Office 


Salaries and expenses of the Civil Department— 


18. General Administration 


Courts of Law | ... 96,48,518 

19. oe and Justice {Sain 8 27,33 198 

. 20. Police А В T 65,71,685 
21. Marine T 10,64,645 
22, Education ... - 34,41,832 
24. Medical ‘a 21,48,271 
25. Political 19,314 


26. Scientific and „other Minor Depart- 


* ments 


Total 


Miscellaneous— 
29. Superannuation, &c. PR 
30. Stationery and Printing 
82. Miscellaneous sae 


Total 


Railway Revenue Account— 
40. Subsidised Company's land 


lesion 
42. Major Works— 
orking Expenses 


Interest on Debt — ... 

48. Minor Works and Navigation— 
By Public Works Department 
By Civil Department 


Total 


Buildings and Roads— 
45. Civil Works— 


By Public Works Department... 74,89,073 

By Civil Department Ber 1,66,189 

Total | 7605,62 

E Contributions * | 19,86,545 

5 ы Total Expenditure +, | 5,46,96,636 
es balance ^. | 1,42,52,918 


GraxD Torat 


ial surplus (+) or deficit(—) 
» x 





eos 1,87,888 1,26 
1,65,710 1,70 
«x 89,50,711 44,00 
“ 5,54,999 3,90 
- 4,00,779 8,59 
89,290 1,04 
9,77,774 ескй 
92,889 41 
8,51,754 


| 1017041 
ws | 24,52,008 

17,62,188 
PH 5,549 


... | 6,89,49,554 


4,80,1883 


6,055 


— — 






19,041,677 













7,00,871 


2,82,32,956 











25,84,376 
12,42,046 
3,48,648 


41,70,070 














+87,28,496 
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. — oid] quant to start now Piin cial 





: Bengal Provincial Receipts, in fail, of minor heads. 
(The figures in columns 4 and 5 are those accepted ky’ ће Government of 


The remarks їп column 6, exoept ` when otherwise specially — refer Е ает 
between columns 3 and 5. З 


I.— Land Revenue— * : £ 





















































































Gross Revenue * 1,000 | 4,10 90,900 | 4,10 W000 | The revised stimato fe based 
Land X ame ane ce co | 10,038,080) 4,21,60,000 | 4,10,00,000 | Dr ———\ on the actuals of 12 months 
—— Feb 1905, 
20е rense with 
caused to the érops inta 
| T in the bu 
for 1906-1908 is due to «реле 
1 collections on accou 
of —* reco. 
, veries accoun survey 
Deduct 12 per cent. on collections from Government * changes, - : 
Deduct —— "lar s and Backergunge Survey м; * ле Bihar— м. 
апа Bettiement charges (Imperial) 2,006,619) 4,80,000 8,45,000 NorthfBhagalpur .., e 8 
Total deduction — .. 8,96,353| 11,27,000 | 11,60,000 | 15,27,000 Chota Ма Nagpur ` is 
amount divisible bet Imperial and Pro- — 
Te meen i m a кык О vs ase | 4,01,06,797| 4,00,28,000 | 3,95,40,000 | 4,03,76,000 — ge T им 
| | س ا ل‎ 2. 70,000 
Provincial share of above (one-fourth) .. 1,00,20,682 1,00,06,000 | 99,60,000 | 1,00,04,000 — 
t. ns from "Government it Total — ... $45,000 
yt. au la caer er atl esae] natam €,80,000 | 6,82,000 aot 
Net  ..| 1,07,16,510| 1,06,53,000 онно 1,07,76,000 
Add on account of adjustments as shown below ... |+1,08,26,401 + 49,06,000 | +50,27, + 80,35,000 » 
Total Provincial share 2,10,42,917| 1,55,59,000 | 1,66,67,000 | 1,94,11,000 
Adjustments— . 
سے‎ ———————————— 
Fixed contribution to Imperial — ba the 
рвут ИЙ б... ow — even 
Hort — of the South Lushai Administra- à ы 
For transfer of ‘the Economic and Art Section of * 
Indian Muse tase " 
For transfer ot “Statistical Department “ot the ۰ 
Bengal Secretaria the Office of the 
Director-General ч Statistics * өөө оо 
Compensation to the Assam Administration 
on account of e realisation in Bengal of 
income-tax from the Assam- Bengal Railway ... wong өш» 
Compensation to the Central Provinces Ad- 
minjstration on account of the realisation in 
of income-tax from the Bengal-Nagpur : 
Adjustines tof the cost of МЕМ. б. Mukerji's * um d 
—— tation to the Central Provinces to enquire 
in! She tower silk industry РА m 2,000 
Adjustment for Bengal Government tribution 
towards Raj Kumar Col! cer ا وھ‎ aed 2,000 2,000 
—— from Provincial in consue 
the transfer of the maintenance of 
ш "reete ridge Road to the Military 4 
Departmen! 50,000 
od baton . for the transter of the Stamp and 
Stationery Office а эө s abt sd " 68,000 The revised estimate ro- 
—— T presents ch for nine 
Total... ped 1,70,000 months only lst July 
904, the dato of transfer from 
Imperial, 


Deduct to be recovered from Хари * 
Fixed contribution from ^ Revenues 
PI the new Provincial Settlement ... 





Contributi: account of the » 
on Ж... un: Gateutia Im- 


provement 
Grant from Imperial surplus for special works of 
pabiic utili! 


t; 
Contribution jon for % transfer of. Imperial buildings 


Tor 1903-1904 
ment for resumed chaukidari 
p: меене the le procedi 
t Comiribution for incre of зраб на? 
lor 
Education in pends “under 


Assignment for remissi income-t 
Cintecele SR en d 
1 
یت م‎ К ec 
T ех 
with the Teesta Vi valley Rond p ^ o 
—— ا‎ Police * 


e 





E 


6 preservation ot ancient 





udi 
Contribution for Monuments and An xt 
^ Contribution on account of improvemen' ple 4,31,000 
) zs 3 for olice УОК уз L4 a 12,00,000 
м to DE Гү 
Ditto selection and Forage of cotton: 








"Do. dt courta mme 
и 







3,10,000 
1,60,000 


Do. of; plain to be used court-fee 
* 


27,182 30,000 


г 1н тозе ое е o nu 


Total 2 . 











Provincalahar м ш i | 1,48,76,036 





V.—Excise— 








License ——— foes ana duties for the sale of 
























цогв а! 
Indian-made liquoreeiclsed i tariff rates | 830216] #00 900000 
ee a 
Bel bend à cas Tar ые SAM 
Qni — = - - ,90,006 | 7,49, 3838 
Other drugs, ganja, bhang, &c. ... OoOO f 17,75,802 | 17,51,000 | 18,50,000 
Total 1,97, 15,998 






Gain on sale-proceeds of excise opium e ma | 18,057,056 







. 17,70,000 
Duty on ganja ә 0. ee ө о ү 


16,84,166 
Fines, confiscations and miscellaneous م ای‎ 35,035 


$ GRAND TOTAL 


Provincial share se eos u 0 0 73,06,000 





VI.— Provincial Rates— 


Public works cess 4. eomm 





| 4854713 | 48,74,000 |  50,00,000 


1,65,727 1,51,000 | 1,60,000 


General rates for the management of private estates 








Total ... 





the com) 
1,98,35,514 | 2,02, 00,000 2,08,00,000 | 2,14,00,000 The revised estimate is based 


1,01,00,000 | 1,04,00,000 | 1,07,00,000 











58,84,000 Revised. based оп the actuals 
anm he first ten months of 


10041906. 


bor 
28,000 





on unstam or 
insuficien ly stamped doou- 






The decrease in the нан is 
due to no composition d 

having been renlized turing 

the year, The estimate pro- 

* for ex increase 
tion duty, 







on mouths’ actuals, 
the Бере allowsa normal 
increase of 6 lakhs, 

















4,00,000 
9,00,000 


83,70,000 


12,00,000 
8,00, 
18,50,000 


1 ,37,80,000 | “1,29,08,000 1,35,20,000 Budget framed with reference 


18,00,000 
30,000 


1,62,95,944 | 1,65,00,000 | 1,67,00,000 | 1,73,60,000 Tho Feria estimate is based 


on ten months’ actuals, 





Т, 91,000 


61,60,000 | The increase in the revised 
is attributed to revision of 
assessment by valuation apd apd 
revaluation 
tricts and inay to de 
col — —— . The 

revalua! now in progress 
in certain districts are expec- 
ted to be completed in 1904. 
1905 and increase from these 
districts expected in next 


d The h increase in budget. is d 
ами {о {һе preci и | the 
Жык ostato by the Court. 
of Wards. 

















* 


moe уу Government from salaries and pen- 
м, e бис 
FÜyorcompany s. 02 vo se „ .. 
Deductions fr. fita of Rail Companies 4 
Tncometar qu sceuritiee of local authority or com: 
Ordinary collections .. 2 mw e wi 


Li 


- 1 - ” 




















IX.—Foreste— 
I.—Timber and other produce removed from the 
forests by Government agency e oem 1,72,614 2,63,000 2,35,000 2,40,000 | The decrease in revised is 
due to smaller receipts from 
1L.—Timber and other produce removed from the timber in Ваха, 
forests by consumers or purchasers e- 8,40,709 8,38,300 8,87,000 9,11,000 | The increase in the revised ів 
Б Kui 2 
and —— The esti- 
mate is based on expectation 
111,—Dritt and waif-wood and confiscated forest of Local officers. 
- e» am — = - 8,153 8,000 6,000 6,000 
V,-Miscellanouu8 — ... = ~ = ase oe 88,047 40,700 52,000 43,000 | The increase in the revised із 
| —— by a печей. of 
years 
Tho Ra of H [i 
the Омо Division and 
the sale of worn-out steam- 
cutter in the Sundarbans 
Division. 
Total 11,80,000 | 12,00,000 
Provıncial share „ = æ = ~] 2,95,000 3,00,000 
E — ———— 
X.—Ragistration— 
Foos for registering documents ... .. «. | 15, 65,610 
Fees for copies of registered documents —4 87,896 
Miscellaneous sse se se oe tm = om 02,947 
n Total 10,00,453 
Provincial sharo - б 8,383,227 





XII.— Interest 











On drainage and embankment ad- 
^ LLL-—Interest on loans to landholders, 5, —. 
7 TY Interest on loans to Municipal tnd име 

Corporations (excluding Presi- 
Зепсу Corporations) ose m ms 
Interest on Government socuritieS „ s s 


e xis‏ سی م 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor’s‏ 


Estimates follow the actuals 
‘of 1903-1904 and revised 
estimate for 


0,15,000 The decrrate in тота ja * 
38,000 


Higa co om Sa 


14,15,485 | 12,00,000 | 13,50,000 

















10,000 9,000 | 10,000 
33,000 60,000 


Police supplied to Municipal, Cantonment and Town zl 


—— Жы and Punitive Tolles » вш? 





The deorcasoin the revised. is 

dne to smaller on 
panies, i 
rank yo fg 


1,212 67,000 76,000 76,000 

эн‏ اس 

„| 11,77,806 | 1110,000 11,92,000 | 12,30,000 Бойно teng on average 
7,500 20,000 19,500 


Tarn] ne 


19,09,282 | 1141,00 





d 
j 


i 
^ 






















XX.—Moedical— | 
ö— — — — 
School College e 12 еей 2 еы 6 
1 recei; Y ри paying patients) ... I. 







natio — e ow ө 
hati anaal uu Municipalities “and "private 
ИИИ seh P — 





4,801 2,46,000 | Estimate inc! tion 







Miscellaneous өш у) a ee ie C es m 
4,37,000 | Revised based on the first ten 
actuals, 


* 








> 

XXI.—Sceientific and other Minor Departments-— . 
AME" o à 
Oinehons plantation, us Vm 2,02,000 | The decrease in the revised is 
йшй fone керинен Y 54 300 "iam зыш -e E smaller sales of 
L| on 47 us Me ape SIS , 
Meeiisadous ПИКЕ M л dm 

Total ,,, : 2,07,000 | 2,07,000 | —$,57,000 | Revised based on the 





of Native members fof the 
lent to Municipalities or 
co. 










materials — #4 8 878 15,000 15,000 
борне audits (of Municipa ana pi | АТА | м | эю) ша 
Dm mo „| e] 48,000 47,000 

















"E 
= * 
f 
LJ 
8000 
68,000 
1,03,000 А 
10,00,000 | Revised based on the actuals 
of first ten months of 1904- 
1906, 
15,000, 15,000 1 
ua бышуу 
' А бао Won? {а the 
Midna нн rere st —8 Нч 600 1,98,000 "m ^ 
Bone — 12,27,000 | 13,5000 | 1350000 
20,80,840 | 1571,00 | 309,00 | тою Р 
— — — 
XXX.—Minor Works—(Direot Receipts). Я 
——— А E x Я, 5 
Is ONARGB o» THE PuBLIC Works Drranracsr, | 
(Irrigation and Navigation Works.) Ps a | 
Warka for vit Capita) and Revenue accounts are . 


нарро Н 074 502 
` Calouttaand Eastern Camis .. у — 8,98,811 3,80,000 
* 








ipts and is патен ted 

receipts a attriba т 

rtly to the general TR A 
E alf artiola ot trato рогов у 
rough t ٤ 


tion — 
vala — 


Me 


EXC Я vat v 















APPENDIX B. — 


— en Bengal Provincial Expenditure, in detail, of minor heads, | 


ё 


ri 


[The figures in columns 4 and 6 are those accepted by the Government of India.) 


_ The remarks in column 6, except when otherwise specially explained, refer to ашаб 
beiween coiumns 3 and 5, 


L—HBefende and Drawbaoks— ' 






Sanetionet 
Estimate, 















on - m m 1,898,904 80,000 

ore n aes - 5,758 6,000 

= ш 9 om 12,073 6,000 

а ы e ooi 1,774 1,000 — 

ore, tae e^ oe in 4,000 4,000 4,000 

-— ө rm " „212 

- v^ v — рвав 10, Made wholly Imperial under 


Total .. 1,87,893 1,26,000 





the new settlement. 
1,36,000 | The estimate is generally based 
on the average actuals of Inst 
LL years, — ot 
Special tw. he 
۶ А crease in^ 1906-1905 and 
106.1906 ns compared with 
the actuals is due to readjust- 
ment of Provincial shares im 
| heads of Revenue divided 





between Imperia! and Provin- 
cia], 





س — 





2.— Assignments and Compensations— — * | 

















1,95,710 1,70,000 1,70,000 


1,62,000 | Estimate based on av 
: actuals of last three yam 



































Charges of District Administration— " 
—— Establishment اف‎ ой n 28,05,866 | 29,81,000 | 28,08,000 | 80,07,000 | The decrease in Revised ts due 
to non-utilization of the 

grants for the ization 
of the Subordinate Executive 
Bervice and for the additions) 
anpintmente of Deputy 
Magi-trutes. Budget includes 
^ moiety of Hs, 2,85,600 for 
the nbove purpose, a moiety 


of Ra. 75,000 for of 
mahurrirs and as of Adai. 
tional Deputy Magistrates, 


visions) Establishment tee 1,30,000 
n nd Ê. | site|) Тою] 2 ~2,000 
отту Д-у АКИ “$0700 | волен. includes additional 
(or оору =) * gaat to the Board of 
vonne, 


- —)17,000 25,900 | The 1 realisation of sur. 
Survey of Waste Lands (Establishment) 26,000 | (—) —* ле н а ar 


reduction of charges in 1904- 
1905. 








Mansgement of Private Estates under Act X of 
1992 























eae tale ыт. ы 27,000 30,000 34,000 
pe dcr for — — Y 1,50,009 1,11,000 
Deduct probable savings — ... —— — 
"Total charges of District Administration Ра 38,985,000 | 
Charges on account of Land Revenue Collections ... 1,400 


— ol Government Estates— 
Roven a ^" ” 
~, Estimate is tor larger expen 
. diture under Establishment. 
. 


3,72,000 | Bud, includes Ra, 1,60,000 


Outisy on improvements . „2 awe —————— | tor Sunderbans reclamation. 


Deduct probable savings 








LE Pope em. Dol sting Bengal Dees: 


| 78,600 | The Revised Retimate includes 
я larger expenditure on Мійпа- 


m 














8 А 
p Executive Establishment - 
Establishment est X, э avons 
For rounding — « 


! Oharges for the sale of gonoral —— 
Discount on sale of one-anna stam 

Ditto Ыйсага нме or handles e 

Ditto otber general 


idi 


$ 


Oharges on sale of court-fee stamps— 
Increase in view of increase i 
receipts. * 


Discount on sale of adhesive stamps "^ 


Ditto в for copii m 
establishment for sale of stamps — .« — «« 








٨ * 
For rounding 
А Total 
Discount on plain 3 yi * 97,000 20,000 ' 
p«paper supplied from Central Stores... 3,80,000 | — 3,46 3,46,000 | — based on past se- 
Grand Tota! 7,00 NL Bernd еч on actuals of 
' Provincial sharo „ө ө 3,56,000 3,50,000 















Buperintendence — .. se se ө е © 74,000 79,000 
Presidency Establishment 
Onleutta Collectorate (йе) ss se s ww 60,978 62,724 
Inspection and Prevention ave e^ 19,025 16,542 


Allowances and Contingencies Of dio — .- 19,805 15,705 380 | The increase in the Revised is 


for ents of re- 
a hem t^ 


District Executive Establishment— 


Sadar Establishment „2 wm u mm 1,25,016 The estimate includes Be. 
20, д» —* — the 
ев! шеп! n 
the districte of Ori ‘Sit Dive 
Inspection and Provention vu wm o ow 2,209,296 rre 
Allowanges s.e 2 se se u + оъ 1,38,300 

















Presi Establish ment "T E 10,000 
Establishment ... ч = = Estimnte includes larger 
grants for eontingen · 
* according to local re- 
For rounding sella Cete cup PED жне» 8 Dd 
Total 
Provinoialéháré ш „ oe o ee 
BELLE LV س‎ — 
* 
i 
8.— Provincial Rates— 
ROTI E ERO —— 
Oollection of*Rates and Ceased ` ss se su us 14,611 000 
‹ 3,14, 3,34, 8,97,000 | — 3,24,000 ۱ based in actual 
ж Valuation and Revaluation ve an am а | 2460,706 | ,68,000 | 2,11,000| 1,3,0 |) 2004 
| Zs BE 
” i Total 4,55,810 | - The in the Revised is 
| pe mme алоо | O E ac f 
y Some ta galarios and ostab- 
. 4 4 
: + arii nd debitable to Local for cost of ; 
y road cess col 2,92,000 2,18,000 ‘ 
ron Abita i Lon tor Teva |} tano |f ы 
# —8 — Ss 1,12,000 74,000 





| Deduet-jrd sharo of recover secount. 
tion of arrear cesses n * ot Sollee. 





E 


` айз 54,000 86,000 | 
be ARN! 


















































, Oa — Rs. Ra. Ra. 
-Collector's Establishment” — 7. TY) 19680 | => pe ; 
Appraising - Ка! ens aa 83,008 E i 
$ ans m - ~ н 3,561,490 Md 
Bupplicward Beric LOL TOI Hindu 
Contingencies жө! ipie]. —— " 27,005 
Total Calcutta — 9,29,286 
Balasore о ө ө ө ө 
Ohitvagong . " ^ m E ^ 
Puri . je в — ш 
Grasp Toran v Made wholly [i 1 
2 : let April DA — 

10.— Assessed Taxes— 

Caloutta Establishment se soo mmm 71,947 73,000 70,000 77,000 | ‘Tho decrease in the Revised is 
for smaller expenditare under 
Kstablishmen The esti- 
mate includes provision for 
a Deputy Collector and 
Examiner of marwari ac- 
counts. 

District " . oe 1,183,381 91,000 90,000 81,000 | In the estimnte smaller provi- 
[CN RW 
ihe mufasml, an 

Total ... 1,84,078 1,64,000 1,58,000 

Provinoial share =. .. ewe 92,830 41,000 39,000 








заа ERE ee ORE —Forests— 








IL—Timber and other produce removed from 


the forests by consumers or purchasers 76,000 


65,243 70,800 


70,000 


















* 
—Dritt -wood loz — кон 
M nd we 9 2,440 $,000 2,000 2,000 
Vi.—Live-stock, stores, tools and plant 4, .. 15,281 20,500 


85,074 91,000 


Стати and buildings $a 





ХПА, —Orcanisation, improvement and extension of 
? { forests WT aei Sen De wag СНА OP” pee 


JX.—Miscellaneons | 
çh Н Toil A.-Conservancy and Works ... 


B,— Establishments, 





A.—Conservancy and ees ee ee PC due STRIP. ie 
JM and other produce removed from 
the forests by Government agency ow 1,19, 754 1,23,000 1,05,000 1,22,000 | The decrease in the Revised is 


due to reduction of depart- 
menta! works in several 


divisions. 


Bode includes provision for 
increasing temporary estab- 
lishments in accordance with 
growing s — while 
11,000 has ded 
for repairs of gon oes and 
boats and Re. 7,000 for gar 
purchase of сол) in the Sun- 
derbans Division. 


No purchase ө, elephant was 


pecewury ая budgetted «for 


in 2904-1905, The onte 
includes Rs, 5,500 for the 
chase of a new sten m-cu 

for the Sunderbans Division. 


ing of u better house for 
precited assistants in the 
nderbans Division than 
‘wus originally proposed, The 
—— includes Ra, 16,500 
the construction of 
mania Binghbnam Division 
and Rs. 7,500 for В oon- 
struction of tanks in Angul 
Division. 





for 
Rs, —— for delimitation 
iom of new reserves 


[oe the rOhistagong Division. 


he eetimate pro: ` 
vides — the full provincial 


LI 










22,000 
2,21,000 


0,62,000 | 0,05,000 





13.— Interest on Ordinary Debt — 














terest ial Ad and Loan A t..| 1,96,719 000 1,99,000,| 2,22,000 | Based on the estimated 
Jn on Provine! vance ın Accoun 95, 2,23, ,99, ps on —— M nen 


carrying interest at 3} per 
cent, per annum, 











15.— Post office — 








District Post Charges ie теа fro 





18.— General Adminisiration— 












Salary ol Lioutenant-Governor me эө onj 1,038,561 96,000 96,000 
Salary of Chief Commissioner and Exchange Com- ў 96,000 
у *R Е — — 4,400 } { 18,060 — 


Staff and household of Lioutenant:Governor .. „| — 72:59 | — 75000 | 87,000] воо | Tha 


Expenditure fı allowan ao A - 434 000 
Tour —— —€—— = ie - — wl! Ert di pe] Kk 
—— mm Tnm j 0,78,000 | — 6,28,000 | — 5,91,000 













83,000 


25,000 





96,000 


8,83,000 


8,000 


85,000 


12,94,000 
6,18,000 
26,000 
17,33,000 


31,000 
4,20,000 









1,60,000 
8,18,000 


* 183,81,000 


— — — | fees to pl 


55,000 | Reduction is nominal and is 
due to the transfer’ of pay of 





۰ соруша Ж this cu * 
D e 
[E 
95,000 
13,09,000 


00 | Deer. due t 
98,7 rem d£ оло provision 


ving oe 
change compensation allow- 
ance. 


3,51,000 | The increase in the revised ie 
| due to la payments of 
ш eriminal 


88,900 
1,94,000 


Larger provision has been 
made x fees to pleaders 
with reference to actuals. 





cases, 
8,000 


90,000 Таны» Wd эга» due 
revision ез! lishment 
recently sanctioned, 


12,84,338 
6,32,144 


23,238 
17,96,577 | The increase in the revised 
estimate is under salaries of 
Munsifs. The estimate ine 
cludes provision fora 


nomber of and 
establishment, 
32,000 
4,08,500 | The Increase in the чие ія 
under diet and travel! 
expenses of witnesses: 


allowances to jurors and 

includes MS ish "e 

nc: nu for 
the жае potpore and also 
» | for rowu to copy ista, 

169,704 » 

‚40,000 


51,24 795 
"12,795 


51,00,000 
1,68,000 


34,18,000 










51,14,000 


1,69,000 


25,13,000 | The deerense in the revised is 
chiefly due to savings under 
salaries. The estimate in- 
cludes a provision for the re. 
orgavization ot Deputy 
кери rates and Bub. 
Collectors, for addit 
establishment under new 
Deputy Magistrates n4 ux- 
p under Land Revenue, 


* 


‘Medical Establishment 


ita! "E ow 
ol 5 


Allowances i 
пас lant 
Charges for Police Custody 


E 


ior Live-stock and Tools 


Total Jails 





Refunds ow ее — * е 
j GnAND TOTAL 
20.— Police— 
‘Police Commissioner (Buperintendenoo) 
daleutta Police —— Pe ИИ 
К, 
River PAR du uem 
Police i өе we ot 
Police Dead-house n но Го еб 
Total 
Municipal Police — wm mw u om 
Buperintendence s» s r „ sm 


* ® — сеном, Educational and Mechanical Estab- 
lishments ... = m * 

4 Warder Establishment e 
жаы and other Establishments wi aec. 

Dietary Charges... en T «а oon 2 
Банн 2 С С 






9,311 
exiis 


24,880 
14,423 





*16,65,128 
10,08,005 


1,000 
2,19,000 





1,000 
2,15,000 


8,000 
44,000 


28,000 
14,000 


16,98,000 
10,31,000 


1,000 





71,000 
„ую 


1,71,000 


7 
4,72,000 


27,80,000 





10,000 
47,600 


26,400 
„16,000 
17,57,000 
,10,62,000 


68,000 
7,81,800 


1,63,000 


4,65,000 






City Patna Sub.Jail, 


The estimate includes in- 
Central Jails for the br 
ion 


of electric current for 
the introd 
khaki uniforms for warders, 


The increase in the revised is 
for larger" ture on tbe 
purchase of mw 
. 








The decrease in the revised is 


chiefly dne to the lump 
vision of Rs, 60,000 for adai- 
tional po'ice force nct baving 
The estimates 

e 





05,000 | The increase in the estimate 
ia for i foree and 
—— 

war чеп! 
increase in the grant for 
rents, rates and taxes, 

Eastern System Railway Police, — ... 








* к Ranwa; ossa, ARS ERIT 6,000 
* Een Western — 15,000 | The estimate 
wi у e pcr У ы LAN * дёйш» prow. 
n T о! 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway Police... wa ae 16,000 ho анде includes provi. 
* 2 Pul larger at for Watch and 
Bengal Central Railway Police se s 4,600 
Total ... - 2,07,000 
m 12,00,000 | Special assignment made 
JURA "шарак. 2 Lm [Pe rem ee туу) 
У ЧЧ : 


,000: | Estimate based on actuals, 


78,90, Revised based on actuals of 
моон ten months of the year. 


—— — 


Р GRAND TOTAL ... 








" Й 


181. Маге eo? 











. Salaries and allowances of officers and men afloat ... | 65,101 



















The increase in the revised 
estimate i» partly under 
Balaries und Partly under Es. 
tablishment coutingon 
mate is partiy for tional 
Professors and jor 


Eden Hindu Hostel .., 
Bethune College — — — 
Oriental Co: - 
Sanskrit биш» s. - өю 
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PART IVA. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal, 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892, 





The Council met in the Council Chamber on Friday, the 31st March, 
1905, at 11 a.m. 


Present: 


The Hon’ble SIR ANDREW FRASER, к.с.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Наке, C.I.E. 

The Hon’ble Mr, К. 9. борта. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. L. GUPTA. 

The Hon'ble Mr. E. W. COLLIN. 

The Hon'ble Mr. В, W, карй. C.I.E. 

The Hon’ble Mz. W. A. Ine 

The Hon'ble Mr. L, P. SHIRRES. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Н. W. C. CARNDUFF, ¢.1.£. 

The Hon’ble Mr. В. T. Greer, 0.8.1. 

The Hon’ble Basu Kati Papa GHOSH, M.A., B. L. 

The Hon’ble Basu BHUPENDRA Natu BASU, M.A., вл. 

The Hon’ble Basu SALIGRAM SINGH. 

The Ноте Mr. С. F. LARMOUR. 

The Hon'ble Mr. А. A. Арслв, 

The Hon’ble Basu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. CHAUDHURI, м.а, 

The Hon'ble Asır Kapr Sarxrp Wasir Arı Mirza of Murshidabad, 

The Hon’ble Rasa Ban Beart KAPUR, 0.8.1. ` 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. “ 
THE MANICKNAGAR GHAT ROAD. 
The Hon’ble Basu Baurenpra Nata Basu said:— 


(а) With reference to the replies given to Questions V (3) and (6) at 
the Meeting of this Council held on 17th December, 1904, will the Government 
be pleased to lay on the table the orders of Sir John Woodburn’s Government ' 
rescinding the resolution of the Municipal Commissioners of Bhadreswar 
making over the Manicknagar Ghat Road to Messrs, Thomas Duff & Co. in 
February, 1900, and also the opinion of the Legal Advisers to the Government 
in the matter? 


(^) Will the Government be pleased to state if Messrs. Thomas Duff & 
Co., in their letter dated the 4th December, 1903, to the Government, 
roposed that either of the two alternative roads, e.g., the Manicknagar Ghat 
Road or the Paikparah Ghat Road, will suit their purpose? 1s it not a fact 
that —— on both sides of both these roads belong to Messrs. T'homas 
Duff & Co,? , 


(с) In the Government Resolution dated the 17th September, 1904, 
paragraph 4, it is stated tbat, if the Manicknagar Ghát Road was not given up 
to Messrs. Thomas Duff & Co., the use of the road by the employés of the 
Company who have lands on both sides of the road wouid entirely destroy the 
privacy of the road and make it unsuitable for its present purpose of access to 
and from the river for bathing purposes. Would not the same inconvenience 
arise with regard to the Paikpara Road, which leads to theriver and the land on 
both sides of which also belong to the Company ? 


d) Is it not the fact that the people of Bhadreswar and its neighbourhood 
attach special importance to the Manicknagar Ghát Road, which leads to an 
ancient ghit held in great sanctity by the people and largely uséd by them, 
specially on Hindu bathing days and on occasions of other Hindu ceremonials ? 


The Hon'ble Мк. Surrres replied :— 


“ Sir, —The following aro the replies to the questions asked by the Hon’ble 
Member :— 


(а) A copy of the letter containing the orders of the late Sir John 
: Woodburn has been laid on the table. The legal opinion referred 
to was given on an unofficial reference and forms part of a 
succession of office notes. It is not usual to lay such papers on 
the table, and the Lieutenant-Governor sees no reason to depart 

from the usual procedure in the present case. 


(5) In the letter referred to Messrs. Duff & Co. said that the closing 
of one of these roads, preferably the  Manickoagar Ghat 
Road, would enable the Company to lay oat a more complete 
compound, but the offer which Messrs. Duff & Co. made 
related only to the Manicknagar Ghat Road, 


(c) The answer to this question is in the affirmative, 


(d) It is reported that people of Bhadreswar do not attach more 
importance io the Manicknagar Ghit than to the neighbouring 
gháts known as Paikpara Ghat and Mukdam Baksh’s Ghat which 
are equally used by the le on Hindu bathing days and on 
occasions of Hindu ceremonials, It is also said that mo special 
importance attaches to the Manickn Ghat Road by the 
reason of the fact thet it leads — adidas Ghát." 


LETTER. REFERRED TO IN THE ABOVE ANSWER. 
No. 60T.-M., dated Calcutta, the.30th April, 1900. 


From—H. L. STEPHENSON, Шыу, Lc.&, Under-Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Municipal Department, | 
To—The Commissioner of the Burdwan Division. — ^ 
Wrrn reference to the correspondence ending with your letter No. 298M., 
dated the 10th— 17th April, 1900, I am directed to say that, under section 63 of , 
^ . 


^ 
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qu: Municipal Act, 1884, Government confirms the order of the Magistrate 
of Hooghly, dated the 1st March, 1900, suspending as being in excess "ot their 
pe the execution of the resolution of the Commissioners of the Bhadreswar 

unicipality, passed at their special ond on the 11th February, 1900, 
with reference to the petition of Messrs, T. Duft & Co., regarding the diversion 


of the Manicknagar Ghat Road, and directs that the said orders continue 
in force without moditication permanently. 


* THE CASE OF ARZOON KHAN. 
The Hon'ble Basu Buupenpra Natu Basu asked :— • 


(а) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a para; 
graph that appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, dated 28th February, 
1905, in which Mr, Carey, the District Magistrate of Hooghly, is said to have · 
called for of his own accord the records of the case of one Arzoon Khan, an 
under-trial pos from the Joint-Magistrate of Serampore, and decided the 
same himself and made the complainant, one Nassir, pay Rs. 18 for the 
expenses of the accused ? 


(0) Does the Government think the aforesaid action of the District 
Magistrate is justified ? 


The Hon'ble Mn. Carnpurr replied :— 


“Sir: The facts appear to be these. Arzoon Khan was a youth who, 
having been induced to come to Hooghly from Peshawar by his former master, 
the person referred to as Nassir, desired to return and applied to Nassir for 
money to enable him to do so. "The application was refused ; and thereupon 
Arzoon stole the property of a third person, bought a railway ticket and went 
to Peshawar, whence he was brought back under arrest on a warrant issued at 
the instance of the owner of the property stolen. The District Magistrate 
ascertained these facts in the course of an official visit to the jail, withdrew 
the case, which he thought a particularly hard one, from the file of the Joint- 
Magistrate to his own, and, after convicting the accused, verbally directed, not 
the complainant, as the Hon’ble Member thinks, but Nassir, whom he regarded 
as responsible for all that had happened, to pay the accu:ed's expenses home. 
This direction, which was not a judicial order and could пог have beea 
enforced, was promptly complied with. 


“Under the law, a District Magistrate is competent to transfer, if he thinks 
fit, any case to his own file from that of a Subordinate Magistrate, and it is 
not for the Government to consider whether or not Mr. Carey. exercised his 
discretion properly in this instance. For the rest, the Lieutenant-Governor 
thinks that Mr. Oarey's action, though hardly discreet, was obviously 

rompted by the best of motives, and His Honour observes that the man 
'assir apparently acquiesced in Mr. Carey’s view of his duty to the boy.” 


THE CHANNEL THROUGH THE acr Лек sed THE MADHUMATI AND KUMAR 


The Hon'ble Basu Bavpenpra Nata Basu asked :— 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table а report of the 
work done during the last five years, with the amount of money spent in each 
year, in connection with the opening of the Bil route between the Madhumati 
and the Kumar in the district of Faridpur, and state in how many years 
more the work is likely to be completed, and also whether it is intended 
to make the can»! under construction navigable in all seasons of the year ? 


The Hon’ble Мв. Ixaus replied :— Wo 


“Sir: Work was commenced on a channel through the Bi between 
the Madhumati and Kumar rivers in March, 1900. Each year since then the 
channel has been improved during the dry season. A little over eleven lakhs of 
rupees have been spent in ull. ‘The channel is now ейесиуе for steamers and 
boats at the season when the rivers are high. It is intended to deepen the 
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—— —— 
channel во that it may be éffeetive throughout the year. This may — 
take three years to carry out, as it is necessary to procure from England 
dredging plant of a special design.” | 

| THE MOHSIN FUNDS. 

The Hon'ble Basu Buurenpea Nara Basu asked :— 


(a) Will the Government bo pleased to lay on the: table a statement 
shewing the distribution of the Mohsin Funds under the following heads:— — 
(i) Allotments for Madrassa education (the expenditure of each Madrassa 
, , being shown separately). , 
(ii) Atlotments for College education, including Collegiate schools, 
» (iti) Allotments for making up the short-fees allowed to the Muhammadan 
students in Government and private schools. 

. (iv) Allotments for salaries of the Persian teachers and the Arabic 
Professors employed in Government and private schools and 
colleges. 

* (b: Will the Government be pleased to frame rules prohibiting the 
indiscriminate award of the Mohsin Fünd aids to Muhammadan students, rich 
or poor, meritorious or otherwise, and providing for a more judicious distribu- 
tion, so that only deserving poor Moslem students may receive the benefit of the 
Fund? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Carnpurr replied :— 

“Sir,—I lay on the table a statement giving the information asked for by 
the Hon’ble Member. : 

« Allotments from the Fund are placed at the disposal of the Principals of 
Colleges, the Head Masters of Schools or the Secretaries of Associations managing 
Muhammadan educational ‘institutions, as the case may be, and to these 
authorities is left the. distribution of aid towards the education of deserving, 
but poor, Muhammadan youths. No instances of the injudicious application of 
the moneys 80 distributed have come to the notice of the Director of Public 
Instruction or the Government of Bengal.” 

Statement referred to in the above answer. 
BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR— 


HEAD or CHARGES. — — — a 
1902-1903, 1903-1904, 1904-1905. 


Rs. Rs. 
(1) Allotments for Madrasahs— 
Managed by Government— 
(i) Hooghly Madrasah * 5,068 5,408 5,408 
wi Dacca „ ese 13,898 14,438 16,250 
(iii) Chittagong ^» ^. 10604 10,800 11,212 
(iv) Rajshahi s .. — 9416 3,416 3,562 





— ⸗ 


Total for Government Madrasahs ... 32,986(а) 34,062(0) 36,432(c) 


——— 


Sylhet and other unaided Madrasahs... 2,200 2,238 2,018 


مھ 


(2) Allotments for college education, inglud- 
ing — schools (scholarships) .... 8,622 8,622 8,622 
(3) Allotments for making up the short fees 
allowed to the Muhammadan students ч 
in Government and private schools” ... 18,850 13,250 10,150 
(4): Allotments for salaries of the Persian m 
Teachers and the Arabic Professors 
employed in Government and private « 
sohools and colleges өө m sion — tee 
M (5) Miscellaneous ee ... Y m 200 ... 
(a) Exclusive of tho increase made by Government of Rs. 90 for the pay of a teacher in Chittagong Madrasah. 


ж T 
© (b) In sanctioning the budget, Government passed Rs. 32,000, incl saellaneous charges, 
3 Exclusive of hee made by Governmont of s. 800 for Sitapur M and for miscellaneous chargot. 
% ^N 


* Short feos in Colleges-- Ж, 
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WAKF ESTATES. * 
"The Hon'ble Basu Buurenpra Nara Basu asked :— a 


(а) Is the Government aware of a widespread feeling of dissatisfaction 
and uneasiness amongst the Muhammadans of Bengal, owing to the danger 
with which their religious, charitable and educational institutions have been 

t гута by the recent Privy Council and High Court rulings on the subject. . 
of wakfs 

©; (0) Is the Government aware that in many instances Mutwallees are 
treating #akf properties as personal properties to the great prejudice of wakf 

* institutions, and that monies Lo raised’ in a large number of tases on 
the securjty of wak/ estates ? . 


(с) Is the Government aware that numerous educational institutions, suh 

as Madrassas and Mukhtabs, which were the principal means of imparting. 

rimary education to Muhammadan boys and were maintained out of the 
income of wakf estates, are now falling into decay or being abolished ?. 


(d) In view of the circumstances above referred to,* and having —“ 
the backward condition of education amongst the Muhammadans and the 
solicitude which the Government has always beon pleased to show towards the 
Muhammadan community in matters of Education, wil the Government be 
pleased to appoint a Commins, consisting of a European President and 
two Muhammadan members, for the purpose of making the following 
inquiries, viz.— . 
(i) to ascertain the extent to which the recent rulings of the Privy 
Council and the High Court have affected Muhammadan educa- 

tional institutions; n 


(її) to ascertain what funds are still available for these institutions ; 


(iii) to consider whether a special officer of the Education Department 
should not be deputed to inspect and supervise the Madrassas 
and Mukhtabs now being maintained out of what are unquestion- 
ably wakf funds and not falling within the scope of the rulings 
above referred to; and P , 


(iv) to consider if any special legislation is necessary to protect and 
preserve such funds and carry out the objects of the original 
endowments. 


The Hon'ble Mz. Carnpurr replied :— 


“Sir,—In 1894, and again in 1899, the Government was approached by 
the Central Muhammadan Association on the subject of the judicial rulings 
referred to by the Hon’ble Member. On each occasion the memorial submitted 
was considered by both the Government of India and the Government of 
Bengal, and on the second the Association was informed that a proposal for the 
sumat in perpetuity of Muhammadan property under the name of wakf 
. could not be favourably entertained. The highest judicial authority, namely, 
‘the Privy Council, has held that Muhammadan law itself does not countenance 
the extension of the doctrine of wakf so as to admit of the creation of such | 
tuities; and an alteration of the law which would enable every Muham-: 
madan to settle his property in the manner proposed would be contrary {о the 
eral policy of the Government and, in the opinion of the Government, 
—— to the conditions of the country. The Settled Estates Aet, which was 
ssed by this Council two years ago, goes as far in the direction of providing 
for family settlements as is thought safe; <, 


* By the receipt of the two memorials mentioned above the —— 
of Bengal has been made aware that it is contended among Muhammad at 
the decisions of the High Court and the Privy Council are not in соолсо il 
with the Muhammadan law. But the Lieutenant-Governor has ресе ло 
other indication of the existence of the widéspread feeling of dissatisfaction 

` ؛and‎ uneasiness or of the disastrous consequences, alluded to by the Hon’ble 
Member; and, in the circumstances, His Honour ig not prepared to take any 
(cli action йв now suggested.” T. 
ree db т P 
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L| SUB.DEPUTY COLLECTORS. — 


The Hon'ble Basu Внорехрвл Nara Basu asked :— a: 


Will the Government be pleased to state what has been done to 
improve the prospects of Sub-Deputy Collectors for whom a sum of Rs. 70,000 
was provided for in the Budget for the current official year ? 


The Hon'ble Mr, Савле replied: i 


<“ Sir, А letter was received this month from the Government of India 
sanctioning the following alterations in the Subordinate Civil Service:— d 
* 1. The total number of Sub-Deputy Collectors has been increased from 

* 104 to 225. 
. 2. The service has been graded во as to provide regular promotions from 
grado io grade. . 

3. A new grade, consisting of 11 appointments ой Rs 250, has been 
created, which will enable Government to reward the services of Sub-Deputy 
Collectors who have worked satisfactorily, but who are not fit for promotion to 
the Provincial Service, 

4, Sub-Deputy Collectors are to be allowed to count temporary services 
towards leave and pension from the date on which the three following condi- 
tions are fulfilled :— 


(1) Two years’ continuous temporary service as Sub-Deputy Collector. 
(2) The passing of departmental examinations. 
(3) The attainment of the age of 20 years.” 


CIVIL SURGEONCIES FOR ASSISTANT SURGEONS. 


The Hon’ble Basu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR asked: — 


Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact, as stated 
` іп the Bengalee of the 18th March, 1905, that, although the Government of India, 
Home Department Resolution Nos. 1081-03, dated the 22nd June, 1899, 
distinctly laid down that seven Civil Surgeoncies should be reserved for Assist- 
ant Surgeons, only four such appointments have actually been granted to them 
since 1898, and that thus, not only has the Government of India Resolution 
Nos. 1141-50, dated the 22nd August, 1898, which provided for five such 
reserved appointments, been not fully carried out, but that the Resolution of 
1899, above referred to, has been practically ignored ? 


If the above facts be correct, will the Governmont be further pleased to 
state when the remaining three appointments «re likely to be thrown open to 
Assistant Surgeons ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Әнгвкез replied :— 


“ Sir, —In the Resolution of the Government of India, No. 1084-93, dated 
the 22nd June, 1899, it was laid down that seven Civil Surgeoncies in Bengal 
should be reserved to Civil Assistant Surgeons. It was however at the same 
timo stated that the complete arrangement could not bo made at once, but that. 
as occasion offered the districts would be placed in charge of Civil Assistant 
Surgeons until the maximum number was reached. The appointments which 
will ultimately be given to Civil Assistant Surgeons are at present held by 
Uncovenanted Medical Officers, and cannot be given until those officers retire 

, , from Government service. ‘here are six met: ‘Medical Officers 
holding, districts in Bengal, of whom one will attain the age of 55 years in 

» * October, 1910, опе in September, 1913, one in February, 1915, two in 1917 and 
‘ one in 1923, Some of the vacancies which occur must however be given to 
Military Assistant Surgeons for whom appointments must also, under the orders 

of the Government of India, be ie It is improbable therefore that the 
remaining three appointments will be thrown open to Assistant Surgeons for 

ы Soule years.” i^ VOU rr Yi VPN. ДЕДЫ 
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The Hon’blo Banu Амысл Onaran MazuuDan asked :— 
(a) Has the attention of the Government been called to a series of 


articles which appeared in the Hitabadi newspaper of the 4th, llth, 18th and 
25th November, the 2nd and 16th December, 1904, and the 27th January, 1905, 


alleging serious mismanagement of the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital at 
Bhowanipur and bringing forward grave charges against the Resident nih 
attached to the said hospital? Will the Government be pleased to inquire 


- whether the complaints and allegations made by the nurses, matrons and 


ts of the hospital, as reported in the said paper of the 4th, 18th and 25th 
ovember, the 2nd December, 1904, and the 27th January, 1905, have any : 
foundation in fact? And, if so, what action has been taken on them by the, 


` Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals ? 


(2) Will the Government, in view of the importance of this hospital and 
in the interest of the public, be further pleased to place the institution on an 
efficient and satisfactory basis so as to make it thoroughly popular among the 
subarban population ? 


The Hon’ble Mr, Surres replied :— 


“Sir,—In the first half of December the fact that certain statements had 
been made and repeated regarding the Resident Surgeon of the Sambhu Nath 
Pundit Hospital at Bhowanipur attracted the notice of Government. It was 
ascertained that the allegations in question were either wholly unfounded or 

rossly exaggerated. The Resident Surgeon was specially recommended for 

e appointment by Major Bird, who was thoroughly satisfied with his work as 
Resident Surgeon, and Major Harold Browne, who = succeeded Major Bird, is 
equally well satisfied. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor does not consider it necessary 
to direct any further enquiry to be made into the matter. 


* With reference to the latter part of the question, the following figures 
show that the popularity of the institution is not declining. ‘I'he number of 
indoor patients in each of the five years beginning with 1900 and ending with 
1904 was 1,135, 1,225, 1,269, 1,183, and 1,757; the number of outdoor patients 
was 18,973, 18,978, 19,767, 19,833 and 22,981; and the number of operations 
was 2,207, 2,449, 2,336, 2,609, and 3,018. The hospital is doing excellent 
work; and its increasing popularity is manifest.” 


THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1905-1906. 


The Hon’ble. Rasa Ban Brnanr Kapur said :—“ Your Honour, the financial 
year which closes to-day has been a most extraordinary year. At the 
commencement we had a very good rainfall which induced most cultivators to 
bring a larger area than usual under cultivation. The crops throve well and 
were full of promise, but from the close of September there was no rain to 

of in many places, and for want of rain in October the greater portion of 
standing crop withered away. Wherever water was available for the 
purpose of irrigation, both tenants and ‘zamindars availed themselves of it for » 
saving as much crop as possible, but in many places the crop was destroyed, 
and where it was partly saved the ‘paddy was husky, i." the number of 
barren grains was’ very large. Out of about 240 paddy grains ordinarily con- 
tained in a stalk of paddy по less than 40 were mere husks. In many fiélds. 
the tenant did not care to harvest the paddy st all, as he did not think p^ ag 
his labour to bring home the stunted stalks that would make bad straw. 
This was very disappointing to both tenants and zamindars who had to clear 
up all arrears with the help of full crops, Then again, Sir, we Lad a most 
usually cold weather, and cold-weather crops were more or less blighted by 
Lon that is why some short collection was ‘made in February last as i 
entio rub Hon'ble the Financial Secretary. 
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* ing and sp ‘in many districts in Bengal, and is, 1 am 





* Bearing all these facts in mind the Budget Statement which is ‘before 
the Council must be poem to be excellent, and I must therefore eongratu- 


late Your Honour and the Financial Secretary on such a good Budget even in 
a year of short crops and deficient collection. The Budget is clear and simple, 
sid at the same time it supplies all the details required to make.a Budget com- 
prehensive. It is very fortunate that we live in a province which can so far ў 
stand short yield and partial scarcity as to enable its Ruler to pass an average 
Prosperity Budget. 


4 “I have no desire to take the time of the Council by discussing the 
' Budget allotments in detail as I do not think it at all necessary. 


* I should, Sir, however, like very much to know. whether the special 
grant of Rs. 12,00,000, made by the Imperial Government for the improvement 
ко: subordinate staff of the Police Force, would be sufficient to carry out 

e three objects to which His Excellency the Viceroy has been pleased to 
give preference, namely, the re-organization of the Military Police Force 
of the Province, the increase of pay to the constables and head constables ' 
and: the re-organization of the Sub-Inspectorships. I should be very glad 
to know if the sum required by your Government for these classes of policemen 
can be easily supplied, and how much of it will be met from the special grant, 
If it falls short by a reasonable sum and if it can be met from our savings in 
any way, I venture to suggest that the required amount be made available 
from the provincial funds. In previous years a certain sum was successively 
provided for in the Budget for this very object; but as the Resolution on the 
Police Commission report’ was not out and the decision of the Government of * 
India was not known, your Government was unable to use the amount for the 
purpose, 

“I should like to say a few words about the hospitals for paying 
patients. It is most gratifying to find that a sum of Rs. 2,00,000 has been pro- 
vided for the construction of ‘ paying patients’ block’ in the General Hospital, 
This, Sir, I am sure would remove a great want in this ever-increasing metro- 
polis, In this connection, Sir, I beg leave to suggest that next year a certain 
sum. may be made available for the construction of a ‘paying patients 
hospital” for Indian middle class gentlemen. I need hardly assure Your 
Honour that there is actually a great need for some such hospital. The hospital 
should be built and equipped in the modern style. There are the Mayo 
Hospital and a few others, but they do not, I have been informed, meet the 
requirements of the people nor are they sufficient for the ever-increasing 
demand. Of course it is known to,Your Honour that those who utilize these 
hospital beds are mostly Mufassal patients who come to Calcutta for treatment 
and cannot afford to take a house and pay for the best medical aid. Most of 
these pape who wantto be accommodated in the hospitals cannot get in 
owing to the limited number of proper hospitals. 


“In this connection I must be excused for mentioning that there is some 
accommodation in the Medical College Hospital and the Campbell Hospital, but 
patients, I am informed, do not care to go in there if they can help it. The 
reason ascribed. is this:— Both these places are rather teaching institutions than 
hospitals. The treatment of diseases is utilised for the purposes of instruction, 
and difficult and complicated cases serve to illustrate text-books and lectures 
in a manner extremely distasteful to the patients. I bave nothing to urge 

# against the working of these most useful hospitals, but I say that the remarks 
‘on the nature of diagnosis and prognoses of cases made by the Professors for 
the benefit of their pupils often prove painful, if not injurious, to the English- 
knowing patients. For this reason the indoor patients’ wards in these two 
„places are not very — among educated ple. Therefore I humbly 
request Your Honour that if funds be avenae Wont Honour might be ше 

is, 


` ` to have a separate ‘paying patients’ block’ built for Indian patients. 


am sure, Sir, will meet a real want. 


“We have a provision of Rs. 70,000 under head : Medical’ for meoting 
6 expenses during the prevalence of e. The way the is increas- 
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to affect the whole country, I think a certain additional sum of money should 
be set apart to enable us to fight the enemy all along its lin of march, 


Lastly, Sir, I wish to bring to the notice of Your Honour. and tho 





l ecarcity which we are going to have for the short crop and failure of 


Hon'ble embers of this Council that we should be prepared to meet the 
cro 
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ps in some places, especially in parts of the districts of Burdwan and 
Bankura, though the District Boirds now pay for the charitable relief and find 
funds to provide work for tie relief of the people and though they are pre- 
pared to spend as much as they can on this most necessary head, yet, 5 
at their disposal being of a limited character, should be supplemented from tho 
rovincial grants to enable them to carry out most, useful works at times. 
"herefore, Sir, I venture to propose that a certain sum out of tho surplus 
might, with advan'age, be set apart to he'p the most needy districts. It is 
not my intention to start a scarcity in any way, I am only advocating that if 
it exists and Your Honour is satisfied that help is needed, we shouid have 
sufficient funds to proffer help to the districts that are in need of such help 
from the Government .” 


The Hou'ble Asr Kapr Sarvin Wasrr Arı Mirza, of Murshidabad, eaid :— 


“I do not profess to claim any special knowledge of matters financial; still, 
with Your Honours permission, | beg to offer a few remarks regarding the 
Financial Statement for the year 1905-06. 

Lj 


** [ desire, in the first place, to offer my sincere congratalaticns to the Govern- 
ment for what I may call the prosperity budget of the year to qome. The 
closing balunce of the current year, being Rs. 1,24,86,000, represents the open- 
ing balance of the next year, 1905-06. From different sources, the budget 
estisnate contemplates receipts aggregating Rs. 5,64,33,000; and out of the 
total amount of Rs. 6,89,19,000, it is proposed to spend Rs, 6,66,70,000, leaving 
a closing balance of Rs. 82,49,000. 1 feel grateful and highly appreciate tho 
laudable desire of tho Government to spend not only the whule of the expected 
revenue from. different sources during the year, but also a further sum of 
Ks. 42,37,000 out of the opening balance. ‘This generous intention, I have no 
doubt, will be duly appreciated by the public. 


i « A study of the different items of expenditure, as provided in the budget, 
ought undoubtedly to convince any one, us it has convinced me, of the anxiety 
which has been shown in taking into consideration all the matters which fall 
within the scope of administration. Very great care has been taken to make 
allotments proportionute to the magnitude and importance of the works. I should 
like to make a few observations with regard to some items of expenditure. 


“Itis ap admitted fact that great ravages aro being caused by Malaria, and 

I venture to think that there would be no violation of truth, if I say that Malaria 
is annually taking away a larger number of lives than the plague. Malaria has 
got a firm footing in many districts of Bengal, and it is highly desirable that 
Government should adopt more effective measures for stamping out Malaria. I 
am fully «live to the fact that Government has caused enquiriesto be made from 
time to tine by experts and specialists at considerable expense. The preven- 
tive and remedial measures which have been adopted by Government do not, in 
my humble opinion, appear to have been sufficient or adequato. Tie drainage 
scheme might be successful to a certain extent in riparian areas ; but there can 
hardly be one usiform method for combating with Malaria in different districts 
of the Province. In my humble opinion, larger amounts ought to be allotted 
for this purpose and greater attention to be paid to this most important 
‘matter than what has been given to it. It is not for me to make any sugges- 
tions for improving the sanitation and for coping successfully with Malaria, as 
I am no expert; but in tracts of lands, urban or suburban, fallow or cultivated, 
1 seo swamps, marshes, cesspools, stagnant water-sheets, jungles, filth of all sorte, 
and: water, used for drinking, of the most impure nature, I naturally think that 
Malaria is attributable to all these things and that Government should take the 


є 


ir, funds . 


people into its confidence aud ask them to co-opérate witlyit for eradicating 
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B “I am very-glad to find that Government has taken into consideration 
^ the just claim of some ministerial offisers whose pay ought to be increased. 
The establishment of the Munsifs is very weak. It is undermanned and 
the officérs are illpaid. It is to be regretted that though a sum of 
four lakhs of rupees were provided for the improvement of salaries of thoy 
ministerial officers, the amount was not spent and has been shown as a saving, 
owing to the failure to obtain sanction of the schemes before the close of the 
year.” 


* The Hon'ble Mr, Cuaupnuri said ;— Sir, the first point to which I desire 
à to draw attention is as to the New System of Financial Settlement that has 
been arrived at between our Proviucial Government and the Government of 
India since last year. While it marks in some respects an improvement over 
the system of Quinquennial Contracts between the Provincial and Imperial 
Governments, which it has superseded, yet I doubt very much whether it has 
conferred on us any substantial boon. No doubt, under the new system, we 
; are, in theory, entitle] to the advantages of any future expansion of our 
Provincial Revenue. 


“ But at the settlement the prospective expansions were so carefully sliced 
off by reducing our provincial shares that but for the ever-expanding Stamp and 
„Excise revenues, any prospects of improvement in our Provincial finance would 
be very poor indeed. It gives meu very painful feeling, as it must do to every 
one E has any feeling for this country, to see the Provincial and Imperial’ 
surpluses swelled by the sale of either justice or of liquor. The expansions 
either in the current or the next year, which may be put down roundly at 54 
lakhs and ¢} lakhs respectively, are chiefly attributable to expansion in the 
Stamp and Excise revenues. Of Stamps, the court-fees contribute to the bulk 
of the expansion. Even those, who ought to know better, often believe and 
say that this gain to Government proceeds from an innate love of the people for 
litigation or from a natural rise in their prosperity, But either of these sup- 
positions can be shown from facts and figures to be unfounded. VTaking the 
English and Indian figures ten years back, the English figures show that one in 
every twonty-four persons is involved in some sort of litigation, while in 
India, it is about one in every 140. This does not show that the Indians are 
inordinately fond of litigation. $ 


* But I do not deny that litigation his been on the increase in this coun- 
try. Кеѓоггіпо to the figures for 1903, which was a record year for litigation 
for those Provinces, the ratio between law suits to population may -be put 
down to one in 110 roughly. Of this increase in litigation. the rent-suits may 

. be said to contribute the bulk, and 99 per cert, of such suits are for arrears of 
rent. This negatives the theory of prosperity. Money and title suits do not 
show any abnormal rise in numbers, Of lato years some very heavy title 
suits came to be instituted. Both this and the extraordinary rise in rent-suits 
have contributed to an increase in Stamp revenue. Anyhow, thisis not & 

« ` matter for national congratulation, and in that view I cannot regard a rise in. 
the Stamp revenue from litigation as a sound basis of finance. i 

“In 1003 the net surplus to Government from civil litigation in these. 
Proviuces was Rs. 56,36,566. I have not been able to obtain the exact figures 
for the last year, but I may prerume from the financial statement that the gains 
from such source in 1904 have been even larger. Sir Edward Law ‘admitted 
the economic soundness of the principle that no profit ought to be made out of 
adwinistration of justice, but yet tried to find arguments in justification of 
retaining the surplus. His arguments stand self-condemned, and I have no 

. desire to deal with them here. Аз it is, the scale of court-fees in this country 
is higher than it isin any of the Continental countries of Europe and is almost 
the same as in the United Kingdom. In England the standard of wealth is 
much aer thé judiciary, both of the superior and inferior ranks are much 


more highly paid. and so are also the ministerial and other officers. The net s 
financial m v receipts and disbursements on account of quo in 
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Englsnd is a deficit, and not a surplus. Bat in India, a Bengal i if 
Lis a de nd n rplus. Вё gal speciallv, if 

the administration of justice continues to yield such enormous api a time 

will come when the scale of court-fees will require a revision. à Y 


& ** We are very thankful to Government for giving us an Additional High 
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Court Judze, and some Short-hand Writers on the Original Side; for tho pro- 
posed additions to the High Court buildings, for the increase in the staff of the 
Subordinate Executive and Judicial Services, and for the provision made for 
housing the Munsifs and for the diet money and travelling expenses of with 
nesses, for allowances to Jurors and Assessors and for the proposal of, improving 
the pay and prospects of Ministerial Officers; but all these will make little 
difference to the ever-increasing surplus from litigation. A time will come 
when relief must be given to a people who are being ruined from the costs of 
litigation. Contemplating such a contingency I cannot regard the surpluses 
accruing from such sources either as economically sound or morally justitiable. 
As for any prospective expansion of revenue from Excise on liquor and drugs, 
the less said the better. Under the } and 4% share assigned to us under Stamps 
and Excise revenues, respectively, our Provincial revenues cannot go on 
swelling ind efinitely, nor is if desirable that it should do so. As for the 
prospects of expansion under other heads of revenue, they are very remote. 


“The solid foundation of our Provincial revenue lies, however, in the land, 
But land is mostly permanently settled in these Provinces and that is by no 
means a matter of regret to any class or community. That Settlement serves 
as a sort of permanent Famine Insurance to our people. The revenue to the 
Government never fails, and it is the tillers of the soil who get the real benefit® 
of taeir labour. 

**]n the Lower Provinces of Bengal, where the crops are not shared between 
the landlord and the tenant, the former’s prospect of any unearned increment is 
very smull and very remote indeed under the present conditions of the Tenancy 
Law, and the Jaw need not be made unnecessarily stringent. For instance, out 
of every bigha of jute-growing land the tenant can get from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 a 
year, and the landlord would thank himself if he can get Rs. 2 out of it as. 
annual rent. Pieces of land yielding more crops than one often carry much 
lower rent per bigha under the Bengal zamindars. Among the many blessings 
of the Permanent Settlement not the least is, that the Government has never to 
remit any land revenue and has seldom to launch into schemes of famine 
relief on any extensive scale. Land is also not very lightly taxed in Bengal, 
because the Road and the Public Works ccsses, the Саадат} and the Dûk 
taxes all ultimately fall on land, It furnishes all the same the most solid 
and the most substantial source. of revenue in these Provinces from year’s 
end to year’s end. 


“The Government of India have no just cause of grievance against our land 
revenue system, especially having regard to the fact that even in the present 
year of their unprecedented surpluses. they are obliged to budget for a deerease 
under the general head of lund revenue which must refer to other Provinces. 
But if the Government of India have no real grievance against us on this 
account, we regret that we cannot say as much of them. The Government of 
India have for some time past been appropriating three-fourths of our land’ 
revenue, The result is, as 1 have shown, that we have to fall back on such 
suicidal sources of revenue as Stamp and Excise for our Provincial surpluses. 
No doubt the Government of India is now giving us liberal doles. ne 
may be many urgent matters of pex Provincial concern, such as sanitation, 
water-eupply, etc., for whieh work may have to be undertaken on a large scale 
and recurring expenditure incurred, but in such matters the Government of 
India, from a distance, may not feel as strongly as we do. 4 
“Tn the present state of our finances the Government of Bengal is greatly 
et in taking any initiative, even in matters whieh mean life and 
eath to the people of this Province. The present system ш a doles. 
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state of completo financial and administrative subserviency to the Government 
of India. © lhis Government would, however, be in a much stronger position 
if a more substantial share of its land revenue were made over to it and 
some other burdens. now recognised as Imperial relieved from its shoulders. 
I ghall indicate them in their appropriate places, ‘The Financial Settlement 
between the Provincial and Imperial Governments was arrived at a time when 
the latter did not anticipate sach unprecedented surpluses. A time may come, 


I dare say it will come before long, when the Government of India will be 


^ disposed to gako a more liberal settlement with us, and in view of such 


contingency I have ventured to make the above suggestions. 
* 


.  * But apart from all such contingencies, I shall now deal with questions which 
have long been neglected, It is almost during my lifetime that Bengal has 
become the hotbed of deadly epidemic diseases. Within my personal recollce- 
tion many flourishing towns and many more prosperous and thriving villages, 
nay, almost the whole of rural seagal, have fallon into the clutches of death. 
One cannot always rely on p»rsoaal impressions in such matters. Bat the last 
Census Report shows that the normal growtlrof population in Ben al has got 
arrested. Even in Bihar, ordinarily considered as one of the healthiest parts 
of these Provinces, the last Census Keport records a woeful tale. In the Patna 
Division, five out of the seven districts—Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Saran, 
Champaran—(with the exception of Muzaffarpur and Darbbanga) all show 
a decline of popluation, On the top of that, plague has taken a firm hold 
of these parts and has been doing havoc even in exceptionally healthy distriets 


Auf Bihar. At the early stage of this unpleasant visitor, Government shared 
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the general scare and seemed dispoxed to spend some money. But since 1902-03, 
although the annual death stood at 62,055, the Government spent only Rs. 72,687 
out of the Provincial funds on this account which was almost half of what was 
spent in the previous year and even less than a fourth of what was spent in 1900-01. 
During 1903-04, although an allotment of Rs. 3.70,000 was made on this 
account, only Rs. 60,262 was spent out of the Provincial funds and a saving 
effected of de balance, althovgh the mortality remained almost the samo ag in 
the previous year, ‘The Caleutta Corporation had to spend mueh more during the 
last three years than was spent out of Provincial funds by Government during 
the same period. 


“The expenditure on this account has, however, been incurred by Govern- 
ment as well as by the Corporation, more in the interest of foreign trade an 
commerce than out of any concern for the people. This is shown by the fact 
that although some of the districts in Bibar, such as Saran, have suffered the 
most, the expenditure there has not been at all proportionate. But as for 
matters dffecting Bihar, I may safely leave them in the able hands of the 
Hon'ble Babu Saligram Singh. 1 must admit, however, that plague is not 
to the same extent a preventible disease as many other epidemic diseases, and 
any very large expenditure on ils account out of the Provineial funds will 
perhaps not be justifiable. But it may well be assumed all the same that 
with general sanitary improvements this epideiio disease will also abate 1n 
vigour. So 1 must make known our gratitude for the assignment in the next 
year’s Budget estimate, of Rs. 1,50,000 for water-su ply, bospital an 
drainage, to the Riparian Municipalities—Monghyr, Barisa and Berhampore— 
and a further grant of Rs. 3,00,000 for water-supply, drainage and. for special 
work to Municipalities, such as Bhagalpur, Hach pur Boalia and’ Rangpur. 


. . Let ws hope that these grants will be fully and effectively spent and no portion 


of it will be carried forward to'swell the surplus of next year. Such grants 
would have been impossible but for the lump grant of 50 lakhs made to 
us at the Financial Settlement with the Government of India last year. It is 


‚ & Nnatter of satisfaction to us that a portion of the x0} lakhs that are going to 


be spent out of it dur ng the next year wil! be spent tor such good purposes. 


“ But euch loea] or spasmodic expenditure will not make any — on the 

malarial feverand cholera which are year after year doing grcater voc among 
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' these Provinces. If this does not rouse our moral responsiblity in respect of rural 


' Jessore. Still, there too the difference in the rate of town and rural mortality 
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our rural'population @ Bengal: The Hon'ble the Municipal PRET * i t i 
ante supp lod figureg to this Council, on thé 11th of February last, which ut ; 
that between 1900 and 1904, fever alone had carried away, roughly spéaking, . 
from 160,000 to 170,000 souls annually during each of the last tour years from 
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Bengal, I do not know what will, Ihave said that anormal rise in the population 


in Bengal has got arrested. Nay more, What were some of the fairest and most 
flourshing districts in Bengal when the British Government took over charge of 
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these Provinces, have now been laid desolate by fever and cholera and that * * 


wwithin recent years. Nator, Nadia, Murshidabad, Jessore, Dinajpur record 

fearful mortality from fever. Burdwan has had more than its due share in this. 
general holocaust. I had recent occasion to inquire of our Municipal Secretary 
as to how some of the districts and important towns, which had shown a decline 
of popluation at the last Census, have been faring during the last Your years. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Shirres laid a tabular statement on the table which has 
aroused widespread alarm throughout the Province and beyond. The Pioneer, 
which cannot be said to share any local predilection or prejudices, was also 
shocked at the figures and described malarial fever as a greater scourge than 
plague. The Sanitary Commissioner to the Government of India in his recent 
report said, a regular campaign should be commenced against malarial fever, and 
the Pioneer endorsing his views urged that the campaign should not be confined to 
jail centres, but carried to the villages in the interior of Bengal. It is a fact that 
rural Bengal suffers more from this pestilence than big towns in Bengal. 


“Thanks to Local Self-Government, in Calcutta and in the head-quarters of 
districts this type of fever is kept under greater control than in the interior, For 
instance Calcutta, through sustained efforts for a number of years in the past 
for the improvement of its drainage and water-supply, has come to record 
almost the lowest figures from this cause compared to the mufastal towns or 
rural areas. Taking now some of the districts which are the worst sufferers 
from cholera and malarial fever, the figures disclose that the fever mortality 
in the head-quarters is much less than in rural areas. For instance, the town 
of Jessore which was formerly, perhaps, one of the most unhealthy spots in 
Bengal, shows in 1904 a death-rate of only 18°3 per mille, while the district 
of Jessore shows 42°46 per mille in the same year. The district of Nadia, 
which was considered as one of the healthiest districts of Bengal, is now 
unfortunately a greater sufferer from cholera and malarial fever than even » 


is also marked. While the mortality in this district was 50-09, 4073, and 
89°80 per mille in each of the years 1902, 1903 and 1904, the corresponding 
mortality in Krishnagar town was 37°43, 28:80 and 27 per mille. 


“But even the district of Nadia is not the worst sufferer in this respect. £o 
far as fover mortality goes, Dinajpur has recently beaten Nadia, aud Murshidabad 
and Chittagong are fresh rivals in the field. Portions of the Rajshahi district 
which had heretofore escaped notice, disclose also an appalling state of mortality. 
Nator was a flourishing town at the beginning of the British rule, and its 
neighbourhood up and down the river Baral was studded with flourishing 
markets and villages; and it is within my personal knowledge that they are 
being laid desolate by these fell diseases. I had occasion to visit the Sub-divi- 
sion, of Nator only recently, that is, towards the-end of the last year, us a 


member of a Joint-Committee of the District Boards of Pabna and Rajshahi 


in connection with a drainage scheme, A fearful epidemic of cholera was” 
raging amongst the rural population at the time, and on the top of that I saw 
the mark of malaria writ large on many a face und physique. But I was loth 
to go by personal impressions. So, early this month when I inquired 
about the state of mortality since the last Census in that Sub-division, the figures » 
furnished disclosed that the decline in population in the Sub-division had been 


more than maintained and that the average rate of mortality had exceeded 40 


mille in each of the years 1901, 1902 and 1903, till it reached u climax in 
the last year when it closed with the unprecedented ae 55°77 per mille. The 
Nator Sub-division and the adjoining portion of the, Pabna district, of which 
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lam an inhabitant, are subject to the simo conditions of drainage and water- 
‘supply, and I can say from personal experience that the same diseases have 


laid waste many flourishing villages and markets in the Pabna district. 


«I believe I have now furnished sufficient facts and figures selected from 
‘vide areas, to convince the Government of the urgent necessity of adoptin 
adequate measures for” arresting the shocking state of suffering and 
mortality amongst the rural population of Bengal. I have laid stress on the 
facts and figures-of the Nadia, Jessore, Rajshahi, and Pabna districts, because 
I am more intimately acquainted with them. I may mention in passing thatthe. 
rural aréas „of the 24-Parganas, Khulna, Hooghly, Burdwan, Murshidabad, 
Dinajpur, Rangpur, Jalpaiguri, Purnea, Faridpur, and Chittagong are by no 
means better off. I have shown that towns under Municipal Government and 
enjoying faeilities in respect of good drinking-water and drainage are compara- 
tively immune from malarial fever ofa virulent type. The scourge being confined 
chiefly to rural areas, it is clearl the duty of the Provincial Government to 
provide the remedy. The remedial measures that I would venture to suggest 
in this connection relate more specially to the districts with which I am more 
intimately acquainted, but, I dare say, the principles underlying them will be 
applicable to all. The supply of good drinking-water and the restoration of 
natural drainage is the only remedy that can prevent human mortality in rural 
areas, Much may be done by the restoration of the river system of Bengal, 
which is not yet past all hopes. 


“The river system of Bengal may be said to supply the life-blood of these 
Provinces. The Ganges may be compared to the main artery that flows 
through the heart of this Province, an its tributaries and offshoots go in no 
small degree to contribute to the health, wealth and vitality of these Provinces. 
It is to the obstruction of the natural flow of the Ganges and Pudma water 
through the river system of Bengal, that the prevalence of malarial fever 
and cholera is directly to be attributed. I know, as a matter of fact, that this is 
the case with the Nator Sub-division and the district of Pabna. The supply 
of the Pudma water in these parts has ceased within living memory — 
in the abnormal death-rate and general decline of population already referr 
to. Even now when we get an abundant supply of Pudma water in our parts 
through the Baral during the three months of the rainy season, we are generally 
free from fever and other epidemic diseases, But directly the water level in the 
Pudma falls below the sand-bars and shoals of recent formation at the sources 
of our rivers and the current of Pudma water is no longer available for drinking 

urposes, epidemics of cholera and fever make their appearance and go on 
increasing in intensity as the drinking-water continues to get more, and more 


foul. 


“The same is the case in the districts of'Murshidabad, Nadia, and Jessore. 
All these districts are drained by the offshoots of the same river. The unhealthi- 
mess of these districts is directly attributable to the cessation of a good flow , 
of water through the Bhagirathi, Jalangi, Mathabhanga, Gorai, and other 
. minor streams. itis a geographical fact that the more important villages 
in rural Bengal are situated on river sides, and to the pitiable condition of 
these-rivers is to be attributed their present deplorable condition. It is not 
every country in the world which is blessed with such a magnificent system 
of rivers. here they are, the Government devotes no small amount of care, 
trouble, and capital to preserve and maintain these boons of nature. 


“The recent expenditure of capital in the Continental countries of Europe, 
Egypt, and America on river reg tion work is too well-known to require any 


- "detailed enumeration here. A few typical instances will suffice :— 


t 


AvusrRIA spent £3,000,000 since 1901, over and abovë £20,000,000 spent 
k during the last half century. , 


Huxcany nearly £22,000,000 between 1876 amd 1900. 
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` NETHERLANDS spent £11,542.777 on rivers during the last 30 yours of the 
^. . W9th century. . , 


. 


Even Russi spent over $ of a million sterling in 1903 alone, in river 
"nic and in the building and maintenance of Government 
gers. 


“Both in the Continental countries and America either no tolls, or but very 
little, are levied on river traffic in spite of the heavy expenditure incurred on 
such accounts, The American view is, that what is spent by the State goes 
directly. to add to the assets of the people in various ways. 


“ But let us see from our Provincial Budget Statement what we spend on 
such an important river as the Ganges on tbis account. Not even Rs, 50,000; 
the current ida revised figure puts. it down at Rs. 48,000 and for ће next 

ear the budget estimate is Rs. 46,000. ' Under the head ‘Nadia Rivers’ 

s. 1,15,000 has been put down оц the debit side, but on the credit side, 
Rs. 80,000 are*budgeted for, and nearly Rs. 90,000 have been actually realised 
annually during each of the last three years. Зо іп the net result we spend 
about Rs. 25,000 a year on account of the Nadia rivers. 


“Last year there was a mention of a saving effected to the extent of 
Rs, 3,07,000 owing to the postponement of the project of buying a suction 
dredger; but in this year's budget any mention of even this dredger is not 
made. We would have lost all trace of it but for an allusion to it by the 
.Hon'ble Mr. Inglis in reply to my hon’ble friend, Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali 
Mirza, in connection with the question of keeping open the channel of the 
Bhagirathi. The Hon'ble the Public Works Member was leased to inform us 
that the dredger was still in suspense, awaiting sanction o the Government of 
India in connection with the Madaripur and Khulna scheme ; that when sanc- 
tion was obtained and the dredger landed, it would be taken away from its 
legitimate purpose ‘and carried all the way from Khulna-Madaripur to the 
source of the Bhagirathi to remove ‘the extensive shoals’ at the entrance of the 


Bhagirathi. 


«This is an assurance too absurd to soothe even the souls of laymen like us 

A number of river channels are being continually kept navigable by means of 
dredgers all over the world, and I thought that such matters had long since 
assed the experimental stage, That rivers if kept open would prove rivals to 
the railways, is also an old world notion, which is now dead and gone. On the 
con , such waterways do act as feeder lines to railways 15 beyond any 
dispute. Even when a railway runs parallel to a canal it attracts its traffic. 
When the railway lines intersect the waterways, as they do in Bengal, any 
improvement in the river traffic is sure to mean so much more revenue to the 
— I would refer the Hon'ble the Public Works Secretary to Major- 
General Cotton’s opinion and to facts as they are in. America and in the 


Continental countries of Europe. 


« The gradual dying out ofthe Bengal rivers is not only disastrous to rural 
from the sanitary, but equally so from the economic, point of view. 

As a matter of fact the —— inthe interior do not get any benefit out 
of their rabi crop. When they reap this crop in summer the rivers aré no 
longer navigable. The raiyat wants ready cash and cannot wait till the rivers 
are again in full flood during the rains. The result is, iA cm with their 
crops to the mahajans and middlemen for a trifle. The latter can well 
afford to wait till the monsoon flood, when the middleman sells oilseeds 
and such other staples, ich they have gathered through the dry months 
of summer, to great advantage to himself. _ The margin of profit in such 
cases sticks mostly to the fingers of the middleman, and the poor raiyat 
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is none the better for it. The crop out of which the Bengal raiyats get the 
best fruits of their labour is the jute. And this to no small extent is due to 
the facilities of river transport to the nearest railways during the rainy season, 


“I cannot believe that the Government is at all serious about the much- 
talked of Jute Bill. I need only say that if any such Bill be passed, it will mean 
incalculable mischief and oppression to the jute-growing raiyat, and the indigo 
raiyats will tell the Government that even the worm would sometimes turn, 


“But apart from the economic importance of the Bengal rivers, their 
sanitary importance is enough to convince any enlightened Government of the 
supreme necessity of keeping up a current along them all through the year, 


** The Bengal rivers also serve the purpose of so many main drains to the 
Province. The Hon'ble the Municipal Secretary referred to the connection 
between rainfall and epidemic diseases in reply to my questions, Rain-water 
is perhaps the purest water available on earth, and 1 do not suppose that the 
Hon'ble Mr. Shirres meant to suggest іп any way tbat it was directly 
responsible for the growth and spread of epidemic diseases, If increase of rain- 
fall corresponded with increase in epidemics, the explanation is obvious, 
The obstruction of river channels and the natural drainage of the country pre- 
vents the accumulated rain-water from being drained off properly. Naturally 
it stagnates, and in contact with organic and vegetable matter in the soil affords 
a most congenial medium for the breeding of all kinds of disease germs. The 
Ganges water however possesses a peculiar property of speedily —— bac- 
teria. It has been sofound by recent scientific researches, and this also corre- 
sponds to the accumulated experience of ages of the people of this country. So 
it is beyond the possibilities of any reasonable doubt that the maintenance of 
a flow from the Ganges and the Pudma along the channels of the Bengal rivers 
will revolutionise the sanitary conditions of the country through which they 
may pass, That this can be done by effectual dredging is also obvious. 


“But the question is one of expense. Under the present conditions of our 
Provincial finance we cannot undertake such large schemes. But having regard 
to the enormous surpluses that are being shown annually in the Financial State- 
ments of the Government of India, I do not see any reason why a fresh settle- 
ment should not be made with usto enable us to undertake such schemes of vital 
importance, economic and sanitary, to this Province. Ihave suggested the 
making over ofa larger share of our land revenue to us for such purposes. 


“If the Government of India would be slow in doing this, I have another 
suggestion to make. Irrigation has proved a most profitable source of revenue 
to the,Government of India. They are now making nearly 8 per cent. on their, 
capital outlay on this account. Irrigation and railways have been made exclu- 
sively Imperial sources of revenue. Why then should the Imperial Government 
leave the bad bargains in the matter of Irrigation to our share? We are ready 
to work our canals and even keep them in order out of our Provincial funds, but 
under this head we cannot afford annually to pay Rs, 244 lakhs as interest on 
debt. This represents almost the net loss that we suffer from year to year under 
the head of ‘Irrigation.’* When the Government of India are making a net 
profit of 8 per cent. on irrigation and 5 per cent, on railways, they can well afford 
to relieve us of this interest. If they wanted equitable reasons for this transfer 
we need only say that we could furnish much better reasons than is to be 
found in their argument for appropriating the surplus revenue from the Law 
Courts in Bengal for their own purposes. 


“Phe Government of India is chiefly responsiblesfor killing our rivers by 
the canalisation of the Ganges, the Sone and the other tributaries of the sacred 
river. So the equity is all on our side that the Government of India should - 
come forward to help us-out of our present sufferings, Now that the railways 
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аан 
are yielding such enormous y to the So of India, and this Pro- 
е amount to swell such profits, the prayer that 
making on behalf of rural Bengal is certainly not ендер: I 2 de 
urge that the Bengal rivers being made navigable will gowon to swell the profits 
of the State Railways even to a greater extent. Any capital outlay on that 
account will not either be a burden on the State or the people. Government 
is not certainly a commercial concern, and if it makes 5 per cent, on the rail- 
ways and 8 per cent. on the canals, borrowing money at 3 to 31 per cent, it 
should not hesitate to yield up, at any rate, a certain portion of it for the 
benefit of either those who contribute towards it or for the general good of the 
community, 


$ 
“But even regarding the State Railways as purely commercial concerns, I ' 
repeat that the revival of the Bengal rivers will go to swell their profits to a 
sufficient extent to justify the outlay. Besides, the railway embankments are 
to no small extent responsible for the insanitary condition of Bengal, The 
views of Raja Digembar Mitter and of other people who have carefully gone 
into the question must be well known to Government. I need only invite their 
attention to some new facts, It is a very significant fact indeed that since 
enr aii Purnea, and Chittagong have become rail-bound, fever mortality has 
rapidly risen in these parts. So, in undertaking works of railway construc- 
tion, the State ought to be also more mindful of the sanitary needs of the 
country. 


“In connection with the epidemic diseases, 1 wish to say a few words with 
regard to the expenditure under the head of ‘Medical’ in the Provincial 
Budget. I regret to find that all the increased expenditure in recent years 
is either under the head of increase of pay to officers of the Indian Medical 
Service or in the interest of the Calcutta Hospitals, and that only Rs. 2,000 
is budgetted for under the heading ‘Expenses during the prevalance of 
Epidemics.’ The Hon'ble Mr. Shirres in reply to my question pointed to 
the expenses of additions to the Government Cinchona Factory’ as expenditure 
under the head of costs incurred on account of malaria. But examining the 
figures under the head ‘Scientific’ in the Financial Statement, I find that 
the Cinchona Plantations annuallly leave a margin of profit to Government. 
The capital outlay now proposed to be made will surely yield additional 

rofits. Anyhow the sale of pom cannot be shown as во much expen- 
ге under the head of * Malarial Fever,’ 


“It may not be out of place here to mention that while I. was at Nator 
during the outbreak of ‘cholera epidemic, the Sub-divisional Officer was 
repeatedly appealing to the District Mugistrate for medical assistance for 
the rural areas, but none was available. It is neither the fault of the 
Sub-divisional nor the District Officer, for when even hospital assistants are 
not available for such purposes, what could they do? Surely an adequate 
staff for dealing with periodical outbreaks of epidemic diseases could 
not be provided for under. the budget grant of Rs. 2,000 for the whole 
Province. 


“We are very thankful indeed to the Government of Indian for the grant 
of 124 lakhs of rupees to the District Boards of Bengal and for the assurance 
that a similar grant will be repeated every year. But considering that this 
amount is to be divided amongst all the District Boards’ m this Province, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres’s order on this account seems to be a very large 
one. I do not know whether the’ Hon'ble Member in laying the Financial 

Statement on the table the other day was quite serious when he alluded. 
to the preventible mortality amongst cattle and the duty of thé District 
Boards in this connection, hen the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary laid on 
the table an appalling record of human mortality in Bengal and was 


$ 
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unable to show any expense under the head of remedial measures in respect 
of such preventible diseases as cholera and malarial fever, his sympathy and 
concern for the cattle kind of Bengal was truly pathetic, not unmixed with 
a latent humour which tho Hon'ble Member did not perhaps himself see. I 
am a humble member of my home District Board and we are not unmindful of 
our duties to even the dumb creatures and do alread contribute our quota for 
the maintenance and travelling of a Civil Veterinary Assistant in our 


district. 


« The Hon'ble Mr. Shirres further desires us to maintain and increase 
* our expenditure on hospitals, dispensaries, schools and education, water-supply 
and sanitation, and for all these and more he asks us to fall back on our District 
Board Funds. And says he, in times of scarcity also, we must give relief 
out of Board Funds. ‘Of all persons the Financial and Municipal Secretary 
ought not to have an exaggerated idea of the District Board Funds. For 
instance, in the Pabna Board, of which 1 am a member, the revenue from 
cess on land, pound, ferry, technical school fees and other miscellaneous 
sources amount only to ciose upon a lakh, which with Government contrib- 
ution for primary education, etc., and contribution from private persons for 
medical aid, comes up to a little over Rs, 1,12,000. Out of this we spend 
nearly Rs. 40,000 in education, over Rs. 8,000 for medical and veterinary 
purposes; subsidise a steamer company to the extent of Rs. 5,000, because 
there are neither rail nor roads worthy of the name in our district, 
a 


“Under the present conditions of the river Gorai the steamer journey may 
well be said to rival the average speed of a bullock cart, for the steamer sticks 
Fro the shoals and remains stationary for a mumber of hours and sometimes even 
for days. We are however the proud possessors of a three-mile pucca 
road from the steamer ghat to the town, ‘The roads in the rest of the district 
are all міса and we cannot afford to have even pucca culverts along them. 
We have to pay about Rs. 6,000 on general establishment, nearly Rs. 11,000 
for an Engineer and his staff. All these account for over Rs. 70,000. We 
have to maintain a minimum balance of about Rs. 8,000 in our budget 
estimate, and out of Rs. 33,000 available for Publie Works, the maintenance of 
the kutcha roads costs us nearly Ез. 24,500 annually and if any portion 
of the roads or culverts are washed away during the rains, we are left 
without any resource for undertaking any new work. This is generally the 
financial position of most of the District Boards in Bengal, So how can 
they discharge the sanitary and medical obligations which the Government 
has failed to discharge out of its Provincial resources? The dole of 12} 
lakhs will not go far enough even to improve the district communications. 
So the Government need not be unusually stringent in any rospective 
legislation regarding the duties and obligations of the District — 


« Tho Hon’ble the Financial Secretary in referring to the grant of 12 lakhs 
irom the Government of India for the re-organisation of the Police in these 
Provinces remarked that we would cordially welcome: the scheme. While con- 
gratulating our President for his endeavours in this Connection, I regret I cannot 
accord a cordial welcome to the resolution on the labours of the Commission as 
it has emanated from the Government of India. I feel no hesitation in according 
a welcome to the itaprovement in the pay and prospects of the Sub-Inspectors. 
But Rs. 7 to 8 per month as the starting pay of a constable in these Provinces 
seems to me to be inadequate. When we cannot get a durwan under Rs, 9 or 
а syce under Rs. 7 how can we expect to get a Policeman, whom I would draw 
from thé former class rather than the latter, on а grass-catter’s scale of 
pay? Nor does the prospect of Re. l-increase after 3, 10, or 17 years of 
service seem to me а sufficient inducement to attract a good glass of 


. 
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men into the service; similarly the allowance of 2 annas a day for duty nt 
feonsiderable distances’ beyond the Police Station seems to be singularly 
inadequate. In the result, none of these proposals are likely to increase the 
honesty or integrity of an average constable. , 


. 

“Tf corruption, which is the canker that eats into the root of the Police 
system of the present day, is not removed, most of the money that is proposed 
to be spent on the so-called Police reform will be thrown away. As regards 
corruption, the Commission, before whom witnesses were examined, came to 
the conclusion that it exists in no small degree, and we are prepared to abido 
by that conclusion rather than accept the academic discourse of the Govern- 
ment of India in this eonnection, 


“In passing I must also observe that the observations of the Government 
of India regarding the ‘physique and temperament’ of the people of these 
Provinces as disqualifications for Police service are'equally uncalled for. I 
need not refer to past records to show that they used to be enlisted both in the 
Nawab’s and the Company's army. Nor need I allude to the athletic possibili- 
ties of our present generation of young men to controvert the proposition. 
The fallacy of the remark is patent on the face of it. The Sub-Inspectors as 
a class are recruited from amongst our young men and on them fall the 
brunt of investigation work, and whatever may be their shortcomings in other 
respects, they have surely not been found wanting in endurance or pluck. 
The common people are a much sturdier class, The fact is that they are too 
much oceupiea with their agricultural work and too much home loving and 
contended under the system of land tenures in the Lower Provinces of Bengal 
to aspire for Police service ; when their land or its boundaries are interfered 

. with they are kriown to give a great deal of occupation to the Police, and in | 
any fight outside the Courts of Law the latter are often known to get the 
worst of it. I need only mention in this connection that the —— had to be 
taken down to quell the Pabna land riots, Still they are a law-abiding people 
and require only a considerate treatment to be kept in good humour. 


** Equally mendacious are the remarks that tie people of this country are 
given to ‘the vicious practice of resorting to the machinery of the Criminal 
Courts in order to gratify private animosities.’ No doubt people in these 
Provinces resort to Criminal Courts to retain or establish possession in land 
which often chauge their boundaries with the shifting rivers, but to say that 
they resort to Criminal Courts to — their private grudge is to assert 
something which we know is not a fact. ‘To base ‘any such conclusions from 
the result of the preliminary investigations by the Police is exceedingly 
fallacious. 


“If we examine the statement by the test of trials of the cases sent 
up by the Police as true, it is the Police whose character is taken 
away by the facts and figures that are disclosed. We find that the pre- 
centage of convictions in such cases during 1903 in these Provinces were 
58*2, whereas in England in the corresponding year it was 83°26. This points 
to the singular inefficiency or —— of our Polico. "With regard to cases 
under the Indian Penal Code it is still lower, being only 42:2 per cent. Is it not 
reasonable therefore to suppose that out of the 20 per cent. of the cases disposed 
of by the Police as false or not-proven even before they came before the Law 
Courts many а real culprit escapes and id the — number of cases 
blame is sought to be fastened on innocent shoulders. Hence the large 

ercentage of the cases that are sent up by the Police as true, are declared 
false or not-proven by the Courts of Law. | t 


« Ав for the character of our people what better proof can be furnished 
than that, while 803,394 offences of various kinds were brought before the Law 
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lation of almost 2} times as large as that of England and 

200,000 criminal cases were brought to trial. The percentage of offences 
inst property and other serious crimes also go to corroborate that people 

of these Provinces are much less given to crime than the masses in countries 

in an advanced stage of civilization. So the proposals in the Government. of 

India Resolution for strengthening the Police Reserve Force or of increasing 

the rigour of Police administration are mostly misdirected. 


Courts in England and Wales during 1903, in these Provinces, with a popu- 
Wales, hardly 


«What is really required for the protection of the people from Police 
oppression and corruption, is the removal of all Police influence over our 
Subordinate Judiciary. This can only be done by what is known as the 
‘Separation of the Executive and Judicial functions.’ Eminent Judges of the 
Privy Council and of the High Courts in India declared in its favour, and 
at one time the Executive Beads of Government both in this country and in 
England admitted the soundness of such separation, and only financial diff. 
culties were said to bar the way to this reform, But now when the financial 
difficulty is gone, the whole scheme is brushed aside with little ceremony. 
What is now being put forward in its stead by way of Police reform has very 
little of reform in it, and it will be a wilful waste of public money to run up 
expenses under this head to Rs. 1,50,00,000. 


“The ten lakhs of rupees that have been assigned to us this year under the 
head of * Primary Education! is, however, a move in the right direction. But 
I fail to follow the observation of the Financial Secretary that'it would be 
impossible to devote this sum all at once for its legitimate purposes. I do not 
see why any substantial portion of it need be spent in brick and mortar. If it 
is meant for the education of rural Bengal who live in thatched houses, I fail’ 
to appreciate why they should be unable to receive their education in thatched 
bungalows. In the District Boards we have a ready agency for the appro- 
priation of the amount for its proper purposes, and it passes my comprehension 
why the Financial Secretary should wait at all for the construction of suitable 
buildings. As for University Education, I shall leave the Hon’ble Member for 
the University to deal with it. 


“Tn conclusion, I should like to add one word of warning іп, connection * 
with ihe question of primary education. It will be a futile attempt in these 
days of rapid changes and locomotion to forge separate dialects of the 
Bengali language. I am a native of Northern Bengal and have lived for a 
considerable length of time in what is described in a recent Government 
Resolution as Central Bengal. I never knew that there was а separate 
dialect for each of these parts. In Northern Bengal common people experience 
no difficulty in understanding the language which we ordinarily speak and write. 
All the letters to the trades-people and the raiyats are written in ordinary 
Bengali and they all comprehend them. The proposal now made that the text- 
book for Primary Schools should be written in English and translated into the 
colloquial Bengali of the north, southeast and west will only go to create 
a comic literature for each of the parts concerned. 1t would be much like the 
proposal, should the Board of Education in England suddenly take into their 
head to start the idea, that all the students in the Board's Schools should be 
taught to drop their their * h's? and made to speak through their nose, and that 
text-books should be specially written,for the purpose. How such a proposal 
will be met by the British public, I need not say. But nothing i8 too absurd 
for India. The Government has evidently been misled in this matter and 1 
need only add that it will be both a waste of energy, time and money for the 
Government to create four different dialects for rural Bengal. They might 
with better advantage employ all their surplus energy and resources to 
saving rural Bengal from the scourges which, as a member for the mufassal 
municipalities, I have dealt with at some length,” " 
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The Hon'ble Banu Awnmika CHARAN Mazompar said:—''Sir, from the 

iar constitution of our Couneils some people are apt to imagine that 
the debates which generally take place in them upon the presentation of 
the annual Budget Estimates are merely academic discussions which end 
in volleys of blank speeches to which the people have been too long 
accustomed either to be startled at, or to pay more than a passing attention 
to them. On the contrary, I regard the yearly discussion of the Budget to 
be а very important occasion both for the Government as well as for the 
people. However much we may regret the entirely one-sided picture which 
a budget now necessarily presents and however much we may lament the 
absence of & potent voice in the people to give that picture such a sha 
and form as may reflect even faintly the popular view of it, it must 
admitted that it is the occasion when an apparently irresponsible Govern- 
ment renders its yearly accounts to an unaccountable people, and it is the 
occasion when not only the’ past progress of the country is reviewed, but 
also a forecast is taken of itsfuture hopes and aspirations. But more than 
this it is the only occasion when a beaurocratic Government condescends to 
lay its policy before the people and when the representatives of the people, 
such as they are, are allowed to present their views in the hope of at least 
partially shaping and influencing that policy. It would therefore be a grievous 
misteke to approach such an occasion without a sense of adequate responsibility 
on the one hand and with irresponsible light-heartedness on the other. Sir, in 
in this conneotion I beg leave to make one observation which I hope will not fail 
to receive Your Honour's consideration. I am afraid that under the present 
arrangement very little time is given to Members for the proper study of the 
budget. Corhing, as it must, at the fag end of a busy session it ought, I think, 
{б be placed in the hands of thd Members in sufficient time for their prepara- 
tion, Your Honour, most of your Official Councillors are experts in financial 
matters; but the Non-official Members of Your Honour’s Council, who alone 
have practically to raise any discussion upon the Budget, cannot be expected to 
deal with it with equal force and facility unless sufficient time is given to them 
to study it in all its details and in all its bearings. If Your Honour's Govern- 
ment can, I venture to hope Your Honour’s Government will, in future, allow 
some more time to elapse between its presentation and its discussion, This 
will also enable the public and the press to judge of its merits and give their 
views on its details. : 

* Sir, I use no language of mere convention when I say that I sincerely con- 
gratulate the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary upon the very satisfactory udget 
which he has been able to present to the Council. It is perhaps one of the largest 
Budgets which have passed through this Council characterised as it is by large 

ts from the Imperial Government and, marked by two very important 
s —one Administrative and the other Educational, The Budget before 
us is a lucid doeument bearing high testimony to the great care, attention and 
ability displayed in bringing up in its present form. The two statements of 
recurring aj non-recurring expenditure furnish a clear index to the entire 
Budget. On the one hand, the usual statements shew а substantial amount of 
s which has been achieved during the year which is just closed, while, 

* the other, the Budget makes fairly liberal provisions on nearly all heads to 
inspi hope and confidence of still further progress during the year which we 
| а to enter. The total revenue under all heads for the year is estimated 
in round numbers at Rs. 6,89,00,000, and the total expenditure is put at 
Rs, 6,06,00,000, leaving, a closing balance of Rs. 82,49,000 as, against 
Rs. 1 94 00.000 of the current year. This enormous revenue and expenditure, 
which would be probabl —— the capacity of many Local Governments, * * 
once proof positive of the —— of the dignity and of the importance of the 
— — of which Your Honour is in charge. But, Sir, as there is no 
sunshine without a cloud, to me it seoms this glowing picture of the poca 
Budget is not also without a deep tinge of sadness about it which now looms 
its background. As I contemplate the large figures in this Budget and 
gun d e i i them in their diverse 

t of unstinted benevolence which pervades them | Г 

и —— and then as I mentally calculate the serious operation which they 
must undergo if Bengal is once partitioned, I cannot but feel that we are on 
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the brink of a very serious experiment. I bee I will not be misunderstood. It 
is neither in my power nor in my present inclination to draw out Government, 
I have already tried to do во and failed, and what I have failed to do directly 
I shall not attempt to do indirectly. Nor am laltogether unmindful. of the 
delicate position in which Your Honour is placed in regard to this unfortunate 
estion, although I must say that it is the honour and credit of Your Honour's 
overnment, more than anything else, which I would still on Your 
Honour’s attention until this serious question is either shelved or solved. - 
“Turning now to the Budget it seems to me that whatever apprehensions 
might have been felt just twelve months ago as to the probable effect of the 
financial settlement which this Government had to conclude with the Imperial 
Government last year, our present estimate of Revenue does not shew that we 
have been any the loser in the bargain. Under that settlement the revenue 
which was assigned to. us by the Government of India amounted to 
+ Rs. 4,98,00,000. And although we were given much smaller shares than 
under the oid contract system in most of the expanding revenues, in the Budget 
for the current year the total revenue was estimated at Rs. 5,04,00,000 ; while 
with the never failing, mysterious elasticity of Indian revenues it rose up to 
Rs. 5,17,00,000 in the revised estimate; and this has probably encouraged 
the alle Financial Secretary in taking a yet bigger jump and estimate the 
revenues for the next year at over Rs. 5,64,00,000. OF course it may be 
still —— to be very sanguine about the —— of the new system; 
but, Sir, if the present estimate affords an accurate forecast of the probable 
results in future years, 1 am inclined to think there are sufficient grounds for 
congratulating Government upon its new financial arrangement, which, at all 
events, possesses one —— feature in that jt has to & considerable extent 
relieved the patient lamb of the distressing apprebension of the shearing knife 
of the wool-gatherer every fiv years. 


“Sir, on going through the several heads on the receipt side of the Budget 
I am sorry lam unable to congratulate Your Honour's Government upon the 
steady progress of its Excise revenues. In the Ege for the ourrent year 
they were estimated at Rs, 72,00,000; in the revised estimate they rose to 
Rs. 73,00,000, and for the next year they have been estimated at nearly 
Rs. 76,00,000, and I should not:be very much surprised if іп the next revised 
estimate they will shew the same activity towards further expansion as is 
observable under all the principal heads of the Budget. The average annual 
inerease under this wt during the last five years has been Rs, 5,83,000. 
Our present estimate would shew that we have not hesitated to inorease even 
this enormous average to Rs. 6,50,000, and that perhaps not altogether without 
the further expectation of having it raised to at least clear 74 lakhs in the 
revised estimate. l know it wiil be said, as has often been said both in this 
Council as well as in the other Council which guides its destinies and round which 
it is bound to rotate in its movements, that this expansion of the excise revenues 
is due to the increased and ever increasing prosperity of the people, Your 
Honour wil pardon me for saying that i regard this as little short of 
what may be called adding insult to injury. lam not going to rake up here 
that vexed question of Indian Poverty versus Prosperity which has been 
sufficiently dealt with by far abler men and competent authorities both here 
as well asin England, But this I will say without hesitation that if increased 
drunkenness is to be associated with increased prosperity of the people, I do 
not see why one may not with equal propriety, trace increased mortality in 
this country to overfeeding also. But, Sir, letting quibbling and sophistry 
alone, there is the high tesimony of the Committee, inted in Englend 
in 1904, for the purpose of inquiring into the causes of —3 deterioration 
ғ of the British people. The Committee says:— Not only is poverty the result 
of drink, it becomes an active agent in promoting it. People who have not 
enough food turn to drink to satisfy their cravings and also to support their 
enfeebled hearts by alcohol,’ or as another witness eaid :—‘ The poor often 
drink to get the effects of a good meal. They mistake the of stimula- 
tion after alcohol for the feeling of nutrition, They ‘turn to it to blunt 
tlieir sensibility to squalor, and it re-acts in deadenin, desire for improve- 
ment, Sir, if this is the tase in England, what should we say of India? 


* 
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_* Your Honour, before leaving the question of Excise I desire to enter my 
humble protest against the introduction of the contract distillery system 
now being tried in Orissa and Midnapore and which, as tie Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Rudgot very fairly and frankly informed Hon’ble Mem- 
bers in his introductory speech, is likely to replace the outstill system 
throughout Betigal. I am not in favour of the outstills; but in choosing 

een two evils I would certainly prefer the outstill to the contract system. 
If the contract system had shown decrease of consum tion, I should still ' 
have welcomed it, But as it is, a change of system hardly means ahything 

. more than a change of hands in the liquor traffic. The contract systeni 
will virtually turn the Indian distillers out of the field, and I do hope the 
experiment will not be further extended pending, at all events, the settlement 


of the Exéise Law which is now under the consideration of Your Honour's 
Government. ag 


“Sir, the unusual expansion of the Stamp revenue also calls for more 
than a passing notice. It seems to be going up by leaps and bounds every 
year. The average annual increase in revenue from stamps is estimated 
at Rs. 3,82,000. In the Budget for the current year provision was mede for 
an increment of three lakhs, but in the revised estimate it automati y went 
up to six lakhs, making a total increment of nine lakhs. Now the B get in 
hand at once begins with an increase of seven lakhs to close in pro ably 
somewhere between nine and ten lakhs in the next revised estimate. This 
enormous increase, chiefly under the head of ‹ Court-fee Stamps,’ clearly indi- 
cates an abnormal increase in m. t Here, again, a handful of unfortunate 

wyers sometimes come in largely for a share of the responsibility, although it 
is the Government that goes im for the entire profit. F would like to know what 
percentage of this large increase of Stamp revenue is due to cases arising out 
of the Survey and Settlement proceedings lutely undertaken by Government 
in spite of the protests of the people. Let cie Peg Patna and Muzaffarpur 
in Bihar and Backergunge in Bengal answer. А о 


“Sir, the next item of our revenue to which I would invite Your Honours 
special attention is No. VIII—the Assessed Taxes. Here, again, there is 
a steady and perceptible inerease along the whole line. From the Budget 
to the revised estimate, from the revised estimate to the fresh budget is 
the order of our financial progress in matters of taxation. In the ‘o inary 
collections’ of Income-tax Rs, 42,00,000 represented the ‘actuals’ of 1903-04 ; 
and in the next year (the year in which an important exemption was 
granted to all incomes below Rs: 1,000) instead of taking a lower estimate, 
ав ought to have been the case if the provision of Act XI of 1903 had beer 
taken into consideration, we find the sanctioned estimate putting this item ‘at 
Rs. 45,00,000, and although the revised estimate fell short by about 14 lakhs, we 
find the Financial Secretary again putting it for the next year at Rs. 44,00,000, 
T have lately drawn Your Honour’s attention to the wayin which the yaluablé 
concession granted to a poor people by raising the minimum of taxable limit has 
been systematically tampered with by overzealous officers who would have served 
their Government much better if they had paid geater regard for the credit and 
reputation of that Government than for their mistaken efficiency and doubtful 

vancement, 1 thankfully acknowledge that immediate notice has been taken 
of this phenomenal development to which I had the privilege of calling "Your 
s Honour's attention, and that the Board of Revenue has called for explanation of 
the local officers on the subject.» І only hope and trust, that as there is nothing, 
in the conduct of man which is not capable of some sort of explanation, neither 
the Board of Revenue nor Your Honour's Government will allow themselves to 
be satisfied with any mere apology that may be offered by those who have so 
wilfully violated the provision of the law and grossly offended the dignity and 
eredit ofthe Government, But leaving them alone for the present, I would 
fuly ask Your Honour to consider how far it is legitimate or expedient 

on our part in the face of this state of things to provide for а comparatively 
higher Revenue from the Ireome-tax than what it was prior to the passing of 
Aet XI of 1903, A larger provision in our Budget evidently means, if it 
aus anything, a larger expectation on the part of Government, and thosé 
who are entrusted the actual administration are thereby naturally led in 
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their mistaken zeal: to work for the realization of that expectation only. Our 
Government is not an impecunious Government, and in a matter of this 
description at all events it can never be under the necessity of promising to 
the ear apd breaking to the hope. I submit the estimate should have Kaa 
framed with a view to reduction, and not increase, of the Excise Revenue 


and the Assessed Taxes. 


“Qoming to the expenditure in the Budget, our attention is at once 
arrested by the very large — for Education. It was Rs. 35,19,000 
in the original estimate for the current year which rose to Rs. 35,62,000 
in the revised estimate, While in the Budget for the next year it has been — 
raised to Rs. 54,00,000. The steady growth of this revenue from 1901-02 


to 1905-06 furnishes unmistakable evidence of the abiding. interest which 
this Government still retains for the education of the people. We may 
differ as to the mode and method оѓ that education, and we may also 
complain that it has to some extent lately transferred its long-standing 
affections from the higher branches of that education; but there can be no 
gainsaying of the fact that Government is still ready to spend a fair share 
of its revenues towards the education of the people. It A to be gratefully 
noticed that out of this large allotment Rs. 12,00,000 form special grants 
from the Government of India (Rs. 2,00.000 for University education and 
Rs. 10,00,000 for primary education). With the large revenue thus placed 
at his disposal the worthy Financial Secretary has been able to make pe 
rovisions for grántein-aid as well as for scholarghips. I doubt, however, 
It the increased provision'for the former is likely to reach ver much beyond 
the industries in the Government Estate at Kalimpong and the Jewish irls® 
School sorsewhere, while’as to the latter I should very much like to know what 
would be the probable number, nature and quality of the gem scholarships 
which are included in this increased provision. As regards higher education, 
there is no doubt an increased provision of Rs. 1,50,000 for the equipments of 
the Arts Colleges; but besides a few minor improvements here and there there 
seems to be no striking improvement „which is sought to be undertaken during 
the coming year. But I must not be understood either to ignore or to over- 
look the provision of Rs. 67,000 which has been made for the maintenance of 
efficient boarding-houses їп. Calcutta, althoügh in this connection I may be 
—— to mention the laims of Dacca, Hooghly, Krishnagar, Rajshahi, 
hagalpur, Patna and Cuttack, where students are not wanting who in want 
of decent accommodation have to put up in objectionale quarters and sometimes 
even in “objectionable houses. It is also, satisfactory to note that for the 
Government’ Colleges génerally an increased provision of over Rs. 50,000 hab 
been made in the Budget for thè next year. : " 


“Before leaving the subject of higher education, I would beg leave to 
submit one or two suggestions for the consideration of Your Honour’s Gov- 
ernment, In view of the importance so justly attached to scientific education 
and having regard to the hopeless inability of the private institutions, which 
command by far the largest number of students, to meet the requirements 
of such-education, I think it is high time that a central or inter-college labor- 
atory wére established in Calcutta either with suitable contributions from those 
institutions which may be disposed to avail themselves of its advantages, or 
under a fee system for students who may desire to attend its lectures and 
demonstrations. Without such an arrangement the best intentions of Govern- 

ment and even the most stringent provisions of the University are likely to be 
barren of their desired ун: Аз 'The other suggestion which I would u 
is the foundation of some chairs for the Calcutta University after the moi 
of the Universities gin England. The idea is not а new one, although like 
all old ideas it suffers from the disadvantage of having been once consi 
to the dusts'of the upper shelves, Z2 ave long moved within the 
groove of a — niversity, and'although loud and repeated have been 
the complaints raised against it and louder still have blowed the trumpets for its 
, there is ав yet no sign of any practical attempt to reclaim the unfor- 
tunate institution from its vicious tendencies, Your Honour is the first Rector 
of this old University, ahd may I express the hope that Your Honour’s first 
+ 





CM s Coming next to Secondary Education, it has to be noticed with sincere 


. satisfaction that there is a large increase in the provision for the Governmen 
schools, genoraland special, which amounts to — a lakh of rupoes, The 
establishment of Training Colle es at Dacca and Hooghly may be taken as the 
first step towards real effect being given to the few objective method of . 
tesching recently introduced in our high. schools. + Neither the normal ` 
training schools, nor those started at the district and the sub-divisional head- 
quarters, are likely to turn out competent teachers foi the new system, and so 
long as sufficient number of competent teachers will not be available real 

_ education must suffer, In fact I am inclined to think that we have ا‎ 
rather at the wrong end. We should have first trained teachers before 
attempting to teach boys; but the simultaneous attempt to teach both can. 
hardly be satisfactory to either. The old staff long wedded to a vicious system 
have to be weaned from it, and it may bo useful to try the experiment of 
sending for some time a few well trained teachers visiting school to school and 
testing the method of teaching according to the new scheme. But, Sir, Î 
would attach stil greater importance to the strengthening of the staff of 
assistant teachers in the high schools so as to leave suflicient time ‘at the. 
disposal of the Head Masters for efficiently superwising апі occasionally 

» helping the working of the lowér forms,» Whatever differénce of opinion there ' 
may be as to vernacularglanguages being ituted fof English as the 

ium of teaching in these formg, I do 2 a e iniprovoments and. 


indicated above the new scheme ikely to ize the noble 

expectations of the Government, Sir, I regre notice the-alxgnce of any 
provision in this Budget for the reorggniZation, of di» Ede ional Bervices 
Ф the neeessity of which is fully тооно by Gov *atid thé urgency of 


` which I had the honour of lately pressing оп 168 "atten ion? Whe indefinite 
postponement of a measure like thisgeap only iet indi incrcased"]o:s of 
the educational interest of the country... а" ¥ “* ‘ bir 


я 4 ғ 

“ Passing next to the important oti "io 00,000 tovani imary 
‚ Education, I understand the large provision in udget is, the idfportant _ 
uestion of the establishment oural primar ools$i pal which is ` 

Mr engaging the attentive consideration of You баг Government and 
which has been so elaborately formulated in the Government "Résolution of the, 

7th February last. That scheme, as Hon'ble Members are, aware, is based 
the educational policy of the Government of E published in March,” 

1904. Bat speaking as a humble representative of the people I must say that 
"the scheme as devised by this Governmrnt is, at least in, one respect, an 
improvement upon that policy, in that it does recognize to somo exte the , 
importance of technical training of the rural population, which was so carefully * 
sought to.bo-climinated by thé Supreme Government. Your Honour's Govern- 
ment has wisely distinguished primary education of the purely rural RS 
tion from that imparted in urban areas, and has very properly decided to cut. 

. down the heavy load of subjects with which boys of tender age have been 
so long cruelly hampered by a positively mischievous system. [ wish Your 

` Honour had extended this pruning hand to secondary education also. The 
operation in that case might have. tended to the proper growth and 
u development of а large number of our: boys who now either pine away or 
—2 break down atan early age. "While according my warm support 
erally to the scheme formulated by Your Honour's Government for the 

` jmproyement of Primary Education among the rural population, I would 
‚=, * against the absurd proposal made for supplying its text-books 
“means of translations from English originals and then again for getting up 
these translations not in the approved. and recognized Bengali language, 
which is perhaps the richest of Vernaéular languages in-India, but іп queer, 
un $ matical vulgar dialect (it is hardly accurato to call thent even 

` by sucha name) which are sometimes spoken in differont parts of the province. 
A should like to know if the Celtic, the Gaelic and the Weta alects: are 
employed in any system of Education in any parts of Scot and, Ireland and 


» 
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Wales? I һауе never heard of any complaint, реіпр made 525 
the standard Behgali as bea cig Ara aceti the Garrhos and the è 
On the contrary, this smooth and beautiful uage has found its way to the 
remotest villages, whether in the Gangetic delta or haec qu a 
and has been chiefly instrumental in bringing about those sociehand intellectual 

; developments which are во rapidly taking place in these provinces, Sir, аш 
grieved to find a distinguished countryman of my own, who ought to have 

# known much better and who sat on the Committee which has devised this novel * 
idea, did not find it worth his while to raise even his solitary voice against it. 
But sir, what may be gamgto some may be death to others, The Muhammadans 
have opposed it, the Hin us have denounced it and the Christian Missionaries, 
to whom Bengal owes a debt of undying gratitude for the first impotus given 
to Education in this country, have set their faces against this absurd and — 
violent proposal. I confidently hope that in a matter of this description Your 
Honour will not hesitate to attach the weight that is due to such а concensus of 
publie: opinion, and I fully trust that Your Honour will not allow an excellent 
scheme for Primary Education in this country to be defeated by à queer and 
probably mischievous proposal. Hg 

“It is satisfactory to note that increased provision has been made 
for a larger — — officers both "avait ie well as Deputy Magistrates 









and / Sub-Deputy ors, But I should like to know why the Budget 
rovision for the cu 

fully exp 
vision for D 
provision for 


gut year on aecount off Subordinate Judges could not | : 

d" whatsis the reason юн о reduction of the pro- 
08s M Judges in the coming year? The increased 

ges’ will enable Government to deal with the 





pending qu ёв to witnesses, etc., satisfactorily; but I regret 
very m erable троп made in the provision for increase » 
of t establishment. In the current year Rs. 2,50,000 had 






P Wut nofspénit; and in the estimate for the next year this has 
4 been i^e to УК, 00. Se thesejill-paid and hard.worked officers have 
a long-standing Nus nd’ Ё ongg again appeal to Your Honour's strong 








sympathies for an early and tei ess of that grievanco. 
<“ Ag lh аду ка one of the most important administrative . 
«changes of Sergi {Шш reform of theWPolice. "The long-expected and 
g-deferred ^! jon the Goverhment*of India has at last been 
mblished, and overnment has redeived a grant of Rs. 12,00,000 as 


allotment for fhe purpose. The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Budget 
has in hif openi ddrésa most cordially invited us all to welcome the inaugu- 
ration of the*gfeat refornf& contained in that Resolution, Sir, I find myself in 
a somewhat embarrassed position in not being able to accept such a cordial ів“ " 
vitation without вше reservation, The strength and the pay of the Police have 
, .been* increased,, dnd to some extent, though not to the fullost extent required, 
tlfey have also been freed from the direct influence of the Magistracy. There 
are some other features of the scheme also which will likewise commana the 
approbation of the public. «But I feel. constrained to rav, even at the risk of 
"being held either ungrateful or unmindiul, that the creation of a European and 
an Indian service und the total abolition of competitive examination for the 
recruitment of Sub-Inspectors I am unable to regard except with doubt and 
misgiving. It has yet to be seen whether in the superior grades of the service „| 
Indians will be eligible for recruitment In England ; and so long as no definite.. 
announcement is made*by Your Honour's Government fixing the standard of 
educational qualifications for Bengal Sub-Inepectors, and dut not least until 
some practical step is visibly taken to improve the detective function of the 
` Provincial Police, I ¢iunot persuade myself to be in ecstasy over the proposed 
reforms. As at presofit advised one thing seems to me to be pretty clear, that 
the door to istrict Superintendentships stand practically closed against natives 
* , of India, Nothing will give me greater pleasure than to be disabused of these 
apprehensions, Sir, tender hearts may sometimes break at the disagreeable 
culations of racial loss and gain, but it may be no discredit to those whom 
‘fortune haf favoured with the power and opportunity for making these. 
perplexing celeulations at times boldly to face them in justice to hearts 
that are already broken, ~ - j moms 
І 
b me 
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wÈ "Bir, во long I have simply criticized the Bu though of course I have 
endeavoured to do so with as ndi fairness and te jeer I have been able 
{о command. But I should be very sorry indeed to be understood to say that I 
am altogether unmindful of the many good ints that aro in if. To some of 
tliese І have already referred, and before I close I ought also to notice with 
sincere ackhowledgment a few others which a pear to me as among the most 
salient points in the clear and on the whole XR Budget which the able 
Financial Secretary has presented to the Council. Tho grant of over 4 lakhs 
of rupees to Municipalities for water-supply and drainage works and the 
permanant contribution of 124 lakhs to District Boardij-with prospective increase 
of abut Rs, 14,000 a year, no less than the largo provisions for education as 
noticed above, command the warm, universal acknowledgment of the grateful 
people committed to Your Hononr’s charge.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar said:—“I am glad to be able again to congratulate 
the Government on the satisfactory Budget Statement which has been presented 
to the Council. I would like to say a few words on behalf of the Calcutta 

, Hospital Nurses Institution of which I häve the honour to be President, 


* In August, 1902, the Government appointed a Committee to manage this 
Institution which had hitherto been under a Committee of Ladies. 


“The Government originally subscribed Rs. 3 f x 'eyery Re. 1 the Com- 
“mittee collected, subject to a maximum grant*of*qs. 87,500, во that if. 
Rs..12,500 were collected tlle maximum grant Was"e - » This arrangement 
is stil) in forco with the additioial proviso thatithe granit will bd increased to 
Hs. 50,000 in any year tnat the Committee can ta similar amount, which 
means that Rs. 37,200 more have to be colleefed tà carn alditfonal grant of 
«Кз. 12,500. The Committee have not been 2018 # do thig pecial 
request the grant last year was made up to an et cfip- 

tions, vie., ds. 42,651-9.6. y ^ 


d PORE ETT 4 1 
‘t Since the Committee took ch the sabscrigfions flected have been 
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“I quote the following from the tification of 4th August, 1902 к 


* 


It is hoped that, with tho appointment of а Committee, representing all lasses of tho 


unity, both European and Indian, a larger increase will obtained rom the publio, 
— Me arrangements, whioh om be made for the provision of Nurses, will moro 
adequately fulfil the increasing requirements. 4 m 


“These antisipations have been realised from the European éommunity, as* ` 


the collections in 1904 amounted to Rs. 42,651-9-6; but І would mention that. of 
this sum only a small proportion, viz, Rs. 1,208, were collected from the 
-Indian community. d 

“Tho Institution sup lies Nurses to the Medical College Hospital and 
Nurses and dhats to the Edon Hospital; in both these hospitals the majority 
of cases belong to the Indian community. It is disheartenin to the Com- 
.mittee that their efforts appear to be жо little appreciated, judging from the 
small amoünt of subscriptions to the fund by Native gentlemen. 

“There is an ever increasing demand for Nurses and dhais, “A larger 
nutaber could be employed did funds permit of it. ‘The, Committee of the 
Institution have applied to the Government for the annual“ grant for 1905 to 


be increased to Rs. 50,000. I trast the Government will bè able Чо favourably . 


consider this application and grant the increase. 

` 4¢The accounts of the Institution show that the өхретївев have exceeded 
the collections by about Rs. 2,000 in each of the years 1403 and 1904, gus 
the grant enti Government again equals the amount of collectio . This 
deficioncy has been provided from the capital, but a steady drain on this fund 


will eventually compel the Committee to curtail the supply of the much needed - 
2 quen | | 


к 


fu 


в, TER CATOUTTA GAZETTE, А 







که 


the 30th April, 1904, of Rs. 2,92,700-5-4. In the items of expenditure there 


&n item 


(s fpr Port Dues Fund shows a balance at credit: ot: that find on 
Rs, 20,254, paid for charges for seamen in Presidency General 

ital, which all goes to the funds of the hospital. —— are 
ursós 


attended by the Nurses supplied and e by the Galeria Mn 


Institution, but no portion of these 


arges is allotted to 


I submit for the consideration of the Government that a small charge — 
by the Hospital Port Dues Fund should be made for the services of the Nurses 
at all hospitals, where such Nurses attend as are paid by the Institution, and 


that the amount be paid tg the Institution, 


“ A representation has been made to the Government by European and 


Indian rice merchants using Tolly’s Nullah; it has been supported by the + 
Chamber of Commerce, calling attention to the fact that for several days in: 
the month boats cannot use this nullah on account of tbe silt which has 


accummulated there rendering it impossible for boats 
The rice trade from Chetla is an important item of 

lah which is thréatened to be closed from want 
of the boats. I submit for the consideration of the 


to float or use the nullah, 
the trade of this йи; 
this 


— has been invested in godowns and appliances along the banks o 
nu 


of water for navigation 
Government that imme- 


diate steps should bes£aken to remedy this hindrance to the rice trade, and 


that an allotment be mde for that purpose. 


H ^ LJ 
* I am aware’ the eshalization of Tolly’s Nullah is included in a larger 
scheme for ) —— f waterways, but'this danger is pressing and 


I venture to Honour’s immediate attention to it.” 
к^ 226 ue" 
Th НрФМ Mae Lankots sdid :—'* The Financial Statement Which we 
are ‹ onsidér” ghows evidence of the prudence and forgthought 
which have "g tose ûi Whose bands is‘ entrusted the administration of 


which 1 represente 


beg to tó Your Honour and the. Government our 


the finances of nb hn ty i and on behalf of that section of the community 


congratula jons on 
We rei 
+ ej With sentiments of 


e veny- satisfa results, which have been attained. 
n the very gubsta state df prosperity which is evinced by the 
ir Й easure the large balance at the 


. budget, an pl 
ive at the pur ent which we oe 2 safely conclude will be utilized 
ne 


r the furth of the Province both 
* Government and the public generally. # 


regards the servants of the 


* «Тоў traverse the whole budget would necessitate а minute knowledge of 
financial and ddministrative details which I do not claim to possess; but with 
Your Honours permission І would refer to a few points in the hope that im 
the near future, when opportunity permits, they may receive favoura le 


attention from the Government, _ ae 
< i“ Provision is made in ће budget fora grant 


of over four lakhs for the 


_ improvement of the Port of Chittagong. To this grant, as matters stand, there 
‚ ean be no possible objection, though it may be presumed that in the event of that ` 
port, being separated from Ben all grants made to it b Government of 
this Province will be refunded by the Government to which it will be transferred. 
In this connection I would ask Your Honour whether it would not be possible, 
out of the large surplus at the disposal of Government, to afford some relief to 

. the Port of Calcutta on account of the heavy burden of 4 Kidderporo Docks. 

ou 


Such relief would be of considerable benefit to, and 
by, the trade of the port. At present the Port 'T'rust 


cont. interest on the Dock Loan of Rs. 287 lakhs. I 


be much appreciated 
pa s Government 4 per 
this interest could be 


- reduced to 24 per cent., the rate at which Government itself can borrow money, 
it would mean a saving of а lakh and forty-three thousand in the year. Itis 


interest and sinking fund which toge 


well-known that the Docks hardly n their working — apart from 
ukhs 


er amount to about 15 


a year. 


This burden, therefore, has to be borne*by the general revenues of the port. 


© *"Ibàyebeon reminded this morning by the H 
question was the dubject of — —— between 


on'ble Mr. Inglis that this 
the Port Commissioners 


and thé Government in 1895-96, and at that time the Government declined to 
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reduce the rate of interest. But I do not su that the decision then 
arrived at partook of the nature of a law oft $ Madhi and Persians which 
altereth not. At that time the reduction of the rate of interest on Government 
іввогу Notes from 4 to 34 per cent, had only been newly introduced and 
was, if it may be so described, in the experimental stage. It is no longer an 
experiment, but an established fact, The rate is never likely to revert to 4 
rcent.; on the contrary, it is more likely to be further reduced to 3 per cent. 
* When the loan was made to the Port Trust the rate on Government loans was 
4 per cent., and it is evidence of the intention on the pari of the Government 
not to make a profit on the transaction that it should have lent the money to 
the Port Trust at the same rate. Acting on this pringiple, therefore, there i$ no 


real reason why the interest should nof! now be reduced to the Government 
standard of 34 per cent. 


“I have heard it also advanced that the Port Trust is prosperous and | 
there is no need for the reduction. This is scarcely a proper argument, for if 
we admit the claim that the interest should be reduced, then we put the Port 
Trust in the position of a creditor and the Government in the position of a 
debtor, and it is no valid plea that the debtor should refuse fo pay the ereditor 
because the latter is prosperous. There may be other reasons for refusing 


the reduction, but the fact of the Port Trust being prosperous. cannot be 
advanced as one. 


* The reduction of this interest’ would largely increase the borrowing 
powers of the Port Commissioners and so enable them to carry out important 
works the cost of which must be debited to capital and cannot “be paid for 
out of revenue. 


4 


“Would it not also be permissible for:this Government to add a substantial 
amount to the sum of fifty ү? allowed by the Imperial Government toward 
the City Improvement Scheme? We, residents! of Calcutta, fully recognize the 
principle that, if we want our city cleansed and beautified, we should be 
prepared'to share the expense of the cleansing and beautifying process; but 
we hope for such help as will'engble, us to bear the extra burden without 
making the cost of existence too great for us, more espeeially for those who are 
in receipt of fixed salaries, but wjho find expenses continually inereasing. 


“I note that in the budget provision is made for the housing of Government, 
officials, and I trust this will include some sort of living accommodation dor ' 
the poorer class of Government clerks to whom itis a serious problem to find . 
suitable quarters in the face of ever rising rents. ; i 


- . “Apparently for the first time after many years a very libéral grant has 
been made for Primary Education. Мау I venture to hope th, as no details 
are given as to how it is proposed to apportion this grant, some portion of it 
may be used for what, for want of a better appellation, I may call ‘ Primary 
Technical Education’? Technical Education has had substantial encouragement 
and support from Government for many years, and the results have en of 
marked benofit to a large number of young men whose training thus gained 
has enabled them to adopt professions of usefulness and profit. As a further 
step in this direction, Your Honour has recently introduced a system of 
Commercial Education, and I have no doubt that the opportunity will be taken 
full advantage of by young men who contemplate a business career, for with 
the foundations thu&.laid at schools and colleges they will find themselves 
prepared beforehand for the work that lies before them as clerks, book-keepers 
or accountants. Technical Education, therefore, has been dealt. with in no 
niggardly spirit by the Government. 
* But there is one class for whom apparently little has been done, the class · 
` who have to depend upon their hands to earn their livelihood, to whom training 
schools, engineering colleges and commercial classes are things unknown, 
or, if known, unattainable; whose education is of the most meagre description 
and whose training for the particular handicraft which they may adopt seems 
` to be picked up anyhow and anywhere without any method or recognized 
system. It is on hehalf of this class, the large» class of artizana and 
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handioraftsmon, that I would beg some assistance from Your Honour: 
Some years ago a Commission was appointed by Government to enquire 
into this subject, and in response to an enquiry I received from the Secretary 
of that Commission I communicated my views at some length. 1 never heard 
the result of that Commission, or whether any definite conclusion was arrived 
at. | 1 А 


“TI trust I may be pardoned if, on this point, I confine myself principally 
to the industry with which I am personally connected and in which I have had 
a continuous experience of over thirty-six years; but I have little doubt that 
employers in other branches of was industries would confirm what 
I say. Something is done in Refoymatory chools to teach young boys a. 
trade. Apprentices are, I believe, taken in at the dockyards and telegraph 
works, But more than this is necessary. It is hardly а visable or desirable: 
that boys should transgress the law in order to be taught a trade, and the 
other sources of training are open only to a few. What is wanted is that 
boys who are willing to learn astrade should have the opportunity afforded 
them of learning it in a ‘methodical and systematic manner. ‘Private con- 
cerns can and do*afford a certain amount of training, but they are com- 
paratively few in number and are in many cases out of the reach of the 
would-be handicraftsman, As it is at present, the large majority of youths pick 
up a knowledge of their craft as best they can, with the result that their 
workmanship is of a very low order, rendering them unfit to compete with 
others whose systems of training are better and more methodical. 


“As an example, I would here mention a well-known fact, that Chinamen 
are gradually but surely supplanting natives as wood-workers. Whatever their 
system of training may be, it is not to be denied that their workmanship is 
superior in every way to that of the native, and I cannot accept it that this is 
due to any superiority of intelligence; for granting equality of conditions and 
training the native artizan can, when properly looked after, do his work as 
intelligently and skilfully as his Chinese competitor. But it is just thaf training 
that is lacking, and it is in this direction that I would solicit the help of the 
Government. I acknowledge that there are difficulties in the way, but those 


' difficulties are not unsurmountable. They, have existed in other branches of 


technical education and have been successfully overcome. We must recognize 
the general poverty of the class, the early age at which a boy must begin his 
training, the inability and possibly unwillingness of parents to send their boys 
to any established training institution, the inadvisability of insisting on 
educational tests which would be of little or no value to the man who has 
to earn his living by the work of his hande, and with these principles to guide 
us I feel sure that something could eventually be done to benefit and improve 
the positiog of the artizan classes of this Province, , 


“This Council has lately passed a law which will be very much to the 
benefit of Calcutta, I mean the Smoke-Nuisances Act. We have heard on many 
sides that the best prevention of the smoke-nuisance is to procure better 
stokers. At present we take an untrained coolie and tell him to shovel coal 
into a furnace. ‘To him the fact that thick black smoke belches forth from the 
chimney is only evidence that he is zealously carrying out his orders to throw 
coal on the fire, and he is happy in consequence and proceeds to add more coal 
thereby causing more smoke. To talk to him about scientific stoking would be 


‘futile, and to tell him that the coal must bé so distributed that there shall be 


little or no smoke would, to his mind, be an insult to his intelligence. Let the 
coolie however be trained before he is allowed to stoke, let him understand 


from the first that dense smoke only means imperfect combustion, let him learn 


that the less smoke he makes the more money he will get, and his endeavours 
thereafter will be confined to lesson rather than to increase the-volume of smoke. 
But at present he bas no one to teach him, All he has to sdo is to shovel co 
and that he does to the best of his ability causing loss to his employers, 1ncon- 
venience to his neighbours and earning less money for himself. 


“I would take this opportunity of thanking Your Honour for the generous 
donation which has betn provided for towards the paying patients’ wards of 
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` the General Hospital. . "This will be a matter for much satisfaction and con 
tulation to those who have striven во long snd so earnestly for that xai ond 
institution. It is hardly necessary for meto take up tho time of the Council 
dilating on its benefits and merits, 1 сап only assure Your Honour that 
the boon is one which will be thoroughly appreciated by those who have the 
misfortune to be inmatés of the hospital, and that you, Sir, will have earned 
_ the heartfelt gratitude of all sections of the European community in Bengal.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Satioram Өткөн said:—' I congratulate the Hon'ble 
Member in charge for having placed a good budget before us, and it is satis- 
factory to find that the financial condition of the Gov ent of Bengal is 
sound*and prosperous, In passing, I may here remark that the misapprehen- 
sion under which some Hon’ble Members laboured last year as to the effect of 
' the new financial settlement with the Government of India on the finances of 
Bengal must be by this time removed for good. I desire to offer a few remarks 
on the details of the budget. 


«While tommenting on the favourable financial position of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal during the year, the Hon'ble Member in gharge of the budget 
admits that this is largely due to an unvsual expansion of the stamp duty 
chiefly under the head of *Court-Fee-stamps. This, I am afraid, is not alto- 
gether a matter for congratulation, for an expansion of revenue chiefly under. 
the head of Court-Fee-stamps undoubtedly means an increase in litigation. 
But at the same time [ am bound to say that, with increased receipts from 
Stamps, the Government is not unmindful of the demands of Law and Justice for 
increased expenditure with a view to greater efficiency. This is evidenced—(a) 
by the provision made in the budget for an Additional Judge of the High 
Court, who I hope will be made permanent; (b) by a larger expenditure 
under: fees to Pleaders; (c) by larger grants under salaries and establishment 
to Munsifs, diet and travelling expenses to witnesses and allowances to Jurors 
and Assessors; (d) by the proposed extension of the High Court buildings ; (o) 
by the provision for the erection of Munsifs’ Courts and Munsifs’ private 
residences in different places and by other items; and I hope that such 
expenditure will be an ever-increasing factor in all future budgets. 


«Tt is satisfactory to find that in the Budget. Estimate for 1905-06, a sum 
of Rs. 2,85,000 has been set apart for an increase in the number of Deputy 
Magistrates and Deputy Collectors and the re-organisation of the Subordinate 
Executive Service. I do not know what the scheme is for the re-organisation 
of the Subordinate Executive Service, but no scheme will be satisfactory that 
does not include an increase in the initial pay of the 4th grade Sub-Deputy 
Collectors, As at present these officers commence with an initial рау of Rs. 100 
per mensem, and this sum is altogether inadequate to support them, consist- 
ently with the style and dignity, they have got to maintains It must be 
rementbered that these officers are drawn from the same class of men as 
Deputy Collectors, that in the majority of cases they possess the same educa- 
tional qualifications, and that they are employed to discharge the same «judicial 
and revenue work. . It is therefore reasonable that they should begin wit about 
the same’ pay as Deputy Magistrates, and I think it will be conceded that 
Rs. 150 a month will not be a too large sum for them to begin with. I trust ° 
my remarks will be kept in sight when the scheme for the re-organisation of the 
Sub-Executive Service is finally formulated. " 


“I 860 that "a sum of R$. 20,000 is provided in the budget for the 2 
re-organisation of the jiegistration Department. , I do not know whether the 
re-organisation contemplated includes the — of Rural Sub-Registrars « 
on the permanent list and their being graded and paid salaries instead of 
commission. The Government of Bengal had some such scheme under their 


`` contemplation, and I should like to know whether by the proposed re-organi- 






gation of the department effect is to be given to this scheme, although the 
` sum allotted for а in my opinion, would scarcely appear 
adequate enough for the purposes of such a scheme. If the re-organisation 
` meant does not contemplate this, then I should respectfully like to submit 
‘that, the sooner attention is drawn to this matter, the better. / 


Y 


' 








“Jt is a matter of regret that the Government of Bengal has not found it 

ible to utilise the grant that was sanctioned last year for improvement 
in the pay and prospects of the hard-worked Passes Officers. In reply 
to an interpellation in the Bengal Council some time ago we were given to 
understand that the scheme had not received the sanction of the Government. 
of India, and the same reason is also put forward in*the budget itself. But 
І trast that, before the time comes round for the presentation of the next 
budget, the Government of Bengal would be ready with the scheme in order 
to be able to make provision for it next year. 


“J find that the estimates provide Rs. 70,000 for expenses during the 
prevalence of Plague, including a special grant of Rs. 50,000 to the Divisional 
Commiseioners for special plague meastres. While I am bound to say that 
in the past the Government has not been uumindful of the troubles and 
sufferings of the large plague-striken population, especially in the districts of 
Bihar where the ravages of plague are most keenly felt, it strikes me that the 
ват provided this year must be somewhat inadequate to the requirements of 
the case, and I would respectfully press that the Government 6 ould give a 
larger grant for this, purpose, even at this stage, if it is practicable to do so. 
This is a matter in which the Government ought to be generous. 4 


“I also find that a sum of Rs. 48,000 is provided in the budget for raising 
the Dacca Survey School to the status of the Bihar School ot Engineering. 
It may be necessary to raise the status of the Dacca Survey School, but at the 
same time the question of raising the status of the Bihar School of Engineer- 
ing itself ought not to be altogether lost sight of. No doubt in reply to an 
address of the Bihar Landholders’ Association, Your Honour was pleased to 
say that the consideration of that question ought to be pore orn y pending 
the consideration of the proposed transfer of the Sibpore Engineering College 
to Ranchi, I do not know whether such a transfer has been finally decided 
upon ; but I venture to think that, even with the Sibpore Engineering College 
tranferred to Ranchi, there would be found room enough for an Engineering 
College in the capital of Bihar itself. Nor would the cost of raising the 
Bihar School of Engineering to the status of a college, at, least a college 
teaching up to the Lower Civil Engineering Examination only, be, I think 
—— ; it*has already many of the requisites of a college, and it will not 

, think, require a large expenditure to give it the required degree of 
expansion. I most respectfully beg to press this question on Your Honour’s 
attention. 


“There is another College that is very badly wanted in Bihar. I am 
indeed very glad.to see a provision of Rs, 33,000 for improvements in the 
Temple Medical School, Bankipore, It is good so far as it goes, but not 
until the Temple Medical School is raised to the status of a college will the 
—— Bihar in the matter of medical education be adequately met. 
Will it be believed that with the Medical College in Calcutta in full. swing 
for the last 70 years or more, there is not a * Bihari Assistant Surgeon 
in the» service of Government; will it be believed that there is not even a 
single Bihari graduate of medicine except perhaps one, But this lamentable 
state of affairs, I respectfully to submit, is not due to the inaptitude or 
incapacity of the Biharis for medical education, for the Temple Medical 
School in Bamkipore is full to overflowing with Bihari students, and there is 
absolutely no reason to doubt that students will not be forthcoming in large 
numbers for a Medical College if the advamtages thereof are brought to 
their doors. And taking into consideration the fact that Government main- 
tains but one solitary college in Bihar, and that the expenditure thereupon 18 
^ out of all proportion and considera Шү below what would be the proper share 

of Bihar if the total expenditure on higher education on the basis o popula- 
tion or on the basis of Bihar's proportionate eontribution to revenue were 
taken into account, and also taking into consideration the fact that practically 
speaking the Biharis have derived no advantage from the Calcutta Medical 

ollege, taking these two facts together into consideration, I think it will be 
conceded that the Bihari have a fair claim to have a Medical College of 
their own, and I beg to press this question on the attention of the Government 
of Bengal to be dealt with — an opportunity for it should arise. 
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= “I cannot but tender my cordial thanks to the Government of India for the 
me grants for Police Reform, Primary Education and for the District Boards. 
Police Reform means, I take it,.the reform of a vital department of the 
administration, and as such itis of the greatest consequence that the reform 
should be thorough, but at any rate the Government of Bengal ought to give 
a fair trial to the reform suggested before we shall be justified in asking for 


- more. As regards the grants for Primary Education, I agree with the Hon'ble.. 


Member in charge of the budget in the way he proposes to spend it; and as 
regards the grant to the District Boards, I think it is necessary that the Com- 
missioners of Divisions, who will be at present vested with the allocation of 
this grant to the different District Boards in his division, will keep in sight in 
making the allocation, not only thefrarying necessities of the different District 
Boards, but also, so far as practicable, the share that would in the ordinar 


course of business fall to the lot of each if*the distribution were made direct by 
the Government. 


¥ 

“In conclusion, І am bound to congratulate the Hon'ble Member for having 
been able to provide for a number of useful and worthy objects under the 
different heads of expenditure: Land Revenue, Excise, Registration, General 
Administration, Law and Justice, Police, Educgtion, Medical, Scientific and 
other minor departments, Miscellaneous, Irrigation and Civil Works, and to 
repeat that on the whole the budget is an eminently satisfactory one.” 


yt 


The Hon'ble Basu Внорехрвл Матн Basu, said: —“ Sir—I offer my best 
congratulations to the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres for the budget which he has laid before 
the Council and the admirable and lucid statement with which he introduced it. 
So far as it goes the budget is eminently satisfactory and the Hon'ble Member 
is entitled to just credit for it. The last financial settlement, whatever effect 
it may have had upon the stability of the financial relations between the Local 
and Imperial Governments, does not seem to have been an unmixed good. 
The additional tribute which we have to pay for the larger share of the 
Provincial revenues which the Imperial Government has appropriated, amounts 
for the next financial year to Rs. 74,72,900. ainst this we have to set off 
Rs. 49,03,000, the Imperial grant; so our net loss is Rs. 25,69,000. This 
is a dear price to pay for the boon of an indefinite settlement not renewable 
every five years, and the price, with the expansiop of our local revenues, will 
go on incrensing every year. 


* 


“We are deeply grateful for the Imperial grant of 12} lakhs to the District 
Boards, It is an act of tardy reparation, The injustice done to the fund by its 
diversion to objects other than those for which it was originally» intended has 
been denied. The plea has been put forward that subsequent legislation has 
removed the limitations which surrounded the fund under its original scheme. 
We need not stop to inquire into the validity of this plea. The Government 
may, as it well knows, validate any aet it chooses: its legality may not be 
questioned, but its justice and propriety very well may. People submitted to 
the levying of the road cess which they contended was a violation of the solemn 

ledge given by Government at the time of the permanent settlement on the 
ү енне assurance that the fund would be utilised for certain well understood 
local purposes. Can it be 1оф а moment said that this assurance has been 
. adhered to ? Legislation may legalise but cannot justify a wrong. We are 
sure the whole question will be carefully considered when the Local Self- 


Government Bill is introduced and we trust that*justice will yet prevail But ` 


however that may be, we welcome the relief that has been given to these hard- 
pressed bodies, the District Boards of Bengal; may we interpret it is a 
that Government feels the injustice of its action and is willing to make amends? 
I admit it is a bold interpretation, but Governments, and even the Government 
of India, are not above possessing a conscience. , 
$ * . 
. » 
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“ Sir, I am told that the help offered by Government for the ве of 
digging wells and tanks for drinking. water ; been fully availed of. ; I y 
digging wells and tanka Government offgred Aliy thousand rupees, provided 
the District Boards and private individuals : paid a similar sum, Iam glad 
and I congratulate ourselves and the Government that the sum expected from 
private contributions was actually subscribed; but it is not fair to the people 
who are paying the road cess and contributing though the District Boards, . 
that they should make further private contributions, The contributions come 
of course, but we all know how. 


“Coming to the question of qeu on behalf of the Constituency which 
I have the honour to represent in this Council, and that Constituency embraces 
the whole of educated Bengal and includes the officers, European and 
Indian, engaged in the work of edication, I beg to express to Your Honour's 
Government our sincere gratitude for the largely increased expenditure sanc- 
tioned under this head, From Rs. 34,42,000 ase for in 1903-1904, we 
have for the ensuing year an estimated expenditure of Rs. 54,07,656 ; we have 
also to thank Your Honour's Government for the great improvements projected 
with regard to the Dacca College, for which a sum of Rs. 2,27,500 has been 
sanctioned and for Rs, 31,000 sanctioned for improvements to the Bethune 


College. 


. “Sir, I tread on delicate ground when I refer to the expenditure of 
Rs. 100,000 on the Ranchi Model College, I am aware of the difference of 
opinion which attaches to this scheme. Fears have been entertained in some 
quarters that the growth of the Ranchi Institution may choke the life of 
the Presidency College which has been endeared to us by its long and 
varied associations, It carries us back to the days of the old Hindu 
College, to times when the western scholar had to establish his claims 
against the ancient forms of the east; it has given us Educationists whose 
names are remombered with affection and pleasure; it has given us 
men whom we have learnt to look upon with pride. It serves as an 
exemplar to eductional institutions all over the provinte and it is the centre 
‘of our hopes and aspirations. Any action which threatens to undermine its 
foundations are viewed with dismay. We have Your Honour’s assurance that 
it is not intended to lef'tlie Presidency College die. Your Honour will pardon 
those of my countrymen who fear that Your Honour’s successors may disregard 
your assurance and that a day may come when the Presidency College may 


cease to be. * 


“They point out, not without reason, that solemn pledges contained in 
Parliamentary Statutes and Royal Proclamations have not always been fulfilled: 
that assurances made to the ear have been broken to the hope, and that a 
succeeding Government may feel no compunction in — the decision of 
its predecessor. I for my part do not share these fears. hatever may be 
the fortunes of the Ranebi College, whatever the intentions of an future 
Rulers of Bengal, it is not possible to conceive that the seat of the, foremost 
University in British India, the seat of the Supreme and Provincial Govern- 
menta, the seat of the highest Courts and the principal public offices, the centre 
of all educational activity should be without an exemplary educational - 
institution in the country. * i 


_ * To the people in the mufassil, Calcutta with its Congested population, 
its outbreaks of epidemic diseases, its dangerous attractions and its general 
expensiveness, it is no easy matter to send boys to be educated in the 
Presidency College. To parents in Calcutta when a boy is sickening in the 
close and pestilential atmosphere of the town, it is difficult to find where to 
send him to without a break in his studies, The Ranchi College will not 
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pplant the Presidency College, just as Darjeeling, nay, even Simla has not 
supplanted Calcutta, but it will soppy а long-felt want. * its hostols grou 
together will live the Hindu and the Mussulman, the patrician and the plebian 


and in the warm days of youth they will contract friendships which will bind 
them as’ citizens and will be no mean factors in the evolution of India. 
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A Sir, whatever may be said of the Ranchi College Scheme, I think 
publie opinion will unanimously support me in my prayer to strengthen 
the Presidency College and widen its sphere of usefulness. it has to maintain 
1s position against powerful Missionary Colleges and active private institu- 
tions. No expense will be grudgéd by the country in giving the Presi- 
dency College the most efficient staff. As an old Student of the College, 
I remember with pleasure and pride the days when we sat at the feet 
of men like Sutcliffe and Woodrow, Croft and Tawrfey, Elliot and 
Peller. . . . . . Their sympathy with the students is still remembered, 
with affection, their influence still pertheates our life. Nor is this all. If the 
— College is to fulülits destiny, it must be converted into a 
residential College with large and healthy hostels and extensive recreation ж 
po where the teacher and the taught înay meet untrammelled by the 
ormalities of the class room. Your Honour's Sjmpathy"with the cause of 
higher education is well known. Surely, Caleutta and all Bengal may expect 
what Your Honour has given to Dacca, and a resuscitated Presidency College 
with its unrivalled ‘laboratories and library, surrounded by neat and nice- 
looking quarters for the students and the professors, overlooking a “broad 
playground, skirting it may be the river or the canal, will be an institution 
e will worthily commemorate Your Honour’s rule. 


“Sir, while still on the subject of the Presidency College, I shall take leave 
to call Your Honour's attention to a matter to which my distinguished predeces- 
sor in the representation of the University with all the weight that attaches to 
his unique experience of University affairs had made pointed reference on 
the occasion of the last Budget debate, I mean the reduction in the number and 
value of the junior and senior scholarships awarded as the result of the Entrance 
and F. A. examinations. These scholarships are mostly won by poor students 
and are in many instances the only means on which theysrely for their educa- 
tion.. It isthey who have given us our most distinguished scholars and it is on . 
thenrthat the burden of reduction falls very heavily. The schooling fee of the 
Presidency College is now higher than the 8rd grade junior scholarships, and 
these scholars if they wish to join the Presidency College have to take to 
private tuition to the detriment of their own studies. Your Honour's Government 
was pleased to hold out a hope on the occasion of the last Budget debate to. 
re-consider the subject. I find additional provision to the extent of Rs. 15,000 
has been made in the asse for scholarships, and I trust that the grievances of 
the junior and senior scholars will now be redressed. 


a . 

“Sir, though the Presidency College has naturally the first claim on Your 
Honour’s attention, I шау, I hope, also plead for the private Colleges in 
Calcutta. Hardly any of them in its literal sonse is proprietary, most of them 
are vested ip Committees; they have to fight their. way with the limited means 
at their dispheal ; they have to satisfy the needs of their students who are no 
mean judges of the quality of the instruction they receive. They have to face 
private and Government competition and stand the strain of the exodus amongst 
the students due to plague or other epidemics in Calcutta. They carry on their 
work withodt Government aid and hardly with any private help; and they dis- 
charge a very useful function: hundreds and thousands of poor students would 
be denied the benefit of English education but for these private Colleges. The 
new regulations compelling them to provide for hostels will seriously handicap 

. their resources, and it would be conferring а real boon on the country if the 
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Government came to their help. under their present difficult si tion. We 


acknowledge with pleasure the provision of Rs. 67,000 for rent of boarding 
houses for students in Calcutta ; may we hope that a free gift of this sum will be 
made to private institutions according to their Crac ien for the accommo- 
dation of their students, or if that is not possible only a nominal return asked 
for. i 


& We have also to thank the Imperial Government for its grant of five lakhs 
to the University and Your Honour's Government for its grant of two lakhs, 
We hope the extension of the University Buildings that is contemplated will 
be made with the object of housing a central laboratory and library .for the 
use of University students, so that in time with further funds the University 
of Calcutta may discharge the function @f a teaching University. 


> 


« Our best thanks are also due to, the Imperial Government for the grant 
of Rs. 10,00,000 in aid-of primary education ; it will lighten the burden 
of the District Board and help the cause of education in the country. We 
cordially and gratefully acknowledge the efforts of Government in the cause 
of education. .We find that in the closing year there were 1,730,614 male 
scholars and 162,260 femalé scholars in school, giving а proportion of 30:08 
and 2:82 respectively against the same population of school-going age. 


`k There was a slight rise in the number of schools, giving a total of 66,000 
schools against 215,467 villages, or roughly speaking four schools for every 
three villages, and these include Government-aided, Board, and private institu- 
tions. І shall not dwell on the common places of the benefits of education. The 
Indian handloom industry in which Bengal occupies a high place is being 

dually crushed out, because the weavers will not adopt the improvements 
‘which other countries have adopted, and which muy be brought within their 
means. The Indian husbandman knows of no other implements than those 
which have been handed down to him from times immemorial. 


“The only means to help them is to give a wider horizon to their vision 
and that can only be #done through the means of education. We spend the 
least of all civilized countries on education and while in Europe and in North 
and South America primary education is compulsory and free, we extra from 
the ignorant and ill-fed peasantry of Bengal nearly 20 lakhs of rupees in fees. 
If primary education, cannot be made compulsory, if it cannot be made alto- 
gether free, cannot the Government cheapen it, so that it may be more largely 
availed of than now by the people for whom it is intended. 


СА 


* But whether we can render primary education free or not, even in the 
case of cultivators and working men, we can certainly render it more attrac- 
tive. І до not kuow whether the Government is aware of the nature of the 
text-books in use. in these schools. They are intended to be science primers 
issued by English-publishing firms and written in a language, which it will be 
hard to define and discriminate, One of them, the most largely used is а 
conglomerate of English and Bengali and it deals with all conceivable scientific 
subjects: Chemistry and Physics, Botany and Zoology, Hygiene and Hydro 
statics all find a place there. Neither the ill-paid and ill-equipped guru nor 
the bewildered student can dive into its mysteries, and this beautiful jumble 
of scientific jargon is doing service for the scientific education, of Benge 
children. The thing would be ludicrous if it was not so pitiable. Generations 
of boys are growing up in utter ignorance of what they are taught and 
valuable time is being wasted. "There have’ been protests and complaints, but 
who cares, Not the mighty Education Department, which is passing boys 
through the same mould во that they may emerge with the same shape. 
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“This Brings.me to the consideration of another cognate matter. We do not .' 


know what our gars ! think of our language. They believe, І am afraid, that 
it isa language without shape or form and that it may be chiselled into any 
shape. A learned Committee of four Englishmen and one indian recently sat 
and came to the conclusiom that primary instruction to the agricultural youth 


' of Bengal should be imparted in their own dialect. We ‘are told that a book 


has to be written out in English and then translated into the different dialects 
of Bengal, so that knowledge may be acquired without the process of learning 
a language. It is difficult to discuss the matter seriously: it is difficult to 
conceive that a translation from another language is to be the medium of 
instruction for little children: that foreign modes of thought and expression 
will have to be rendered into the dialegtical language of Bengal, so that they 
may be understood by the illiterate %lassgs. We may ask these learned 
me whether they would translate the word stomach, for instance as ‘pat’ 

r East Bengal as * pet’ for Central Beggal, as ‘pent’ for West Bengal and 
Ido not know into what other word for all the different areas over which 
the'Bengali race has the misfortune to be scattered. Ido not know whether 
it is known to these gentlemen that the Bengali poetic renderings of the 
Ramayana and MaAabhara'a, the immortal works of Kirtibasha and Kashidasa 
are read or sung all over Bengal and notwithstanding the large admixture of 
Sanskrit words gencrally understood. I do not know whether they have 
witnessed tue spectacle of a Jatra party from Calcutta visiting the interior 
of the country and largely attended by the literate and illiterate classes, and 
equally appreciated by them. This is not the piace nor the occasion to argue 
the question. In any country but in India nobody would have believed that 
such a recommendation could have been made and in no country would such 
a recommendation be given effect to. But it is no exaggeration to say that 
we do not know how we may fare here. If we oppose we impute, if we keep 
quiet we acquiesce. We have no intention to impute, but the dountry has 
unanimously protested against the recommendation and we trust Your Honour 
will deliver us from this impending calamity. The Bengali language is not so 
difficult that simple text-books in indigenous Bengali cannot be written in an 
intelligible form for the agriculturel population. It is enough that we import 
ali our necessaries of life from foreign countries, it is enough that we clothe 
our agriculturists with the produce of Lancaster, let him have his language 
coined for him in his own country. 


* Sir, I have on previous occasions dwelt on the grievances of the Subordinate 
and Provincial Educational Services. Your Honors Government has been 
pleased to state that the matter is under'the consideration, of the Government 
of India. We hope, Sir, that we shall soon have a scheme which will remove 
one of the gravestsblots in the educational system of this Province, an ill-paid 
staff to discharge what every civilized Government considers the most 
im portarît function of administration. 


, * 

“ Sir, there is another class of officers who deserve some consideration at 
Your Honqurs hands. I refer to the Sub-Deputy Collectors. They come 
from the. same strata of society as the Deputy Collectors and have generally 
the same educational qualifications, Their initial pay of Rs. 100 specially 
when it is considered that they get no гешу allowance up to a aistance 
of 15 miles is hardly adequate and is not desirable in the interests of. the 
service itself or of the State. We are glad to find that the Financial Statement 
shows that-Rs. 2,85,000 has been set apart for the re-organization of the Subor- 
dinate Executive Service and we are sure that the claims of this deserving class 
of officers will be duly considered. 


` А 0 Ly 1 
* Sir, I have already détained Your Honour’s Council too long and I dare not 
go into many other questions which vitally concern us; Your Honour is aware 


that there have been numerous complaints about the way in which gun licenses 


| 
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have been issued or rather withheld. We fail to renlise-why in areas compara. 
tively free from acts of violence, licenses iege! isswed are being cancelled. 
It can have but ome meaning, that our Rulers, with every year that is passing, 
are growing more distrustful of the people, but that is a meaning which it is 
hard to attach to the action of the authorities, There must be some overzealous 
policeman somewhere, and we naturally appeal to Your Honour for relief. 





<“ Tt is not possible at this stage to dwell on the effect of the recent Resolu- 
tion of Your Honour’s Government abolishing competitive tests for admission to 
the Provincial Civil Service. The merits of competition versus nomination 
have been discussed threadbare. Your Hononr’s distinguished predecessors 
have held different views, but views may certainly change. 


, 


. “Sir, flattery and sycophancy have been justly condemned by very high 
authority. It seems that a variance between profession and practice is not 
the monopoly of the East. While we are told that sycophaney is an unpar- 
donable sin alliedt to üntruth, we are made ‘over hand and foot to the tender 
mercies of the lord of the district. We have no means to ascertain how the 
youth of poor and middle class parents will approach the Collector, how their 
merits or demerits will be known to the earthly arbiter of their destiny. We 
„ are essentially a poor people, non-commercial and non-industrial. Service in 
the Government of their country has been to our young men one of the 
principal inducements to study. Altruistic and lofty ideals of knowledge for 
the sake’ of knowledge have not ré: d been the guiding principles of our 
young cellege students, as we are told is the case with the youths of more 
favoured: nations, They must put aside their self respect and they must 
diseard the exploded divinities of their ancient faith and burn incense at the 
altar of the gods who belong to a more virile race. When I think of what this 
will lead to, I despair of my countrymen. But while, Sir, I regret the intro- 
duction of tkis new system, I have to thank Your Honour for the recognition of 
the claims of the University. ¿Your Honour has:conferred upon the University 
the privilege of recommending three students for these appointments and this 
will to some extent keep the door open for poor but deserving boys to get into 
the service: it will palliate but not remove the evil. 


« Sir, there is one matter to which I crave leave to refer before I conclude: 
Last year I appealed to Your Honour for relief on behalf of the malaria-stricken 
e of. Bengal. On that occasion the Hon'ble Mr; Shirres in the course of 
the budget debate was pleased to eay that a special officer had been deputed 
to make inquiries, hut bis report had not then been received. 1 trust that that 
report has since been received. In this connection I shalkcall Your Honour's 
attention to the following figures:—In 1903 while death from plague amounted 
to 65,680, fever accounted for 1,654,941 deaths: that is, roughly speaking, 
deaths from fever were nearly 25 times as great as deaths from plague. We ae 
afraid that while this is the case, fever does not receive the e attention. that 
plague does. The one arrests attention both of the people nd the Govern- 
ment by its suddenness, tho other is allowed to kill the Bengal peasant by 
slow degrees, and where it does not kill, it leaves behind a weakened popula- 
tion, who dgag on a miserable existence. And the remedy is plain enough. 
In the mufassal towns, with their defective drainage and insani conditions, 
fever contributed 14:26 per cent. to the death-rol — rural areas 
"were responsible for 22°65 per cent. And in the tract of the country surround- 
ing Calcutta, viz, in the 24-Parganas, while the death-rate from. fever was 
19-98 per cent. in Calcutta itself it was 5°74 per cent. The figures are signi- 
ficant and shew which way thé remedy lies. No doubt the ignorance of the 
eople as regards sanitary matters is to some extent responsible for this terrible 
voc, but s&nitary science will not help them to get the money for large 
drainage operations and good drinking water. The advance of science since 
the last Malaria Commission was held has been very great and we appeal to 
* 
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Your Honour to appo t another Commission or Committee of Inquiry into the 
causes of death from malaria in Bengal and their remedies,.. We can assures 
Your Honour no expense will be grudged by the people on this head. 

* 


** While on thesubject of malaria, may I draw Your Honour's attention to the 
condition of the Arambagh Sub-division of the District of Hooghly. n former 
times it used to be one of the healthiest places in West Bengal and was the breed- 
ing ground of that splendid body of men who formed the ranks of the dacoits. 
It suffers — from inundation which devastates the country for miles and 
miles, thrice and sometimes more in every year, allowing not a blade of grass to 
grow and then follows fever in its train; This is what wa’ said of the Sub- 
division in the last Census Report :— t 


“ This Sub-division is generally looked upon as the unhealthiest part, dnd’ ` 
its crops are often damaged by floods from the Damoodar, whose waters are 
now allowed to spill over its right bank in order to*obviste the risk of the 
embankment of the left side being breached. In spite of the immigration that 
has taken place, the district is still less populous by 70,000 than it was in 1872, 
and even then the district had suffered terribly from the fever epidemic for 
nearly a-decdde, It seems very doubtful whether it will fully recover its losses 
until the drainage problem is solved. The place is but three or four hours’ ' 
journey from Calcutta, and I would respectfully appeal to Your Honour to 
visit the locality during the next rains to realise the misery and the sufferings 
of the poor inhabitants. 1 have ventured to make the appeal, relying upon 
Your Honour’s sympathy for the poor and the suffering; and I am sure my 


appeal'Bhall not be in vain. 


* Sir, coming nearer home, I may be pardoned if I make some reference to 
the Municipality of Calcutta. We read with a profound feeling of disappoint- 
ment the. Resolution of Your Honour's Government on the last Administration 
Report of the Corporation of Calcutta. The Special Committee of that 
Corporation has brought out defects: both of administration and constitution 
which were serious. People expected that the Government would give direc- 
tions to rectify the defects whieh the Committee had so lucidly pointed ont. 
Even the'Hon'ble Mr. К. С. Gupta had to adopt the main charges that the 
Committee had substantiated, ana it was scarcely expected that the Government 
would be influenced in its judgment by the constitution of the Spécial 
Committee and would practically dismiss- the report from the consideration 
with the following remarks :— 


" 4 

» The Special Committeo of the Corporation reviewed thé Ohairman’s report in a very 
thorough ‘manner, and rendered good'service in drawing attention to defects which demand 
careful attention. But they were asa body frankly hostile to the whole system of adminis- 
tration introduced by the present Calcutta Municipal Act. A very cordial appreciation of 
good work was not perhaps therefore to be expected in their review. 4 . 


` “Ido not think the Government could have overlooked the fact that one of 
the members of the Committee belonged to an important body which ye 
violently opposed to the old order of things and, wus parüy responsible or 
the new, anit’ that the report was unanimous. However, I do not wish to 
detain the y oi bout controversial matters in regard to the Corporation 
of Calcutta. 18 as a resident of Calcutta call Your Honour’s attention 
to the following óbservation in the Government Resolution :— 

^ 


The ly of unfiltered water is causing anxiety. "he large increase in tho number of 
conn ү >й has materially rodueod the pressure in certain localities, К 


“As my hon'ble friend the Chairman of the Corporation will admit, -it 
has failed in many instances and has proved very vexatious. It is a serious 
ў ۰ 


^ 
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menace to the health of the town when the supply of unfiltered water to the 
rivies fails, as it frequently does im the hot season, and I ‘would — to. my 
on'ble friend and ask Your Honour to support me in the appeal, not to insist 
on converting service into connected privies until the unfiltered water-supply 
has been placed on amore satisfactory basis. " 


«Sir, I showed from figures which K.plaeed before the Council on the 
occasion of the last budget debate, that,the Corporation no longer represented 
the people of Calcutta, and the a such as it is of the northern por- 
tion of Caleutta was extremely, weak. . The old members are gone and the new 


have not the advantage of the experience of the past behind thém. In many 


cases representatives have come ing. because people did not care as to who” 


should represent them, and the result has been that that the northern portion of : 


Caleutta has not received the same amount of attention that it deserves, 


Though along with.my colleagues I felt it my duty to secede from the : 


new- Corporation "undem circumstances I need not now advert to, yet I 
am ready and willing to acknowledge the services of the new Commissioners 
specially of the gentlemen representing the Chambers of Commerce, who ha 

taken great pains to beautify arid adorn the town. That the north has not 
received the sgme'esre as the south, is опе not so much to the apathy of the 
Commissioners as to their ignorance of the conditions, of the northern 


town. # 
СЫ 


* So long аз my hon’ble friend continues to be the Chairman of the Corpora- | 


tion, we are fully assured that the Indian portion of the town willgnot be 
neglected : he knows the people and the people know bim: he knows their wants 
and grievances, and is always ready te come to their rescue, but those who 
have been in the Corporation can alone realise how difficult it is for the Chair- 
man to direct funds to be spent in any partieular grea unless he is strongly 
backed by the representatives of that area: a stronger representation takes 
away from what ought to have gone to a weaker neighbour. Situated as we 
are the only person we look forward to is the Chairman, and we have found 
him always ready and willing to help us. ‘But, Sir, this state of things is not 
satisfactory. The Hon'ble Mr. Greer has lived down the sinister reputation 
that the Corporation had acquired. of extinguishing its Chairman, but the Cor- 
poration cannot hold him tied down for ever. It is necessary that the people 
should be given some voice, and I submit a preponderating voice, in their own 
' 
“The defects of the present constitution ®? the Corporation are admitted 

even by those who were its warmest supporters at the start and I appealjto Your 
Honour's Government to take a step forward. I am sure Your Honour will be 
the last person to adhere to a policy after it has been found wanting and there 
is no doubt thint the policy which evolved the Municipal Corpóhation as now con- 
stituted, has been found to have been miscónceived. Calcutta requires expan- 
sion, its people want more elbow-room. ‘The people*of the northern part justl 
complain ofthe want Šf a space like the malades in the south, Let us exten 
the limits of Calcutta westward across the river, northward and eastward 
across the canal. 16 is cruel’ to remove bustees without providing accommoda- 
tion for ће poor people to live in the outskirts of the town, Where are no 
‘healthy quarters in the outskirts, no easy and cheap railway "eommunication 
to bring the people in. The Improvement Scheme of Calcutta will fail, if we 
cannot provide for a healthy and easily accessible suburban area. * Indications 
are not wanting to show that Your Honour has in yiew a large scheme for the 
re-organization and reconstitution of the Corpora of Calcutta. Weho 

» they are correct and we pray fora generous consideration of the claims of the 
people in any such scheme that may be framed. 


4 Г * 
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_ Referring to the Improvement Scheme the public are rather surprised that 
its details have hitherto been kept back from them. It is incomprehensible 
why the public are denied an opportunity of Bice om) hed views on any 
measure until it has reached a stage were pube criticism becomes useless, either 
because the scheme has become so far developed that any material alteration is 
impracticable or because the prestige of the Government is likely to suffer if it 
makes concessions to public opinion. It would have been a great advantage to 
the Government and to the publie if the outlines of the ay ee Specially its 
financial provisions, had been well considered here before they were submitted 
to the Secretary of State. Now that the sanction of the Secretary of State 
-has been receiyed, the scheme should E publichbd for public information 
and criticism without keeping them in fürther suspense. [п this connection 
‚шау I appeal to Your Honour to give the people an adequate representation 
ih uny constitution that may be framed for carrying “out the scheme, 80. 
that the difficulties of the people affected ma¥ be properly considered and x 
dealt with and what is more the people may feel that they will be justly dealt 
* with. ^ 


a4 


i e; . 5 
©" «Phere is one other matter to which I wish to refer before I close. There 
is a greaf deal of alarm at the thr tened imposition of further cesses under the 
* Local Self-Government Bil. It stands hardly to reason that with a treasury , 
overflowing with surpluses further fresh taxation should be resorted to. , 


“The public are also alarmed'at the rumours of the introduction of a 
measure’which will place the ignorant Bengal villager under the clutches of the 
Police. Balers and shippers may refuse to buy wet jute, but it is unreasonable 
to expett the Corporation or Government to send people to jail becayse they fail 
to supply to balers and shippers jute of the quality contmcted for. It would 
be as reasonable to expect balers and shippers to be sent to jail if they fail to 
pay the price of the jute they contract to buy. — ow 
* > 


« Sir, I have detained, I am afraid, Your Honour's Council at great length, 
I thank Your Honour for the patience with which you have listened to our tale 
of grievances.. Busy men as we are no one realises more than we do the 
tiresome repetition which we feel it our duty to inflict on this Council ; but 
this is our only opportunity to make ourselves heard; we are told that our 
platform resolutions passed at meetings, some of which we attend at consider- 
able sacrifice, are the mere expressions of agen of meddlesome busy dies 
and we are not above feeling a suspicion that our speeches in Council eount 
for little more. If the Government had realised how much a resolution which 
it péns in fhe seclusion of its bureau, how much a Bill which it drafts in its 
Secretariat recess, moves, the palpitating mass ‘of humanity placed under its 
care, weak and weighted down; it may be, bat swayed by the same emotions 
as their more fortunate brethren and trying to lift the burden of centuries of 
ignorance and misgovernment; if they һа realised how a scheme dividing the 
language or tho péople, looking so simple on paper; how a dr. gie which 
* undoes the gracious promise of the late Queen and excludes the people for 
nothing else than tho! crime of colourfrom appointments in their own country, 
even in the Department of Police, for we fre willing toraccept any challenge 
7 o the ground of fitness, sends a throbbing motion of pain through their fibres 
penetrating down to tho very centre; if they had realised how this same.mass * 
`+ of humanity; not often “trusted and oftgn misinterpreted and misunderstood, 
turn in theirgligpelessness and helplessngss to the generous promises of noble. 
‚ Englishmen, who in the past have come to their rescue, our Government would’ 
pause and would give a more patient and sympathetic hearing to our represent- 
ations. 4 ave every reason to trust that though effect may not be given to 
we believe is conducive to the interests of the people, our humble 
c iohswill receive sympathetic attention at Your Honour's hands.” 
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The Hon'ble Banu Karı Papa Оновн sãid :—“ I beg to offer my hearty 
congratulations to the Hon'ble the Financial Secretary on the presentation of 
, & budget which very well may be called a siae gp eve It is 
gratifying to find that there has beep an increase of over i2 la hs sto the 
receipts for the current year, as originally estimated. The consideration 
of the details in connection with this increase sliows that on one single item, 
viz, Stamps, there has been an increase of, 3 lakhs. In explanation of this 
increase we are told that it is due to an unusual expansion of Stamp Revenue, 
chiefly 25 the head of * Court-fee, Stamps? This evidently means that 
there has been an unusual increase in litigation, and I would ask the 
Hon’ble, the Financial ecretary to faevoür us with an —— 88 to 
the cause which has occasioned this ittrease, Although I myself am a lawyer, 
I cannot say that [ can felicitate thg country on this enormous expansion of 
litigation, . ^ i. ; ‘ i 
“Turning to the expendituré side, we find that in the current year there 
have been savings dmounting to Rs. 22,55,000, This is certainly not а nfatter 
for congratulation. These savings have evidently beeri achieved by deferring” 
the execufion of, several reforms, such aggsghemes for the: improvement of 
salaries of the; ministerial officers, for an increase in tho number ; of Deputy 
Collectors and the re-organisation of the "Étbordinat& Executive Semice and i 
for Educational reforms. While placing the Financial Statement for the current _ 
year in March last, the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary congratülated himself 
‘on the introduction of a budget, under which these much-needed reforfns would 
be carried out; but it is to be regretted that very little progress was made 
during the year towards executing any of them. In explanation we are told 
that necessary sanction could not be obtained before the close of the yéar; but, 
considering the fact that these schemes have been in contemplation for some 
years past, this explanation is rather disappointing, and we do not know when 
we shall see the actual completion of these measures. r 


“It is indeed satisfactory to notice that in the budget placed before us 
the permanent expenditure, allowed to the;Local Góvernment in the Financial 
Settlement, has been increased by Rs. 53,98,000, and that this increased 
amount, has been distributed on several schemes involving urgent reforms. 
But, as regards the improvement of the position of ministerial officers, I must 
confess to a sense of disappointment, Ip the budget estimate for 1904.05 
provision of 4 lakhs was made on this head ; but in the budget, under considera- 
tion thejamount provided is only Rs. 2,75,000, viz., Rs. 1,11,000 shown under 
‘Land Revenue’ and Rs. 1,604,000 under ‘Law and Justice) Will the 
Hon’ble-the Financial Secretary be good enough to explain the cause of this 
reduction in the course of his speech ? è 


* The said sum of Rs. 53,98,000 includes the magnifigent Imperial grant of 
Rs. 34,50,000—a grant for, which we are deeply grateful to the Government 
of India. This grant has been made for || purposes, viz for Police 
and Educational reforms and grants to District Boards. These are certainly 
objects on which money cannot be too largely pent; and we hope the reforms, 
for which these assignments have been made, will be fully oarried out before ‚ 
the close of the next financial year, ET oa — 


“Coming to the subject of * Edgcation’, we find that in the hudget placed 
before us the grant on this head has been raised from Rs, 35,19,000, eH 
in the current year's budgot estimate to Rs. 47,52,000. We are deeply grateful 
for oy increased appreciation of oar eduéational wants; but, having regard to 
the growing needs of our people and bur, vast population, the ym must be 
regarded as not sufficiently adequate. “ey 


“I would next turn to the subject of Police reform—aubject which was 
agitating the minds of our countrymen for a consider bly long timê and: which 
bas at last been set at est by the Resolution of al. Goyefhment of India 
recently published. In paragraphy8 of his Explanatory Nofeg the Hou'ble 
the Financial Secretary has expressed his, high appreciation of the character 
of the reforms, inaugurated by the said Resolution, but regret I cannot aed 


share the Financial Secretarv’s 4viaws on this enhiact "Pha nravisions made 
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for raising the pay of the Constables and Sub-Inspectors are certainly welcome, 
as they are an improvement, although not € on the existing state of 
erm АА but those rega ing the appointment’ of hightr officers of the department 
have been received by us with a вейзе of profound disappointment, The 
distinction made between the appointment of Kuropean Assistant Superintend- 


ents and. of- Indian Deputy Superintendents, based as it is on racial consi- 
derations, is most lamentable, 


“Then, again, we find that thé pfomotion to the grade of Distriet Superin- 
tendent will, in the case of European Assistant Superintendents, follow in the 
usual course but in the case of Indian ty Snperintendents it has been con- 
sidered inexpedient to reserve any fixed number of District Superintendentships, 
and they will be only eligible for promotioh when their fitness is fully established. 

"The practical result of these provisions will, we are afraid, be to shut the door 
to xp d appointments in the department against the peoplé of the —— 





Our disappointment is all the more keen that such a státo of things shou 
evolve out of the labours of a Commission which was presided over by a just 
and sympathetic ruler of the country like Your Honour, Sd 


юн Тһе 'object for which the крат! of 124 lakhs has been made to the District 
Boards Ñas sufficiently been explained in the Financial Secretary’s Note; but I 
desire to point out that what is wanted on the interior of thé country is not so 
much F and communications as an 28* supply of pure dfinking-water. 
I trust that а large portion of this grant will be devoted to this purpose, and 
may I be репе to express the*hope that Your Honour’s Government will 
be pleased to issue instructions upon these lines to the district authorities ? 
The reBearches of eminent éxperts have left no doubt that among the potent 
causes of cholera and malarial fever is bad and impure water; anda ا‎ 
which removes this want will be entitled to tho unspeakable blessings of the 
country. 


3 


“I will next invite Your Honour's attention to a matter which specially 
affects the division of Chota Харт which I have the honour to represent in 
this Cogneil. It is a question connected with Irrigation in that part of the 
country, The failure of rice crops in Chota Nagpur has been somewhat, too 
frequent in recent years; and in the year1897-98 it resulted in a severe famine. 
This failure can hardly be attributed'to want of rainfall, as we have scarcel 
less than fifty inches in a year, but it is generally due to the failure ‘of what is 
called atija rains of October., In the event of their failure, the only means 
of saving. the crops lies in artifical Irrigation ; but the bunds and ала? which 
afford the only feasiblé means of irrigation in Chota Nagpur have in most 
cases gone out of repair айй their beds are silted ир. The landlords in Chota 
N r are generally spendthrifts, and they have neituer the means nor the 
incl ation to —— reforms ia this connection, and the only improvement 
of the bunds is to be loóked'Kor fröm the tenantry. But the tenants, if left 
solely to their own resources, wi ardly be able to do the needful in this matter. 


1 

+ “The system of advancing loans for improvement of bunds has not proved a 
‘success in Chota Nagpur, as the ‚оцай realization of arrears through peons has 
* proved a source of harassment and given, rise to a feeling of genere repugnance 
to have recourse to Government for loah. Although a considorable portion of 
the division, 31 may say, more than half, is practically under Government 
mafagement,—I mean the portion comprising (government estates, Wards’ 
estates, Encumbered estates—it i8 to b8 regretted that even in these estate very 


+ little has hitherto been done in the way, of fexecuting useful works of irrigation. 


` “The Report of the Indian Irrigation Commission, which held its sittings 
in 1902, strongly emphasizes the necessity of improving the existing bunds and 


ahars and jincreasing their number, as will appear from an extract I quote У 
4 *. 


from the said repért;— “/ , j —* + 
The beds of ahars aro silted up. Tho bunds are worn down and out of re air. In the 
ir of these Pundssand the increase of theif number lies tho advancement of Irrigation in 
Ohta Nagpur, In this undulating tract with its copious, if irregular, rainfall, thore must 
be numberless small streams, fhe waters of which could be dammod and diverted into tauke 


utilised in saving the crops at critical seasons. à 
г * 
Ex ` * N Й » 
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- gmall for the demand of the northern part о; 
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“In regard to the estates under Government management, the 
makes a pointed reference to the fact that, much more should be done than 

resent by Government in its capacities of landlord and manager. We do not 
Dow how far the recommendation of the Irrigation Commission has been given 
effect to; and I think I shell be justiüed in pressing upon the attention of 
Govertiment the adoption öf measures Calculated to give adequate relief in a 
matter of such vital importance, In estates under Government management, 
the Goverriment can certainly do a pet deal “in its capacity as landlord or 
manager; and. in other parts of the divitiohs where people, on account of their 
limited resources, are unable to do the neddfwl, and specially where bunds ure 
necessary across streams whereby water is diverted by a pair to a series of ahars 
and which the people cannot constryct for want of any general power of 
‘combination amongst them, Government will, I trust, render adequate help by 
suitable grants out of the funds at its disposal, Having regard to the grants 
made to the District Boards by the Government of India, I venture to suggest 
that a part of this grant, 80 far as Chota Nagpur is concerned, may usefully be 
ear-marked “for this important purpose. ‚ - 


'&[ have no desire, Sir, to make my tale of grievances too heavy, but I 
cannot conclude without drawing Youf Honbur's attention to another smatter 
which is also of great importance, affecting as it does the constitution of 
District Boardsin Chota Nagpur, In four out of the five districts in this 
division we have got Boards, фиќ all of them are composed on a nomination 
system. Whatever might have been the state of things in the past, Chota 
Naypur has in recent years made satisfactory progress; and l venture to 
submit that time has come when the Boards in Ghoga Nagpur should be con- 
stituted on an elective basis. I fervently pray that Your Honour's Govern- 
ment may see its way to give an impetus to the legitimate aspirations and 
loyal sentiments of the people by introdueing the elective system into tho 
composition of the Boards and thereby earn the deep gratitude of the people 
of Chota Nagpur. Having regard to the fact that Ranchi is soon destined 
under the benevolent auspices of Your Horfour’s Government to be a centre 
of high education, it is proper in the fitness of things that the boon gf Local 
Self-Government should precede the introduction ‘of that higher education 
which will foster and promote such an. institution.” $ х 
The Hon’ble Mr. GREER said :—“ Your Honour, the Нор\йе Member for 
the University has referred to matters connected with the Corpóration, and 
I desire to say a few words ой the subject." І am accustomed tp hearing 
eomplaints- regarding the negleét of the Northern Wards of the City, but 
1 am unable to find out any period in which so muck has been done to improve 
the ylocality as during the past few years. I do not propose to weary 
the Council with details of Municipal Administration ; {е are to be found in 
the annual reporte, I would only ask the x, йд ember to consider at 
what period in the history of the City of Cal 
devoted and attention given to the wants of the inhabitants as regards 
conservancy, the cleansing of streets and bustees, the water-supply, the opening 


out of public squares, and such like municipal conveniences. The answers , 


will be found in the annual reports Mhe area is overcrowded with buildings, 
constructed in defiance of sanitary laws, and peopl the majority of whom 
have an elementary knowledge of the principles which govern the public 
health, and the Corporation have à most heavy, task in coping with the evils 
which they have répeived jas a legacy from the past. They are facing the 
difficulty and will continue to do ‘o but it is only reasonable to ask for а 
proper comparison to be made of the statetof things in the sent and the 
past and for an exercise of patienco for the development o mprovements 
which are being carried | . As regards the unfilte wator-supply; I do 
not consider it a,satisfabtory system. In m opinion it’ should never have 
been introduced. An accidental breakdown of the еп ines at Mullick's Ghát 
ght about a temporary failüre of, the unfilt hvater-Sopyly last year, 
but tho pressure has been fairly maintained since then, except a short intewval 
for the repair gf the thain. * The — pe along thesStrand Road is unduly 

the-City, and, in order to meet 
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has been made in the coming financial year for the 
construction of a 24-inch main at a cost of Rs. 00,000, which will increase 
the pressure by 15 feet. I would here briefly rote that a scheme is under 
consideration to abolish the unfiltered water-supply, substituting filtered water 
throughout the town and giving the we comm an ample supply of pure water. 
Ido not know the Hon'ble Member's source of information regarding the 
completed sewers in the suburbs declared to be unfit for use. I am mformed 
“by the Engineering Department that the total length of sewers to be con- 
structed under the Suburban Drainage Scheme in round figures is about 
43 miles, and that a total length of 99,000 feet were finished before the year 
1900. „Of this finished length already taken over, so far as they have discovered, . 
200 feet have failed owing to unforeseen causes, or about ‘2 of the total length. 


“A reference has been made to Local Self-Government in Caleutta. I` 
would ask your permission to say a few words on a subject whieh { trust will 
engage the attention of the Council at no distant date aud bring about legis- 
lation in the interests of Municipal Government in this City. Your Honour 
has lately issued a Resolution, which should have the effect of the needful 
information, being collected and aie proposals being prepared for the 
consideration of this Council, ^1 Tefer to the Borough system. It is in force 
in London, where various complications exist owing to the presence of con- 
flicting authorities—the Local Government Board, the London County Council, 
the Borough Council and Vestries. In Calcutta there is a clean page, so to - 
speak, in the absence of vested interests. Briefly speaking the system consists 
in the creation of a number of Boroughs working with a certain degree of 
independence in subordination to a central authority —the Corporation. The 
prelimi steps in this direction have been taken in Calcutta since the 
passing of the existing Municipal Act by the division of the City into four, 
districts, each provided with a District office, equipped with Engineers, Health 
Officers and Building Surveyors and the necessary subordinate staff, clerical and 
outdoor. The annual budget of the Corporation now shows ‘the distribution 
of municipal funds under various municipal heads amongst the four districts. 
A process of decentralisation has thus been carried into effect, bat any further 
substantial progress requires legislation, and the creation of Boroughs is tho 
natural and needful step. ‘The time therefore -has come for extending the 
system by giving each of these districts some degree of independence for the 
discharge of ifs municipal duties. Under such a system the Corporation, 
including the representatives from Borough Councils, would retain in their 
hands works which may be classed as Metropolitan, as, for example, main 
drainage and water-supply, and especially th — of the annual City 
Budget with control ovef Borough Budgets. ‘The Corporation and the head- 
quarters staff would thus be relieved from dealing with an enormous mass of 
petty works and details, and could devote more time to infportant major 
operations. ^ 


“On the other hand, the Borough Councils, working within Budget limits, 
ht deal with local affairs, the cleansing of the Borough area, the watering 
and lighting of its streets, and numerous minor works, T'he Borough Council 
might ‘work with its own Chairman (aynon-official) and Committees, and 
many representative mem would find ample scope for their energies in these 
administrations. It, is desirable that the services of these men should be 
utilised in municipal affairs and, there being proper guidance, the publie would 
derive great benefit from them. ^ М " Ў 
.  &Buch, is the first part of thé scheme, but І am strongly of opinion that 
to stop at this point would be to shut our eyes to a portion of the measure 
which presses most urgently for attention, namely, the extension of tho system 
to the Suburban Manicipalities and their anialgamation in the Borough 
system “under the Corporation. , To an outsider the Suburban Municipalities 
and the City proper together constitute Calcutta. In many cases the wants 
of the i jtants of these areas are alike. “Many of these Suburban Munici- 
ities llave diret concern in the work of the Corporation, as for example іп 
ө Water-Su ly amd Main Drainage Schemes, and the, interests of the - 
"iM benefited by their representation onthe celitral body. 4 
\ 3 
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^]t is desirable. that a systematic form of Municipal Government should 
be established over Calcutta and its Suburbs, and that the latter should be 
brought into more close communication with the central authority. There 
is an imminent danger of the Suburban Municipalities being overrun by the 


surplus population of the Ойу and the evils being repeated in them which are 
now menacing the prosperity of Calcutta. 


“The second part of the scheme presents extra difficulties as regards 
taxation and other details, but there is nb need for uniformity in al] particulars, 
and the measure does not necessarily icontemplate the imposition of the 
existing rates and taxes of Calcutta over the Suburban Municipalities. I 
;have said that I {тїзї some such measure may be considered by the Qouncil 
at no distant date. It involves no admission of failure in the past, but merely 
implies & natural development of existing conditions. I am of opinion that 
the change is called for alike in the interests of the Government and the 
rate-payers, and that a postponement of the measure would involve an, increase 


in the difficulties to be met with hereafter in introducing this great and needful 
reform.” ; 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cagnpurr said —“ Sir,—It will not, be necessary for me 
to detain the Council long; for the Education and Judicial Departments have 
been very liberally treated, and the tone of the speeches to which we have 
been listening, is so far as those Departments are concerned, in the main 
congratulatory. : 

.. For primary education the special assignmen of ten lakhs of rupees will 
enable us, through the District Boards, to шак an effective start in the 

' direction of providing decent buildings for primary schools and so supplying 
a very real want and removing а reproach; to c out a scheme for the 
development of indigenous Muhammadan primary schools ; to extend facilities 
for education in rural areas, in some cases by establishin primary schools with 
eourses specially adapted for the children of the agricultural population, and 
in others by converting a number of existing lower Е schools into schools 
with simpler courses of study and shorter hours of attendance; to raise many 
lower primary to the rank of io primary schools, and to establish new schools 
of the latter class; to found additional training schools for teachers for rural 
primary schools; and to strengthen the subordinate inspecting agency, which 
is, and has for years been, very inadequate. ^ 


«‹ Ag regards the proposal for the translation into the various dialects of 
text-books for lower primary schools, I would remind the Hon’ble Baba Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar, the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri sand the Hon’ble Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu that the Уер. iege has lately agreed to 
extend till the 15th April the period within w ich. opinions will be received, 
I am, thereforé, not now in a position.to make any definite statement on 
the subject; but the Hon’ble Members may rest assured that it will be | 
approached ' with an open mind, and that their objections will be carefully 
considered. ‘The special echolarships, regatding which one Hon’ble Member has 
asked for information, are industrial scholarships intended for Indian students 
proceeding abroad to. study technical subjects. Four such —— have 
been provided for students who are now reading at ‘the Birmingham 'Univer- 
sity, and two mining scholarships Will be tenable by students attending the 
Civil Engineering College at Sibpur. The Nizamat scholarships mentioned 
in the geh will be.awarded, as heretofore, to deserving m mbers of а пође 
Muhammadan family. The  Kindergartenssystem has now been regularly 
introduced, and the expenditure of almost a lakh of rupees for the purchase of 
new and improved appliances has been ioned. As regards training 
schools for, gurus, the intention is to establish these at \sub-divisional head- 
quarters, and proposals for the creation of training colleges have been sub- 
mitted to the Government of India. How great are the needs of. Bengal in 
this respect is strikingly: seen when it is stated that the ‘percentage’ of trained 

teachers in primary schools in this Province is 4:1 only, as against 29'4 10 — 
# Madras, 341 in Bombay.39-2 in the United Provinces, dnd 48:31h the Punjab. 

«The present training schools are not suitable# for the purpose of training 
4 , "ENIM. 
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_ teachers for “rural primary schools, and аго barely sufficient to produce 
enough teachers for upper primary gand middle vernacular schools. It is 
proposed, therefore, to open special training schools for the teachers of rural 
primary schools, and it is considered necessary to open not less than 70 such 
schools, each capable of training 40 students a years but even at this rate it 
will take some sixteen years to provide for the existing number of rural 
pon schools. A scheme for the re-organisation of the Educational Services 
ms ав I have had occasion to’ state iu answer to a question in Council two 
weeks аро, пот before the Imperial Government, and, if it is sanctioned, 
special provision will be made fos thé funds required to carry it into effect. 


“The Hon'ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu has urged that hostels and 
uarters for professors should be provided for in connection with the Presi- 
bar College. I would remind the Hon’ble Member that the Eden Hindu 
Hostel for students was established some p ago; and I may add that 


the question of building quarters for professors near the College is under 
,consideration, ө 


“ As regards the proposal to raise the Bihar School of Engineering to the 
status of an Engineering College, I am notin a position to вау more at present, 
in reply to the Hou'ble Babu Saligram Singh, than that the question has not 
been lost sight of. à 


* The Hon'ble Mr. Larmour bas referred to what he has styled ‘ primary 
technical education, and here, no doubt, much remains to be done, When 
* communicating their orders upon the Report of the Committee on Industrial 
Education, the Governmentof India asked this Government to prepare a scheme, 
and promised financial aid to it, if approved. "'l'hey observed that it would 
probably be found that the industry to be dealt with first should be weaving ; 
and accordingly this Government convened a Conference at which both the 
Benga] Chamber of Commerce and the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 
were represented. "The result was that definite proposals for the improvement 
and encouragement of the hand-loom industry were submitted to, and are now 
before, the Government of India. That scheme will, of course, be but a begin- 
ning, and will, it is hoped, be only the first of others having for their object 
the training of the ordinary artisans to whom the Hon'ble Member has referred, 
Proposals for the improvement of the bone and hide-curing industries have 
already been put forward, and the Hon'ble Member now mentions wood-work 
and — handicrafts. It is the intention of this Government to turn to these 
as soon ав the weaving scheme has been fairly started, , 


* In the Judicial —— the claims of the ministerial establishments 
attached to the Civil have not been overlooked, and I am glad to be 
able to say that a proposal to strengthen the Nazarats in particular is about to 
be referred to а strong Committee, which will'meet probably next July. 


y “The explanation why the budget provision for temporary Subordinate 
Judges during the current year has not been fully expended is that, whereas 
we próvided for three extra officers throughout the year, it was found 
unnecessary—and the Government was guided in the matter entirely by the 

Hon’ble Judges of the High Court—to pt them for more than six months. 

As regardsithe figures relating to District Judges, the fact is that some of the 

expenditure budgetted for last year, though falling under the heading ‘District 

and Sessions Judges, was;intended to meet the cost of the appointment of 
meon or the. civil courts, and fewer appointments than were 
an 


cipated were found to:be actually necessary. 


« tcome of the recommendations made by the Police Commission 
vill, believe, be dealt with by another official Member, and I need not offer 
“any remarks on thé subject.” | 
: Hon'ble Mg. Smeres said :—“ Sir, I have to thank the Hon'ble 
TU so — es for the congratalations which they have been good - 
‘enough to give mend also for the courtesy with. which they have responded „ 
to my request that they would furnish me beforehand with an indication of 
^ 0 à T } Р 
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the particular topics they proposed to touch upon. І regret, héwwover; ‘that in 
some cases the intimation was received stoo late for me to examine or deal 
with the facts and figures other than those relating to the budget. 


“In the first place I may endeavour to reassure as far as I can those 
Hon’ble Members who see nothing but discouragement in the increase of revenue 
under various heads, The increases under Stamps were principally in the 
following districts :— ү 


Вв. * Ев. 
Mymensingh .. 89,000 | Bhaghlpur а. 59,000 
Tippera s.. 89,000 Рага “ 74,000 " E 
Gaya .. 66,000 Backergunge .. 88,000 
Mazuffarpur .. 64,000 Caleutta ..  1,71,000, 


* 


“In Calcutta there was a large increase under general stamps, In the other 
places the increase according to the explanations which have been received 
is due partly to the Survey and Settlement operations and partly to additions 
to the Judicial staff. 


“The Survey and Settlement operations, however, although they bring 
matters to a head at the time tend to prevent subsequent litigation. Also the 
increases following on additions to the Judicial staff are due in part to the 
clearing off of arrears. Оп the other hand it is probable that'other additions 
to the Judicial staff on which we have been congratulated will lead to 
enhanced receipts in other places, i 


“Again the Hon'ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar complains of the 
— estimate for ordinary collections of Income-tax which he contends is 
not fair and legitimate. If, however, he will turn to paragraph 20 of the Expla- 
natory Notes he will see that the average annual increase during the four years 
ending with the year 1902-1903 from the classes who are still liable to assess- 
ment was Rs, 1,78,000. Against this average increase of Rs. 1,73,000 we have 
estimated for an increase of only опе lakh. Although, therefore, we have not 
budgetted for a decrease our moderate estimate contemplates the possibility 
of a large falling off in the rate of increase, and perhaps that may satisfy 
the Hon’ble Member. . 


1 
* As regards ‘ Excise’ I need only refer to the speech of the Hon'ble 
* Baker in the Imperial Council on Wednesday which dealt fully with the 
su ject. "m ой By "i 


. 

“My hon’ble friend Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu makes out that the 
new settlement gives a net loss of Rs. 25,69,000 а year. Ido not propose to 
go over the discussions regarding the financial" settlement. again or to take up 
the time of the Council with ansexplanation of the figures, 1 have however a 
statement*here showing that both in the current year and next year there isa 


net gain instead of а net loss. This statement I will lay upon the table. 


* Several Members have expressed regret at the existente of savingé dug to 
our failure to obtain sancti for large schemes especially to the йог ^ 
the improvement of the pay position of Ministerial Officers, The | ф 
on account of the scheme for uty Magistrates are асас к all 

* because the large: grant which the Government of India Heve promised will not., 
be made until a scheme is sanctioned. The — regarding the Subordi- 
nate Executive staff have now been sanctioned. As regards Ministerial Officers 
I can only say that this Government has spared no efforts:to push the scheme 
through and equally shares the regret expressed by the Hon'ble Members., 
There was no cut and dried scheme ready beforehand, but as soon as we .knew 
that ges was likely to be available one was prepared, ж1,Ѓейг that I must; 
plead guilty to having been far too sanguine when I spoke last year of our 
ability to push through quickly a scheme of such magnitudo- "The preparation 
of the Proposition Statement by the Accountant-General was а magnum opus. » 

. itself and took time. The scheme also was bound to contain apd did contain 

- » many debatable points, and'at the instance of the goi cadent India the 

Lieutenant-Governor has directed the appointment of a Co mittee to prepare 
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erial Officers in next year's budget to allusion is made by the 
| Greate de erectio inea is not due. rim scheme TL ш been cut 
wn bnt to the fa we do not anticipate that an the Secretary —. 
| | of State di — 5 some time: my we Sed efore provided for Ў 
. payment for only part of the year. If, however, sanction is obtained at an © 
earlier date we shall transfer money from sondé other heads so as to enable 
payments to be made at once. — ~ | Nis 


_. “Tke Hon'ble Mr. Larmour has expressed the hope that if Chittagong 
goes over to Assam the grants we,are now making to that port will be 
refunded, The money, however, was made over to us by the Government of 
India expressly for expenditure on, Chittagong and I fear that if Chittagong 
goes the money goes with it, Nor ean l satisfy ke iyi de Member with 
. any promise that the Provincial Government will make any large contribution. 
tozas ther cést of the Improvement Scheme. The expenditure in Qaleutta 
on Public Works, Medical, Education and Police is large and we have just 
` heard a complaint from the Hon'ble Mr. Chaudhuri on the subject. Regarding ` 
the scheme for housing Government servants in Calcutta I may say, however, 
that when it again comes before this Government, us no doubt it will, do, 
. the remarks of the lion’ble Member will be carefully considered, 


A 
Y ing Water-Bupply I may say that the special grant which we-made 
at the beginnin of the year has been ‘all utilised and in fact has been exceetled, 
but we met all the demands which were made upon us. On the nuo 
question I have nothing to add to what has been repeatedly said and Í shall, `: 
confine myself to quoting remarks made by the Hon'ble Mr. Baker with 
which I entirely agree. He dealt with this subject in three successive years 
but I shall content myself with quoting the remarks made in 1900— 
> But the notion that the Government can by any action on its part provide the people 
with an adequate supply of good water is an absolute chimera. Nothing сап be done except 
by the people themselves. Last year I pointed out that almost every village in Sod 
one or more suitable tanks or wells which, if properly looked after, would provide 
all that is required. In 1896 it was pointed out that in 1682 Government gave a grant of 
one lakh for Waton Dupi in Nadia, „yet in La cd no material effect, What is wanted * 
is that the zamindars and the villagers themselves should re-excavate and maintain existing 
* A doctrine of; self-help is tsually distasteful; but in this vitally important matter 
- there is no other possible remedy. 

Є * As regards Malaria also I have little to say that is new, We have made 
arrangements to mapufacture more Quinine, we have increased the quantity 
of quinine in pice packets#rom five to seven grains and we are arranging to 
in the number of distributing centres. The ous Mr. Chaudhuri 
derives no comfort from the entry of Rs. 40,000 for the enlargement of the 

4 Cinchona'faetory in order to increase the supply of quinine because he fears 
that Government may derive a profit from the mayufacture. Let me re-assure 
him on that "point. Owing to improved processes the cost of manufacture 

is constantly being reduced but as soon as we find that such is tho case we 

авв on the benefit to the public. Recently finding thi thong was a profit 

"the quantify of quinine in pice packets from 9 to7 grains, 1 

direct attention to another entry in para 14 of the Explanatory -' 


. 


e in guestion fis Rs. 3,73,000 which is part of a contributiou 
ywards the cost of the Mograhat Drainage Scheme. ' 
 Hon'ble Member alst es the 24. m that Lam unable to show a 
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: > under the head of remedial measures in respect. of such preventable 
es as Cholera ahd Malarial Fever. I have just referred to certain items 
з expenditure and in addition to those I would point out that the 
il expenditure shown iv the budget for next year amounts to 224 lakhs _ 
‘This i 





8. oney ig for urpose of combating all disease but 
ch as | is “the princi isease in this Province it may fairly be 
à large part of "x expenditure is devoted to combating that disease. 
` “The Hon’ble Babi Bhupendra Nath Basu referred to the condition of the 
b-d n af Arambogh {Phe report of ithe Civil Suygeon of Hogghly for 
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- fevers, "The Civil Surgeon that the decrease in the death-rate 
gue slackness iu registration t that it represents a really lower 


Î. ` «There has not been time to obtain the opinion of the Medical Advisers of 
Government оп {һе request for a Commission of Enquiry. The suggestion. 
will in due course be submitted for His Honour's orders, but g for 
myself as a layman I am inclined to think that what we require at the present 
stage is bacteriological enquiry of the facts known rather than a Commission 
for the purpose of ascertaining new facts. ° — 

* With regard to Plague I may say that we have met all the applications 
for money that have been made and only a few days ugo Government gave 
additional grants of Rs. 6,000 to the Commissioner of Patna and of Rs, 1,500 
p.d ea an of i Fen у pun жег a ive © is very 

ifficult to incur much direct expenditure on е; ef people 
do not Е ми 00108906. or disinfection, and there is no use building 
huts to assist in evacuation unless the people are willing to occupy them. As 

' p said last year Government has not up to the present been deterred by any 

expense it has been called on to meet and the difficulty is to carry the people 
with us? The deerease in Plague expenditure referred to the Hon'ble 
Mr, Chaudhuri was dueto the abandonmeht of the polic segregation camps, 

“Lastly, I may refer to the urgent prayer of the Hon'ble Babu Kali Pada 
Ghosh for the introduction of the elective system into Chota Nagpur. I would 
remind the Hon'ble Member however that it is only a few years since 
District Boards were established in Chota Nagpur and the elective system 
can exist only where there are Local Boards. There is only one Local Board 
in Chota Nagpur namely that in the Gobindpur Sub-division of the district 
of Manbhum. This Local Board was established about two years ago and 
will in due course elect members to the District Board. The local officors 
"will be consulted on the suggestion that the people should be allowed to elect 


. their representatives, but I may out that in more advanced places the 
- Government is frequently com to nominate members because of the 
failure of elections." * 


Statement showing loss or gain in Revenue by the Financial Settlement of 1904. 
PROVINCIAL SHARES ^ PROVINOIAL SHARES 
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s | &o co NER 
j D s x Lay KT e 
s „Тһе Hon’ble Mz. Ixarrs.sgid :—* Sir, the Hon'ble Mr. Chaudhuri has drawn - 
attention to the necessity for works of Sanitary Drainage. He has particularly 
drawn attention to the necessity for removing shoals at the heads of dead or 
dying rivers, во as to cause the flow from the parent stream to again enter on 
them. Ithink, Sir, we are all agreed that this is an ideal to be desired. I am, 
howeVer, afraid that in the vast majority of cases it must remain an ideal. In 
. . . dealing with rivers such as the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, we are dealing 
. with forces of nature on a vast scale. The beds and banks of these rivers are 
' of an extremely changeable nature, It is almost impossible except at an 
* enormous ously to hold permanently any fixed position. If, owing to the 
94 action of na forees which are beyond our control, a parent river ehokes up 
the head of one of its branches andSopens out another in a different part of the 
~ Country, we may endeavour to remove the shoal at the head, but we have, 
— I think, no guarantee that we shall be able to prevent that shoal reforming 
| . .  &lmost at once. At the present time we have a survey party at work in the 
Jessore district to see whether it may be practicable to open a channel from 
Ё the big flowfhg river into the Bhagirathi ‘If this could be done and maintained, 
| the results would certainly be excellent. То show that we are doing something © 
' inthe way of improving drainage, l-would méntion the Mugra Hat drainage 
‘scheme. This scheme, which involves a large sluice at Diamond Harbour; will 
; rovide for the drginage of @ greater part of the 24-Parganas district, 
J e scheme has worked out in great detail. It will provide for the 
internal hannels being navigable and for а lock into the river. It therefore 


4 


. ' promises to be of great value to the district. © yd 24: — 
es Ve Mida OMe Hon'ble My. Chaudhuri Has also drawn atten \ to the desirability \ 

~ of doing more for the waterways. We are doing something in this respect. As '- 
1 ` Ihave already, stated "in answer to a quéstión, wë have so far developed the - 








channel across the ipur Bil that it is now navigable for a part of the 
year, We have for three years been prine quietly to improve the 
channel of* the Gange Dinapore to Goslundo a system of bandels 


wing-dams. We have deepened the water over the shoals, The effect 

thi been. sati so far as steamers drawing four orfive feet are 

ed, It has facilitated their up and down the river. Ithasalso — 

ed the ра of — oats downwards. On the other hand, it is 
0 p-stream traffic of country boats. We have also found, 

arising from the fact ge the across giver traffic of the , 

— into competition with the up and down traffic. I mention 


that these schemes are not so easy to carry out as they aro 


" EA: V a mb 
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one, 


this 


amounts to ( 
obstruction is a recurring 0 
both ends of the Nala. 


«The Hon'ble Mr. Apear has asked ‘that 
ital Port Dues Fund should be made for the Nurses’ 
e Marine Department I think I ma 





our giving some grant from “the fun 


t 


15 





some CO! 1 a 

Nurses’ Home, As 
that there can be no objection 

ich is, I am glad to say, an affluent — 


“ Ў a Р * He Boge Mh ee 
“Tho Hon'ble Mr, Aper has also referred to the argent necessity for silt - 
-clearing in Tolly’s Nala. I quite admit the urgency of the case. I have 
morning received an estimate from the Superintending Engineer, which 


Rs. 32,602, for removin 


g the obstruction to the traffic. The 
e owing to the fact that the tide flows up from 
There is a certain point where the tides meet and 


where rapid silting must always go on. The silting at piigsent has been allowed 


to 


Mr. Apsar that we will 


g interest on 
uced. As 


ia in 18935. 
communicated in a letter fro 
Government of India in th 

wrote 19 
“ЇЇ am directed to say that it is mot 
Port Commissioners upon principles di 


get perhaps rather out o Fand, but I thick, Sir, I may assure the Hon’ble 
take prompt steps to remedy the present state of affairs, 


“The Hon’ble Mr. Larmour has suggested that it is desirable that the rate 


* 


the Government loan to the, Kidderpore Docks should be 
he stated this matter was considered фу the Government of \ 
The orders of the Government of India at that time were . 
m Mr. Finlay, who was then Secretary to the 
e Finance and Commerce Department, and he 


esible for the Gorornment of Тай to deal with, th 
erent, from thos 


which they apply to their other 


debtors. 1 am directed to say that His Excellency the Governor Generalin Council — 
oan 


cannot 
Government of India would'at present be prepar 
consider they can raise money in the o 


n mar 


that he must adhere to the decision that the rate of interest on the Kidderpore Dock 
bo reduced. I am to say that the only concession in this respect which the 
ed to make is that if the Port Commissioners 


ket on more favourable terms than those 


on which they borrowed it from the Government, the Governraent of India will be willing 
to accept repayment of the present debt without raising any question as to the stipulation 
made regarding tne period of repayment. , 


«Phe question is, Sir, I think rather of Imperial than of Provincial 


interest. If the Port Commissioners th 
I am sure the Bengal 


but 


stated, that the finances of 


ink it desirable to re-open,the question, 
Government will give their arguments ful consideration ; 


having regard to the fact which the Hon’ble Mr. Larmour has himself 


, 


the Port Commissioners are at present fairly 


prosperous, I бо not think we can hold out much hope that the Government 


of India will re-consider 


relate to, Policë Reform, 


their formet orders." 


3 


The Hon'ble Mr, Савил said Ê The points on which I торове {о touch 


and the Veterinary Department. i А 
<“ Ав regards Police Reform, the Hon’ble Member hag" suggested that, if 


twelve lakhs, the grant from the 


the Provincial Service, the Subordinate Executive 
Service, the Registration Department, Agricultutal Expenditure, Village Banks 


A^. 


Government of India will not sufficerto carry 


out the reforms outlined by the Government of India for 1905-06, this grant, 
shotld be supplemented from’ Provincial Funds. The Government of India 


that 


‘Funds, | 
Armed Police Reserves, —As regards t 
possible to appoint Inspectors and Sergeants to any district, armed reserve, e 


as in a good mauy places it will be necessary to build quarters. 
н, ang Rr ne 


D 


1 


lay dowh the following order of recedence for reforms to be introduced this 
à d be) ih, { 


*year:— | 


(1) The strengthóning of the Armed Police Reserves — * 


H 


H The improvement of the pay yh acies ў, 
0 


3) An increase in the num 
' their minimum pay. — — 


ub-Inspocfore and the aising of 


i ' ] * ^ » L ЧАД ow 
“I am glad to be able to inform. the Council that the funds placed at our 


— 


disposal are sufficient to cover not only these but several. and. 
there is no necessity for supplementing the grant from Provincial 


Armed Polico Reserves, it will not | 


ўн. 
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|. 7. Gonstables.—There will be a very substantial increase in the pay 3 

constables. Тһе pay of all constables will be raised to the minimum of th 

. district. ‘This will vary from Rs. Т to Rs, 9 in different parts of the Province. 
(The present minimum varies from Rs. 6 to Rs. 7.) The average minimum 
rate of pay throughout Bengal will be 677 Rs. 8. In addition to - 
this, every constable who has served for three * in a grade will get an 
addition of Re. 1 to his pay. For Calcutta the minimum pay of constables 
isto be raised to Re. 10. In Bengal generally no deductions are at present 
made on account of the pension of constables and officers. In Calcutta there 
is a Police Superannuation Fund to which officers and men serving in the 
Police contribute. Stepspare being акеп to wind this Fund and put the 
Calcutta Police on the same footing in this respect ag the District Police. ‘a 


< Constables’ Training Schools.—I may mention that though the Government 

. of India have not prescribed if for this year, funds will permit of the establish- 
ment of two training schools for constables through which recruits will pass. 
The training will last six montbs, and will include drill, an elementa | 
knowledge of law, instruction in the duties of constables towards the public a 


and the training of their powers of observation. 


w 
' 


* Sub- Inspectors. — The present minimum pay of all Sub-Inspectors is Rs. 30 
and the maximum pay is Rs, 80. The minimum pay will be raised to Ка, 50 
and the maximum to Rs. 100, The number will also be increased Bi 4 
130 or more so as to enable usto provide at least one Sub-Inspector for e : 
investigating centre, Arrangements have already been made by the Inspeotor- 
General of Police for the accommodation and training of these officers at the 
Bhagalpur Training School. Before 1 leave this subject I must refer to the 
Hon'ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar's complaint that they are no longer to 
be recruited by competitive examinations. I can say from personal knowledge 
that we are now getting a far better class of men by nomination than the few 
who still enter by competition. 


& Head Constables.—A mong reforms not prescribed for this year I ho 
it will be possible to deal with the case, of head-constables and that the 
minimum pay of head-constables will be raised from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 16 
“should also be possible to give those who have served more than a certain time 
in the two lower grades promotion. I hope we will also be able to recruit 
more men 80 as i got tk replacement of writer-constables by writer head- 
constables. à 4 ' 

« Qonatables.— Besides the increase of pay, it will also be possible to make 
considerable additions to the number. A considerable number of the present 
low-paid and very unsatisfactory “class of town chaukidars will be replaced by 
town constables. ` * 


$ “ Sub-Inspectors.—l have already О ооа that 130: Sub-Inspectors are to 
be recruited in addition to the men who weré reoruited towards the close 
' ^ of last year. ^ ™ Maa. › M 2 
Jt would be possible with the funds at our disposal still further to increase. + 
the number of men and* officers recruited, but it could only have been done at ` 
the expense of the quality of the recruits, I understand from „the Inspector- • 
General of Police that a ve good class of candidates is coming forward for 
` recruitment to Sub-Inspectorships, but if we were to tke more than a certain 
number, we would have to take men of an inferior class. I look upon it as a 
"matter of the first importance that our Sub-Inspectors should be men not 
` merely educationally qualified, but with such family connections and training 
~. + gato make it easier for them to resist the temptations to resort to corrupt 
practices which are so, frequent in the police. 
«* River Police—Among reforms which though not specifically prescribed for 
rently considered very urgent by the Government of 
i 1 


E o 


uperintendent of Police, Benares) has been placed on 
draw up detailed proposals, and a commencement will Î hope be 


S 


У 7 ^ $ 










-~ “Criminal Investigation Deparlment.— Another reform which. I underste 
the Government of India will allow us to eke Шш year M the foi 
constitution of a Criminal ics epe under а Deputy Inspector-Gener 
will also deal with Railwa ice. A commencement has already been max 
and the operations of the Department have met with considerable success, but 
it has been carried on under great difficulties, as the Deputy los -General 
in charge (Mr. Knyvett) had to carry on the work in addition to his own 
duties. | Ў Pe ive a E shih y 
` ** As tbe measures I have already detailed will not exhaust’the funds at our 
disposal, I hope it will be possible to get the permission of the Government of 
India to. make a commencement as soon as possible of the formation of the 
Provincial Police Service. I look upon this as one of the most rtant 
measures of reform advocated by the Police Commission and y the 
Government a India cm the «узга; of —— — reform which, 
I hope, it ma gv e to secure is the raising o pay to the 
— — by the Government of. Jodi of Rs, 150, qoe it 
may be possible to promote Inspectors who have been serving for some time 
in a grade. Again, as M ra Assistant Superintendents of Police and 
District Superintendents of Police, I hope we may be able to obtain permission 
during the coming year to raise their pay to the minimum proposed by the 
Police Commission. i 
“I think that, very naturally, considering how short atime the scheme has 

been before the publie, there has been some misunderstanding as to the exact 
effect of the measures stated in the Government of India. Resvlution on the 
prospects of Indians entering the Police Service. It has even been said that, 
so far from these prospects being improved, they are now worse than they 
were before owing to the fact. that men promoted from the Provincial Service 
to become District Superintendents of Police are to' be treated on a different 
footing from the District Superintendents of Police recruited from Europe, It 
is quite true that the man who has risen from the ranks to the post of District 
Superintendent of Police has hitherto been theoretically qualified to rise to 
the same maximum pay аё his colleagues who are appointed at Home. But, as 
a matter of fact, an officer is fortunate if he reaches the lowest grade but one 
by the.time he is 55 when he in the ordinary course retires’ from the ice. 
К the altered state of things, any officer appointed direct to the Provincial 
Police Service and who is selected for appointment, as District Superintendent 
of Police may confidently expect to attain the highest grade open to men 
appointed in this country о! 9б month. . Men who have worked their 
way through the ranks will not, in all cases; be able to reach this grade, but 
they will commence on Rs, 600, the highest pay to which PE сап now hope 
to айаш, 1 | Ж 


‘tI must also again remind the Qouhcil of the great opening afforded by 


the Provincial Police Ser in ut of any prospects of promotion 


from it. I may add in conclusion that though there are excellent Indian officers 
in the force, I do not — — possible unless the superior 
staff is mainly recruited from Europe. dl 


“I will now pass from details and make a few general remarks on the subject 
of Police Reform, me ders err сано, a = ink that 
any one in Be can honestly deny the correctness of their finding, that there 
is A — — of siio and inefficiency among she owe | erit 
and that, while there are many excellent officers in the higher-grades, the 
average is not up to the standard required if police work is to be well done. 
It is obviously impossible to stop corruption in the lower ranks by merely 











raising the pay. It is not reasonable to expect, for instance, that because а 
- constable’s minimum pay is raised from Rs, 6 to Rs. 81 will therofore 
straightway become an honest. Ў raising his pay 
Government has done its — living wage 
and he cannot plead necessi d think 
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misuse te — 
ng allowance at all pacha be а еван а s raat of higher 


. appointments, such as that of ub-Inspector, we hope by raising the pay to 
` attract a well-connected and well-educated class —— i û bave fortunately 


. even now many such men in the Service, and I hope that, in future, thoug: 
О. 


E 


ше may be educationally inferior to our Deputy Collectors and Sub Depnty 
' , they will come from the same class of society. If we succeed, in 
such в class of men, I think there can be no doubt that these recruits - 
rom the upper middle classes of Indian society will behave in a very different 
Way from many of their predecessors. , e 

Fi and 


“As regards the ranks of the Assistant Superintendents of Polic 


District Superintendents of Police, they already contain many excellent officers 
whom it would be hard to better under any ‘system, but there are a certain 
number below the average required for the difficult and important work of 
District Superintendent, and the number of such officers will, I hope, be greatly 
reduced, as under the terms now offerdd, men with better educational qualifica- 
tions should in future be'reeruited in England. ' i : 

_ “Turning to the Provincial Executive Service, no one can regret more 
than the Chi Secretary the fact that this Government has been unable as yet 

to obtain the addition to their number it considers necessary. I have had 
00 tly to refuss what I considered the most reasonable applications for 
additions to the ordinary staff on account of urgent and pressing work simply 
because I had not the men to send. I have at other times, and this I still more 
deeply regret, been obliged to refuse well-earned leave to men simply because 
they could not —— The Government of Bengal has corresponded for · 
some time with the Goyernment of India on the subject of increasing the cadre, 
and the Government of India has in principle admitted the justice of our, 


) ен for a larger service: But fuller information has been called for as to 


actual details of the number required. This information we submitted in 
Januaty, and I hope before many months we will have received the sanction 
of the Secretary “of State to a very large increase to the numbers of thé 
Provincial Service. › ad 


` «Дз rej the Subordinate Executive Service, I am glad to say that 
the propgsals of the Government of Bengal have been accepted” by the . 
A y of State in full except as re в few settlement appointments in’ 
connection with which further tai ч is required. I hope that early next 
month the full number of extra men по% вайс will have been appointed. 
The increase is very considerable; Including Deputy Superintendents of 
Excise, he are to be graded separately in future, the number has been raised 
from 105 to 225 men. Tes | — 


"MM Ag regards the complaint that titive étaribhations have been 
abolished, I would refer to the Government: lution which shows how limited 


» competition was before, and that all tha been done is to substitute for 


£ 


Г show that the appointment^of Sub 


the appointment of a small number by Competitive examinations nomination by 
the рагу of the Calcutta бе { ЧЕР * е. 

iti “One very important and most desirable result of the increase in the cadre 

-will be MM, ба [» effect is given to the proposals of the Bengal Govern- 

it will be un ry to employ any outsiders or kanungoes as Assistant, 

ent Officers. ipie c M ie “жо od d 

_ “Tn this connection I cannot accept the views of two Hon'ble Members, 

за Bhupendra Nath Basu and Babu Saligram Singh, that the initial pay is 

nsufficient. ‘The number po erai бот the candidates who now come forward 

-Depu E one Te — 

many well-educated and respectably-conneeted young men. great as 

en fies d ^ the —— э — Rs, 850 for officers who have 

d fairly" well ou^ are no dor promotion to the Provincial 

LÀ * f dn 
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accepted by the Government of India to lace it on an entirely different footing 
and to m Sub-Registrars by salaries — of by commissions: It is also 
— to give a considerable increase of pay to Sub-Registrars’ clerks, 

rvice in the Department will, if the proposals are accepted, be pensionable. 
The Registration Department, when once the scheme has been introduced 
and is in full working order, will no longs be the refuge of odd worn-out 

nsioners, and I have no doubt it will be found possible to utilise the rural 
Bub-Registrors in many ways, as registration work does not in most cases 
take up a Sub-Registrar's full time. 


“Under the head of * Land-Reverue expenditure, I note the following 
items :— 

Provision has been made of one and-a-half lakhs f Sundarbans recla. 
mation work. Government is now trying the experiment of dealing direct 
with the raiyats, clearing the land and maintaining all necessary drainage and 


embankment works. So fan the experiment promises to be very successful. 


“The Government of India propose to distribute a large grant for 
Agricultural Experiments. The details are not yet settled, and I can only give 
a general idea of what is propos d. А few properly oquippet experimental 
farms, two to commence with, are to be started. Atta ed to these there will 
be a number of demonstration farms, each of which will as a rule only deal 
with one experiment which has been tried and found successful at the experi- 
mental farm. ‘The object of these demonstration farms is to show the culti- 
vators the effect of thoroughly-tested improvements, 


** Rupees 50,000 has been allotted for experiments with a view to effectin 
improvements in the growth and manufacture of Indigo. It is to be Бри 
that the result of these experiments will be to prevent the extinotion of a very 
important industry. 

“Rupees 5,000 has been provided for the distribution of selected, cotton 
seed. It will recognise the importance of doiüg what is possible to improve 
the quality of the cotton grown. 


<“ Rupees 25,000 has been allotted for work connected with Co-operative 
Credit Societies. So far only a very small inning has been made, but in 
Eastern Bengal at all events it seems probable that things aré ri for a 
early development of such societies on sound principles. Mr, Gourlay, the 
Registrar, reports that in the districts he visited he found the prospects very 
encouraging, , * & 

* Rupees 67,000 has been provided forsa, new Hostel at Belgatchia and 
various improvements, Eb à — 

* Rupees 17,000 additional expenditure is to be incurred in increasing and 
improving the Veterinary "Establishment. This is only part of a large scheme 
which is still under consideration.” * 


Tho Hon'ble Ма, К. @ Gurra said :—" Sir, I wish to say а few words with 
reference to the remarks made by Hon'ble Members regarding one or two 
Departments with which I am connected. First, with reference to Income- 
tax, the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar has drawn attention to the 





very large increase in the number of assessees in the present lowest. class. . 


The figure of increase standing by itself sdems apparently very unsatisfactory 
and somewhat damaging to the assessing agency, but when it is closely anal 


it will not look so bad as it appears. The gssessees of hip cm 
ernmen 


divided into several gnis — n sources of r m —* 
servants, servants of loca ies an ivate employés either belonging 

ivi i gre © id —— and others. 
As far as the assessing agente are concerned, their chief work ligs in assessing 
traders and other people who do not como under thervarious heads of servants. 
In their.caso also there has been an increase, but that inereaso is a Y ‘small one 
compared with that which has taken place in the case of servants г different 
sorts, regarding whom» there can be no suspicion ent, For 
instance, compnring the figures of 1902-1903 with those pf 1903-1904 and 


* 
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confining our attention to the new last class of assesseos, we find that in the case 

of Government servants there is an increase of 50 per cent, amd in the case 

of servants of local bodies an increase of 216 per cent. In the case of 
servants of private employers and of public bodies and companies it is 115 and 

| 195 per cent. respectively, whereas in thé case of traders and other people with 
whom alone the assessors are concerne the increase is only 56 per cent. 
An obvious explanation is that in the previous year there was d still lower class 
which bad to pay Hs. 15 income-tax and that has been abolished; the difference 

Of tax was only ls. 6. The classification is now done with more care because 
the fact of one’s falling within one class or another is a question of total exemp- 

| ‘tion. or paying Rs, 20; and this apart from thé normal growth of wealth.’ 
, . However, ' farther eaquiry has been ordered by the Bos and no doubt 
when the reports are reocived the matter will be made clear, but in the mean- 
time I wish to x, nd the attention of Honble Members of the Council to 
these figures so that they may not summarily condemn the assessing agency of 
haying shown excessive zeal or of having attempted to undo the benevolent 


, intentions of Government. Ў... ^ 


' "Coming now to ‘Excise? That is а department with which in some shape 
or other I have been connected for a long time, and that is also a department 
which is, mofe subject to misrepresentation and misunderstanding than perhaps 
any other Revenue Department under Government. Some people seem to 
think that a mere increase in the Excise receipts is in itself something atrocious, 
something to be deprecated and absolutely wrong, but I do not think that is a 


reasonable way of looking at the question. Short of total prohibition, which 





igh. With regard to these two points I wish to draw the attention of the 
ouncil to some facts and figures which will speak for themselves. I wish to 
`\сошраге the yoar 1874-75 with the year 1903-1904. For the year 1904-1905 
е have not yet got complete statistics. I have chosen. the year 1874-75 
ecause that was the first year after the separation of Assam from Bengal. In 
| 4874-75 the number of country spirit licenses in Bengal was 5,165, against a 
evious quinquennial average of 6,312. In the last year, that is, 1903-1904, 
e number of such licenses was only 3,382. Similarly, ganja in 1874 75 was 
4,394 and last year it was only 2,793 and opium 8,836 in the former year 
“and 1,716 in the last year—and all this in spite of a very great increase in 
population.’ Coming td the rate of taxation, we have as regards ganja during 
the period a rise from Rs, 3:4 to Rs. 15°1 per seer and opium from Hs. 17 
to Hs. 286 per seer. These are the facts for the whole of Bengal; and 
with regard to Caleutta specially, which generally excites a larger amount of 
attention than any other ew of the country, I may say that the population of 
` Calcutta during this period has increased by 6» per cent., and yet the number 
of spirit licenses has increased only from 186 to 137, that 18, by one. It has 
been further reduced in the current year; ganja remains the same—at 63, 
` Opium is reduced from 65 to 60, but the incidence of revenue has in every 
Ж been largely raised. With these facts before us 1 do not think it would be 
reasonable for any one to charge the Excise Department with trying to raise 
‘revenue at the sacrifice of temperance. T'he subject of country liquor has 
"heet fully discussed’ by the Hon'ble Mr, Baker in the Supreme Council and 
“it is not mecessary for me here to dilate further on the subjeet. 


4“ There is another matter to which I have to refer because I have been 
de “the subject of an attack not merely outside this Council, but even here 
‘reference to the part I took in connection with the Committee which was 
ted for devising & scheme for improving Rural Education, Тһе object of 
Же! Committee was simple and harmless enough, and I might also claim for it 
th it it was an object laudable in itself and which I find every one almost has 
“їп View.. It has bocw'the experience in Bengal for many years that Primary 

on has not permeated the lowest classes of the eople, and that the 
d the great body of cultivators are still unaffected by it, and therefore 
'ernment very naturally considered it necessary to find out the causes of 
NIU. ч Bae 4 
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this failure of Primary Education to reach the very lowest classes and to see ' 
what could be done to remove the defect. vd ros rn 
& A Committee was appointed of which I ha pened to have the honour to 
bé a member. After a prolonged discussion an ‘considerable deliberation the 
Committee drew up a scheme which, met with the provisional approval of 
Government, but it was not finally passed pending an expression of opinion by 
the public and other persons interested in Primary Education. That scheme 
asa whole I do not find is condemned by anybody: on the centrary, the 
main outlines of it bave received acida approval. There is, however, one 
point of detail, which has, elicited much adverse criticism. In this respect 
what we wanted to do was to find out a medium which would be easil 
understood by the people for whom the text-books were to be —— 
The Committee have been commended for lightening the burdens of the 
rimary scholars by simplifying the course and reducing its scope, but they 
have been found fault with because they went further and wanted to make 
the medium also as simple and as plain as possible. "Tho t'ommittee may have 
been mistaken, and I as onê of the members of that Committee may have 
been mistaken, but it is quite open to the public to give full expression of their 
views and not only to criticise what we bave said or done but also to show the 
best way of achieving the object, which we have all in view.  If-we have not 
done the right thing, or if we have erred, I do not see why it should stir up во 
much warmth or passion. 


«АП of us have the same object in view. We want to make Primary 
Education available to the very lowest classes who cannot now —— 
it because of the complexity of the course, the difficulty of the text-books an 
other causes. We tried to — matters, We tried our best to find out 
way by which such education cou d be made available to the classes for which ' 
it was intended. As I have said, we may not have done the right thing, buf 
surely the subject is still open to discussion. There is no sinister motive 
anywhere. Government fully realised the necessity of the subject and h 
submitted the proposed scheme to the deliberations of those who are intereste 
in education. With that object it has published the whole scheme and invi 
full discussion. "Then why all this vituperation and invective? What I hav 
to urge is this: the Committee have drawn up a scheme ; if there are an defects 
in it, by all means point them out, and the Judicial Secretary has already given 
us the assurance that the objections will be duly and fully considered before 
final orders are passed." ‘ 











Tho Hon'ble the Presivenr said:—“ Gentlemen—I congratulate my 
hon’ble friend Mr. Shirres on the generally favourable opinions which have 
been expressed regarding: his financial statement. Matters connected with 
the budget have, asa rule, been already deult with by the Hon’ble Members 
representing the various departments concerned, and I shall not therefore 
trouble the Council by entering into details. I am half tempted to s k'of 
the importance of our proposals for re-orgonising the staff of Deputy Collectors 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors and improving the position of Ministerial Officers. 
But these have been sufficiently dealt with. e have carried through one of 
the measures; and the other two will, we hope, not be long delayed, ‘The 
criticism of the Hon’ble Babu Bhu jendra Nath Basu regarding the character | 
of ‘the Settlement: effected with the Government of India lust year has beer, 
it seems to me, fully answered by the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres and also by Awo 
of the non-official Members of this Council; on that also I consider if un- 
necessary to say anything now. I shall confine myself to a few rer ks 
— general questions which have been raised in the course gf this 

scussion, 


« [ would first of all refer to the complaint of the Hon'ble Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar and others that too short a time has been given forj the 
consideration of the budget after it was laid on the table and before its digcus- 
sion in the Council. On this point І will only say that if any blame 8 
to any one it is to myself. The — has been to allow one 
from the date of the presentation of the dget to the date of its discus ion, 
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"Ais the practice of this Concil conforms to the practice of the Government 
2 of India; and it can hardly be urged that more time is required to master 
| the details of the Provincial Budget than is required for those of the Imperial. 
І accordingly fixed to morrow as the day for the discussion of the budget 
. this year. I have, however, an important and most pleasant duty to perform 
|. to-morrow in being* present when His Excellency the Viceroy lays the 
_ foundation stone. of the Pusa Agricultural Research Institute; and I was 
compelled therefore to alter the date which I had fixed. I then fixed on 
to-day, simply because I thought that Hon’ble Members would — like to 
| -take up tho discussion of the budget as soon as possible, and because I had no idea 
| thatit would take them long to master its details. I would remind the Hon'ble 
Member that, at the close of our meeting last week, he came into my room 
to make a representation in regard to a matter in which he is inter . Had 
he said anything to me then about the difficulty of being ready for the 
discussion to-day, it would have been far more convenient to me, and would 
have given me great pleasure, to have postponed the discussion for, say, ten 
days instead of six; but he gave me no hint of anything of the kind. I 
mention this merely as an illustration of what I think a better method of 
making representations. 16 is better ^о prevent anything that may be deemed 
a hardship than to complain of it after it has been permitted to occur. Iam 
sure that Hon’ble Members will admit that they are usually treated with 
courtesy and consideration; and this I think should encourage them to 
make a representation regarding any inconvenience to which they feel that 
*they are beiug put rather beforehand with the view of prevention than later in 
the way of complaint. I shall be very glad to give a longer period: next year. 
E this connection Ё may, be permitted to refer to a: remark made by the 
en'ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu that *questions receive little encourage- 
.[ ment in this Council I am bound to say that I heard this with surprise: 
f The Hon'ble Members who have to answer interpellations made in this 
uncil consistently aim at giving clear and full information, and never retura 
p. vasive answers, Of course, there must occasionally be questions put which 
. cannot be answered satisfactorily. But the treatment of interpellations in this 
‚ Coancil is habitually courteous and considerate. 


“The next subject to which I should refer briefly is the subject of Educa- . 
tion, First of all, I join with Hon'ble Members in an expression of our thanks © 
to tbe Government of India for the recurring grant of Rs. 10 lakhs per annum 
to the Provincial revenues of Bengal to meet increased expenditure on Primary 
Education. The Governor General in Council has expressed his desire that 
this grant shall be fully utilised in increasing the normal allotment for Primary 
Education; and measures have been taken to ensure that expenditure hitherto 
incurred will not be discontinued on account of this grant, but that there will 
be, to the extent at least of this grant, an increase of expenditure on Primary 
Education. It has been aes , experience that it is not easy for a Local 
Government to resist the strong claims which are made upon its resources by 
those who are interested in desirable improvements and who can make themselves 
heard. Primary Éducation in Bengal is in a "T unsatisfactory state—more 
80, in some respects at least, than in other parts of India—and yet the demand 
for reform is less clamorous than with regard to mutters of less importance. 
The subject has been , attracting our attention for some time, and schemes 
| have been formed for the development of Primary Education, in respect of 
| which we had'a strong hope that the Government of India would 
a £v us some assistance, and which we could not have carried out without 

, ' substantial contribution which has now been made to our finances. 
It has been pointed out already that the money will be mainly spent on 
buildings for primary schoole, which are worse in Bengal than any I have seen 
in almost any other part of India; in helping primary education among 

. Muhammadaps; in carrying out the effective scheme for rural primary schools ; 
in providing training schools for primary teachers; and in a substantial increase 
Î Of the subordinate inspecting agency. “Our hopes as to receiving substantial 





E istanee have been more than realised; and we trust that there is now before 
Ba чв an era of progress und development in Primary Education. 

NS * y 
: Балу * x * 






'« T has been pointed out by. the Hon'ble Mr. Shirres that —— 


nts for Education in this Province have wey materially increased: of 
ate years. While we are pushing on rimary education, we do not intend 
to neglect our duty in regard to the higher stages of edueation. I do not, 
however, intend to detain the Council by remarks on this subject. All that i 
need say is this, that 1 am greatly encourag: by seéing the attention which is 
being paid throughout the province generally to Segondary Education on 
approved lines, and also by the interest which is being taken in the development 
ot University Education. think it is a cause for great satisfaction that there is 
so much of a spirit of co-operation among official and non-official "teachers and 
others interested in University Education in regard to;the drawing up of the 
regulations for the new University. 1am glad also to find the Hon'ble- Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu taking this opportunity of giving his support to the 
Ranchi College scheme, and of suggesting improvements in the Presidency 
College on lies which commend themselves thoroughly tome. 1 congrat. 
ulate the Ranchi College Committee on the subscriptions wbich have 
been made practically unsolicited towards е“ scheme. ¿No * great effort 
has yet been made to raise subseriptions, and yet the haveynearly reached 
rupees two lakhs. I am surg that the scheme Far to the feeling of many 
throughout the Province, who. desire a sound Uñiversity education for thoir 
sons. As to the suggestions made regarding the Presifleney College, I shall 
see that they receive early aud careful consideration from thé educational 
authorities. That very considerable improvement i$. req d in regard to the 


important matters of accommodation for the students and bringing them more. 


into contact with their Professors I have no doubt whatever; and I shall bo very 
lad to consider, in eonsultation with my official advisers and with others 


interested in higher education, the steps which should be taken to secure such, 


improvement. 
«T should like to say that I sympathise very much with what has fallen 


from my hon’ble friend Mr. Larmour regarding technical and industria! | 


education, It has been pointed out to him by the Hon’ble Mr. Carnduff that 
the matter has certainly not been entirely neglected, and that interest in it and 
attention to it are increasing, It is a matter which receives anxious considera- 
tion at the hands of this Government. 1 have been interested by the remarks 
which have been made by the Hon'ble Babu Saligram Singh regarding the 
Temple Medical School at Patna. Ho is anxious to have it raised to the 
status of a College, so that Biharis may be induced to avail themselves of a 
higher medical education and prepare themselves for the higher grades of 
the medical service or profession. 1 need hardly say how deeply I sympathise 
with him in this desire of his. But he will understand quite easily that 
it is impossible to give him any definite promise at the present time, 
Its necessary that such a question as this.should be very carefully considered. 
It is by no means without’ difficulty. Three important points have to be consi- 
dered. ‘The first is the effect which would be produced on the attendance at the 
school or college by raising the educational standard of admission. It would, 
I fear, be impossible to lower the standard of admission to Medical Colleges 


generally, so as to meet the case of this Bihari College; and I am afraid that . 


there might be some difficulty in getting а sufficient number of students for а 


Medical College at Patna possessing the prescribed educational quelifications. , 


This is a matter to be enquired into before any decision on the question can be 
arrived at. Another point is whether the expenditure which will be required 
for securing the Professors necessary to teach medicine and surgery in the 
College would be justified by the probabilites in respect of the outtarn of 
men qualified to be datos in medicine. This also requires enquiry and 
consideration. Thirdly, there is the fear’ that the opportunities for clini 
instruction in the hospitals of Patna аге not adequate for the training © 
graduates in medicine. As the Hon'ble Member is well aware, Lhave recently 
taken steps greatly to improve the hospital which is connected with tbe 
Temple ical School at Patna; but l am not certain that it is even now 
adequate for the purposes of acollege. There aro great advantages in having 
medical education imparted in a great city where there are first, rate hospite 
At the same time as I have said I sympathise with tho object that the Hon'ble 
^ . ¢ 
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Меше has before him; and the suggestions which he has made willreceive  . 
consideration. ш M à do 


the fullest Я i 
Before leaving the subject of Education I should like to say ono word 


; abont the Resolution regarding Primary Education published last month, which 


has been referred to by more than one Hon'ble Member. I have received 
already many criticisms of that Resolution, On the scheme as a whole criticisms 
are generally favourable.» There is, however, one point to which special excep- 
tion is taken; namely, the proposal to ibe ` text-books not only in the 
different languages of the province, but also in the different dialects prevailing 
in different districts. .The object which the Committee, which was appointed to 
ort on this subject, had before them, was to simplify Primary Education for 
the rural — to render the text-books and means of instruction more . 
intelligible to country people. I need not refer to the altogether baseless'insinua- 
tion that there was any intention of breaking up the languages of Bengal, and. 
„of establishing what has been figuratively called an educational tower of Babel. 
The object of the Committee was entirely sound. Whether their pro 
was sound or mot, is another question. Their judgment may hare been at fault. 
In regard to that point, ай well as in regard to other features of the scheme, 
the frankest criticism was invited by the Government. The remarks which 
have been made by Hon'ble Members to-day will be carefully considered, in 
connection with the many other temperate representations which have been 
received in regard to this matter; and 1 earnestly trust that we shall be led 
to a decision which will be to the advantage of the people and commend itself 
‚ to the intelligent sentiment of those who are interested in Education. 


* I should like to turn for a moment to the remarks which have been made 
by the Hon'ble Mr. Larmour regarding the paying ward’ in the Presidency 
General Hospital. This was a matter in which my predecessor, the late Sir 

‚ John Woodburn, was very deeply interested, It was brought to my notice 
very soon after I assumed charge of my present office by my friend Sir 
Montague Turner, I have received very substantial financial assistance from 
the European community; and I am now able to carry out the project. 
It is a pleasure to me to think that it has commended itself to the Council. 
The suggestion which has been made by the Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari 
Kapur that & similar ‘ paying ward’ should bo attached (say) to the 
Medical College Hospital for the reception of Indian patients, is one 
which commends itself to my sympathetic consideration. I know, from 
enquities which I have already made, that many patients coming in from the 
country for treatment in Calcutta are not only compelled to incur great 
editas for house accommodation as well as for professional fees, but are 
also exposed to very undesirable conditions in respect of their surroundings 
while under treatment. I should like very much therefore to do p. pens - in 
the way of providing either а paying ward attached to one of our best 
hospitals, or a nursing home, where such patients from the interior or even 
perhaps from the city itself might be accommodated. If a reasonable scheme - 
can be devised, I shall be very glad to assist in respect of the initial cost, 
the charges of maintenance of the institution being of course met by payments 
made by the patients. I shall immer appoint a Committee of European 
Doctors and of representative Indian gentlemen to consider the matter and see 
whether they can propose a reasonable scheme. 


“I should like also to say one word in regard to what Mr. Apear has said 


about the Calcutta Nurses’ Institution, I am quite ready to agree to an 


inthe maximum contribution from Government towards this most 
ore institution from 574 thousand rupees to fifty thousand rupees, on the 
same condition as exists at present, namely, that the Government pays В 
` {ог every rupee subscribed. As to the poner that a contribution sl ld be 
` made from the Hospital Port Dues Fund, I do not, ав at present advised, see 
any objection. Section 50 of tke Indian Port Act, 1689, seemsto me to 


` authorise such contribution. The matter however requires further consider- 


I should be glad if the Hon'ble Member, as President of the Institu- 


МАК, , will formally apply for а contribution, ° 
> ^ ` ۰ 





















Before leaving the disevssion of medical subjects I should like to say th 
oe imde poe ia Ти жеш gi rie ече. sid 
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lı Another subject to which I should like to refer cg th PES wi oh i i 







grant is approximately equal to one quarter of the amount which Board 

fe from local cesses on land. The allotment: to this Provin 21 lakhs. 
The assignment from Imperial to Provincial revenues will bêla? fixed one, 
whereas the future assignments to the Boards, being.caleulated at one quarter of 
э eipts from cesses оп land, will necessarily undergo a gradual їйсгезйе.. 
I have | à 


bf that the Local Government will be able to meet from its 

growing. venues the small additional expenditure involved. At the бї 
isttibution of the grants will be at the discretion of the Local Government ; 

since some Boards may at present be found to be in a financial position which 
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would render it unnec to give them the full additional. 2! m cent, on 
their land cess receipts, while others again may be able to spend with advantage 
more than the amount which would fall to them under a system. of proportion- 
ate distribution, Later on, however, it-is intended to make the distribution 
rateably to all Boards, ‘Che financial history of the Boards in Bengal illustrates. 
the danger of assigning stationary or cce ab өйгә з: a ing charges. 
The result has been that the financial position of the Boards has been exceelingly 
unsatis Men: There has been a tendency on the part of some of the Boards, 
which it has been very difficult for Government to resist, to divert the Road Cess 
to purposes for which it was not intended; ‘Instructions have frequently been 
issued to prevent this; and grants have been given to the Boards during rocent 
Leer which have in the aggregate amounted to more than the sums thus diverted. 
ut these grants have not been systematically made; nor has it been , 

possible to resist the diversion of funds by some of the Boards. ‘This matter 
will now be effectively dealt with and disposed of on uos and equitable lines 
with something like finality, The Boards will now able to make more 
adequate provision for communications, medical relief, schools, water-supply 
and sanitation, and veterinary aid to cattle.’ More interest will be attached to the 
administration of local affairs; and no doubt more effective work will be done. 
I earnestly trust that this measure will give a very marked impulse to Local 
Self-Government. Perhaps І may be permitted here again to зау that one of 
the objects of the Local Self-Government is policy, to secure the co-operation of 
Government officers, local bodies and the public-spirited among the people. 1 
well remember the discussions when the great development in Local Self. 
Government took place some years ago. I was deeply interested in the matter ; 
and I happened to occupy a Secretariat position in my old Province which gave 
me a great deal of work to do in convection with it. The co operation of the 
Government, the local leaders of the people, and the beneficent among the 
' people themselves, was one of the principal objects which promoters cf the 
scheme had before them. There are matters which must be dealt with by the. 
Government alone; there are other matters which must now be dealt with 
by the Local Boards; and there are privute charities with which neither can 
interfere, But there are many matters in which two or more of the three ^ 
agencies for good in the country, to which I have referred, may well со operate. 


together. . Uy 
'* I should like to say one word about Municipal matters in Calcutta. Ido 
not think it necessary to refer to the remarks that have been made about the · 
ge of the Local Government in regard to the work of the Оо а 
uring the lust Хер. What it has been necessary for me to say hus been 
fully enough said. Neither do I consider it necessary to add anything to what | 
has beén said by the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres about the possibility of giving a 
— nt for the improvement of Calcutta, I shall only say one word _ 
about the remarks made by the Hon’bie Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu and tho 
Hor?ble' Mr. Greer about decentralisation of Municipal work in Calcuttas I - 
‘cannot at present stand committed to avy view in to this most important — 
к i s : d» 3 — 
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in ‘there shies in thay of decentralisation 
nal : on: a eport of the Committee has been received, I shall 
dea 1 the matter t promptly as possible, — Ж: T 
х #1 е le now to the’ important subject of the im rovementofPolieo, It 
ta málitr great satisfaction to is that all e important. heslê 

_ of the Polige Commission have been practically accepted by the C nment 
_ ef Indis and the Secretary of State. They involve very great expenditure. 
Ki essary reform would: have: been impossible to Local Governments without 
i 
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assistance from Imperial finances; and am glad that the same spirit which led 
the Government of Lord Curzon to appoint the Police Commission to make a 
. thorough and comprehensive enguiry into the condition of the Police. 
has also led to their rendering substantial assistance to Local Governments. 
. in carrying out the reforms which had been found to be necessary, The 
Government of*Bengal has, received а recurring grant of Rs. 12 | 
anit to enable ito meet the additional expen iture on Police ari 

of the recommendations of the Commission. ‘The ‘Hon’ble Mr. lyle } 
plained to you how this money. is to be utilised; and I shall not trouble you 
vith further details in this matter. Our proposals have so far beon already 
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"Üriticisms which have been made about the proposals of the Commission 4n 
ct of European officers and the formation of a Provincial Service, I heard 
on Wednesday my hou’ble friend the Maharaja of. Darbhanga express his 
‘that it has been found necessary to close the doors of the new 
. Imperial Police Service to Indians and {о relegate them to a Provincial 
+ Service with the designation of Deputy Superintendent of *Police?: What 
. One would gather from sucha statement as this is, that the Police Commis. 
sion had recommended a retrograde measure, that they have ay temir ta:exelude 
Indians from pcsitions which they now occupy and to employ them less freely 
in the superior grades of the police.» The Maharaja knew better; and he 
had doubtless no intention of saying anything of the kind. It i$ not to 
be wondered at, however, that such an impression should be created ; 
and it has found utterance in the remarks of" some of the Hon'ble 
| Members of this Council. I think, however, that a perusal of the report 
of the Police Commission will show that this is entirely a misconception. 
| ~ I should like first of all to state the case as it at present stands, We have a 
few Inspectors of Police promoted'to the charge of districts: one or two in 
some of the provinces... But these gontlemen are promoted from the lower 
es of the service generally at a time of life when the energy that is required 
BA for police work in a district can hardly be expected of them. At the very end 
"of their service, when they might reasonably hope to be allowed , lighter work 
| which would tax less their physical frame, they are promoted to work of a most 
"exacting kind. This plan has not worked either to the satisfaction or to the 
tof the force. Men have been promoted to be Superintendents too late 
в to any but the lowest grades, and too late to discharge satisfactorily the 
в of the office. What the Commission proposed was that a Provincial ж 
ice should be created similar to the Provincial Service which has answered 
dmirablyin the executive work of districts; that Indien gentlemen of 
on and position, or of approved service, should be appointed Deputy 
ndents of’ Police ‘on pay ranging from Ев. 250 to Rs, 509; and that 
hould be’ selected from amongst these for promotion to the charge 
“on pay running from Rs, 600 to 900., This is a new departure 
^ gIt is the creation of sugh a service as ought to secure some of our 
d , 
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А crked out; and we shall begin to carry them into effect as soon as possible, `: 


4... * Passing from these details, however, I desire very briefly to refer to certain. 





A 


vw 


@; 






E" ` а class of men for, district wor! 

. Government of India have fully accepted these propo 
Commission, with this exception that t — е. десі 
to district charges cannot be allowed until fitness is fi 
‘have no objection to raise against- this У 
a good scheme is wrecked from being carried out too hasti 
confident that ne: will —— fit m the charge of 
Deputy Superintendents; an am, by по means, unW 
` pre E for their appointment until their fitness is fully established. On — 
the other hand 1 am clearly of opinion that for, the present at least the. - 
great. majority of our Superintendents must be Europeans. A the country , 
moves forward and caste, religious, and race ejudiees autipathies = 
become less accentuated, it will no doubt be possible to increase the nu mber- 
of Indian Superintendents. But surely the best plan for securing all this, . 
isto say that so long as we require Europeans we shall recruit them beak | 
a method which will secure the best Europeans we can get; and we shall pay - 
them &alarie$ which would induce good men to leave their own country and | 
incur the disadvantages and increased aee of service abroad. At the — 
same time, while we shall hold out in ucements to Indians that will be fully 
adequate to secure good men, of that class, it is unnecessary to pay them as. 
much as we must pay Europeans ;.and the mere fact that they will draw less pay -` 

ill be a permanent inducement to Government to increase the umber af j 

Indian Superintendents аз soon us men ‘of established fitness are found avail. 
able. I confess I find myself unable to accept as deserved the adverse criticisms 
which these proposals have received from those who profess to be anima x 
a desiro to advance the interests of the Iudian people and of efficient police 
administration, ^ * А 
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“In conclusion I should like to say one word in regard to the abolition, 
of competition for the Provincial Service. ‘There is no doubt that 
р of education has rendered it possible to demand high educatio 
qualifications from candidates for the Provincial Service. The state 
things which existed before the Bengal Government dealt with the question 
of recruitment for this service in its last Resolution was this. There | 
was a competitive examination. Only three éandidates were selected purely | 
by competition after necessary enquiries had been made in regard to 
ir —— fitness and their moral character. Other candidates were 
pointed not by competition but merely by selection from amongst candi- 
tes who had qualified at this examination. It seem to me to a very 
large body of officials and uon-official gentlemen (the majorty of whom were 
Indians) whom I consulted, that it was quite unnecessary to: have a special 
competitive examination in a province where we had only one University,and 
that the better plan would be to appoint candidates not because they have 
qualified in the special test but because they have qualitied in M vorsity. 
Fe is far better evidence of educational fitness and of strength of character to 
bold a degree in a University than to qualify in a single competitive examina 
tion. So that men might feel that it was om d to fight their own way into 
! the service, we agreed to request the Syndi of, the University to assist us 
in the selection of three candidates who should be the best адная of the 












pu in the University. For the rest, instead of leaving the ion to the 
ieutenant-Governor and his staff at head-quarters, we upon the 


Commissioners to nominate candidates who had obtained University degree: 


so that men might be appointed who had not only shown what we 





. to be a better educational qualification than the mere * a competi i r 
examination, but who should also be known to ible officers as mek 
likely to make ublie servants , beer 


to encourage education, and in all human 
Government servants, The picture 
Nath Basu of the devélopment of . 
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